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Aabuiei uid IfeaHh < rubjlcily Problem!

| **» ejk»d to m»ka a report to the no»rd on tha current
ettuatton on this topic, | think tha Ito»rd may appreciate = aummary
of tha backfround ftrau *

Itlatnry

Aa tha Itnard ia aware, aabeatoala (diffusa fibrosis of tha
lung) haa been a recognised problem alnr* about 1R3Q, anti alnca titan
a vary large amount ol Group capital, revenue ami managerial effort
haa bean expended on controlling amt diminishing the incidence of
Ihla disease, No cure haa yat been found; tha disease, nnca begun,
la irreveraibla and almoat Invartahly ahoriena life, except whara
aoma other quite diettnet cauae of death aupervanra.

Thera la good evldenrr that in our factorial roodIWona
ira no* auch that vary fa* nr* caaea are no* being cauaed, tut aa
the dlaraaa cai. taka 30 or even 30 years to develop caaea will
continue la ba Initially diagnosed fur a guod m.my yeara to coma.
At present new notifications in the Il1,K, are occurring at the rata—--—-
Of about BO a year, with a trmlency still to Increase, Tha annual
numlier of deatha haa rlarn to 64 In the laal two years, compared
with 40 a year from 1861 . 1964 and only 2B a year In thu ten yeara
from IBSI . i960, The total number of deatha from 1675 to the end

Of 1W8 waa 776,

Tha reaeona why the Improved condition« In factorlaa -
which data back. In part, for over So years - have not ceuaed'lha
number of new dlagnoaee to paaa the peak by now are four-fold.
Firstly, because the tneulatlon contracting aide of the Induetry aria
not «object to Regulation« and did not realise ita danger In .time;
moat of the new caaea are now arlalng on that aide, cauaed mainly by
conditions 10-30 years ago. Secondly, because the population
amployed tn the Industry Increased rapidly during the IBSO'a and this
population la now getting older and more liable to develop dlaeaaa of
one kind or another. Thirdly, becauir of the striking fall In the
Incidence of tubrrculoela and the death rata from pneumonia and othar
cheat diaraaea, eo that more people liable to cheat trouble-tive
longer and get aabeatoala. And fourthly, because methods of diagnosis
ara getting ateadtly keener and are causing the Medical Panels to
diagnoa* disability at an earlier stag* than before.

Even If no new caaea were being diagnosed, the number of
deaths of aabeatoala eases la bound to rtae for a good many jaara yet,
becauaa the exlating caaea cauaed by exposure years ago are getting
older and when they die - many of them well after retirement age <
Inquests are held and thair deatha are associated, at least partly,

with aabeatoala.
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A further factor which attracta medIcel attention and
advrr»» publicity la that an inrrraalni proportion of aaliaaloala cases
now develop lung eanerr aa a eeromlary effect, This tncraaaa, oddly
enough. ta partly dun to a substantial rite tn tha aapactation of IIf*

of aibaaloala eaaaa dua to Improved cnndltlona.

Aa a result of thraa farila, much medical reaearrh in many

P«rl» of the world haa barn focuaanl In tha laat ten yeara nn tha health
problem* of aaliralna, (railing to international mpillral rnnfrrancaa aad

the puMliratlon nf many paper», all of whirh errata unfavourelil»
publicity) even whan tha raaaarrhara lhamaalvaa are not actively
hoatil* to tha Induatry or courting personal fame, aa aomi of tham ara,

A plara of mrdlral raararrh In Capatnwn In 10BJ Indicated
that many lung« nf Ihr urban population rontalnrd bodies whirh wart,
or Inokrd vary like, thr "frrmpitnma Imtllaa" whirh ara found In tha
lung* of aaliralna workers, AHItmicM thraa (todies are liarmleaa'ln
themarlvaa - and It haa atnra lirrn ataiwn that vary almilar bodies CM
ba rauaad liy many dlfirrrnt dual* whilrh ara praaant In urban Ufa 1
tha suggestion waa made that asbestos may ha a "general urban hatard",
and ihla haa bran much written ami talked about In ISibllc Health CtreWa,

