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July 15, 1949

Dr. Paul L. Dent,

- Francis Building, : R

uuu$svii?e, Kentucky .
Dear Doctor Dent:

I send you horewith a report of the analytical resulis obtained
on the urine aud bloed of Edward Kiggs referred to in your lettex
June 30. Tneuc resulis are well within normsal limits, and on
their own account and in assocliation with the history given in
Your lelter, fhev are guite ilncompatitle wiih the diagnosis of

lezd intoxication.

For vour future guldarnce Iir this kind of a sgituation, I should

like Lo poimt outl Lo you that you are taking an undue risk in:
obiaining samples of this sort f'or analysis here or cisevhere,

in any other sort of container than thal supplied b; the analyst.
The matter of whether a container Iis sterile is 2 mpletely
irrvelevant, for what is requlred is sitric¢t cheml a; cleanliness .
Thin cannoi be achieved cz3upt under hfgg?v specialized conaitfions,

and thercfore the kind of conlainer uhaL i3 used generally for
%iologica; gammles is unsatisléciory. l view of youxr lettexn,
these samples vwere analyzed,againsi our usuldl pragtice (gsince in
medico=-legal situations vwe do “oc a“alv"e materials except those
supplied in our ovn ccﬁta_rc %, on bthe theory that 41 the resulis
vwere lov, they would be qau“aiacuo*vj but I kigh, they would be
conpletely disrvegarded and would not be reported. Ii vas a matier
¢ pure chance that the samples were not sipnificantly contaminated
by the contalners. On the cther hand, since the *Suhxtd vere lov
uiev can be regarded as wholly valild as ve 1*'*“e interpreted them.
make these points clear, since you lou:ﬂ regognize Lnau whenever
kigh resull is obtained and recordCu Wi ew‘ﬁ“~is orreci or
ot, the fate ol the case In guestion isg Z“Lcln ic be USLamlﬁsnea
hiereby . Actually, therefore, it is much uetLer uo have uno infor-
ation than to have results nhicb.may e misleadl
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Cordially yours,
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