Finally, what reallv caught th* public attention In Mrltalft
waa the dlarnvery e flrat In Africa and than In and around tha Capa
Aabeaioa Companyd factory tn Harking ¢ of an association between
aiheatoa amt the rare form of rancer railed meaolhellnma, Whlla
ihla dtaraae < which kllla rapidly < la predominantly aaaoclated with
erocidolltr, there la aoine evidence of an occailonal association with
chryiotllt, and ihla cannot Iw absolutely denied.

lhla summary may aeem Hong but It la a vary bri»f and
aalectlvw digest of an enormous subject, ft will, perhaps, aarve ta
show the magnitude of our problem.

Research Problems

Tha main difficulty la that Iheeaact causation of the
patholpgy 1» not yet umlaratorid. and ao no one can Bay why aoma types
or origin* of aabeaioa may be more dangerous than othrra, or why tha
range of auareptlbllity tn Individuals aremi to range from almoat.RII
to quite rapid Involvement; there te even some evidence, recently,
that tha troubles may be mainly cauard not by the asbestos itself bui
by infinitesimal trace elrmrnla of metal from tha beaters of tha
opening machines In the mills. (This might eiplain why diseases are
relatively rare among the miner»)) Three problem» ar» now being
studied in elmoet every major industrial country.

Publicity in tbs U.K.

Tha allegation . mainly tn r*g»rd to meaolhelloma, and
even thla 1» very questionable - that quit# »light eipoeure to aebeatoe
duet could be dangerous hae led to alarm among docker* and also to
very damaging and alarmlai aiatemenia about the danger» of using
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lha Hrltlah nrlttng fc A ab* «toa Group and CJEFCO LId., and tha

liinrion brandi of «n American flrm. Hill A Knowlton Inte mattonai, !
Hat barn appolntad aa [*\il>tlc lirlallon« Conaulianta, Thair job

ariti bt ta combai and, (f pniaihle, to torraUll arfvaraa publidiy la

all rpiarlrra, A Prraa Cnnfrrance haa barn arrancad on IBlh May

and thr Praai Itrlaaaa will hava bran taan by tha T< k N. Diraclora

bafora thla rtporl la circulatrd.

Coriaa nf Predico bava barn publtehrd far lha InauUtton
and Itullding Contiruotino Induairlaa, A pamphlet addraaaadte
dnrkera haa brrn compier«!, wllh roUatiorelton from Ih# l'ori of
I/imhin Aullinrlly, thr Nallnnal Aaaorlailon of I'ori Kmptoyera,
thr Union», thr MInlatry n( Inlmur ami varlnua mrdieai aulhorltlaa
(avrry word haa in br eherknt ami agrerd with many propia « an
anlunua and Urna-conaumling prorr»»l and wlll hava barn publiahad
brfor* «hin rrporl apprara, A pnigramma of gattini thla Uaflat
arrota la bamg pianori! by Mr, llo»« of T,A, F, 1-td, and by Mr,
W, P, Howard, our Public Hrtallona Officar.

* S

Mattine« ara baing plannrd wllh interaated M .P.'a
and contada hava bran or ara batng maria noi on|y wllh lha aeadamla
I mcarrher« bui with linlvaraiiy and oiher authorlttae who may ba

lIkrly in rmIt riamegtng pmnminrrmrnla. All tha Groupla bl|
cualnmera and lhrir madlral eilvieera hava baan contactad by tha Unii
Campanie« concrmrd or by ih« Grmip'a Medicai Adviaar, Dr, Kftoa,
bui untll 1t can bn proveri thnl no rtaka aria* from ualng iha Group'«
producia iha tandrney of Vuatomrra to play for aafaiy by looUng for 1
atiamattva malarlal* can ba combatti only by vary activa aelling

of tha «uparlor aliracllona of aabaitoa.

* John WaddaU.



