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Gnnll News Service
" mocnml Iectric Company stopped
. dumping PCBs (polychlorinated
Nphnyh) into the Hudson River on July

. e B wnle

Monsa
country's sole
industrial chemical, Is planning to halt ali
gctlbn;:l produeuon of the substance on

+ The Enyironmental Protection Agency
IEPA) will prohibit the discharges of this
long-lived organic compound into all wa-
lervuyl after next Feb. 8.

pmbhm must be over. Right?

Oﬂlcllll at both the EPA and the state

« Department of Environmental Conserva-

tion acknowledge the problem is far from
m It may be m wnc

AL Teast 18 londills mmumt New '
York state are known to be leaching PCBs
into the environment, 1o Rus-
sell Mi. Pleasant, director of the state’s
Bureav of Monitoring and Surveillance.

The state's Divisn of Pure Waters .

reporis “Millions of pounds of PCBs lie in
state In their capacitor coffins in the Ft.
Edward landflll, already beginning to
migrate "::\m leachate as rusting re-

Illvor sediment may ‘contain about sno 000
pounds of PCBs in total.”: :
Tests by the EPA last Dmmb;rvm
surprisingly high contamination
PCB's as far south as Westchester Coun-
ty. Among the more highly contaminated
areas were shallow bays near the Tu&n
Zee Bridge, Foundry Cove
Spring, Saunrllu. and near Albany. .
The !:I’A u timates durlnh‘mt few
in the

mvlmmnt wlll ncragse by $% times —
current estiiates of 150 million

ro\um o m miluon pounds. Even throw-
out carboniess carbon plpll‘ nluun
into the snvironment. ... . ... )
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in contrast, the Hudson
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Is damaging river -

million towards restoration of the Hudson -

~ a quarter of that fof mumn -m the (;the sediment behind the dam
v Mmove downstream. It vnellnm ely con-

rest a lump sum d-mu
Most of the research

restore the upper H
The

btonbwh

Envllwmul
Conservation will llct in $3 million for
rulor-llm costs, ouee the bul oourse s
decided. .. .

‘There un lnppmdly 458, (m pounds of
Pcsninmeupwﬂudunalw.mdn
‘may cost as much u m million to
remove them,

“If that's the case, 1 teet the money
lhouldbelpm!lodull" sald Dr. Leo
Hetling, director of the Bureau of Water
Research, “‘After all, we have spent
billions constructing sewage treatment

lants. Can’t we spend §20 milion, if nead
g‘ 10 restore the Hudson?" .

Hetling thinks the state “should ha

prctly .ood handle on what we -amu

" tender for removing the heavi -co.-
taminated sediments from the upper ‘-
Hudson, gained favor as a method after &
_previous brainstorm to Iel fish “'harvest"
' the PCBs fell thiough. <
Fish concentrate PCS: in their tissues .
" to such a great extent that state officials -
" thought it might be possible to remove
' PCBs by simply eapturing muh oon-
" taminated fish.
“But we found lor evrry 10 pound) ol

PCBs you would remoye, you'd have
- harvest one million pw of fish," llntl-
ing sald. *‘Then you'd Newll(uu
what to do with the fish)" )
w ... H
Tragically, it was a d»cl-ln made by
the Department of Envionmental Con-
servation that may hate caused con-:
taminated sediment to movo llua the
Jower Hudson River.
in the early 19707 Iht Nlnun
Mohawk Power Corp. jsked the |
* state and the Federal Poyer
for permission to & 5081
dam across the Hudson jt Forl ¢
which had  been to genersie-
hydroelectric power. S
Both agencies 3 B
"“It was & real blunde,” Dr. Hetling

" only in

said, "They blew up the d-m and muci of »
an to

taminated with PCBs. -

The situation wasn't helped when a
- wpring flood In 1976 washed more sedi- -
‘ment over the Federal Dam at Troy. -

Other, more exotic possibilities besides.
dredging are being considered.

One is the use of activated arbn
which has the ability to absorb PCBe.

Battelle-Northwest Laboratories of
Richland, Wash. is currently using mc-
tivated carbon to remove Kepone, anoth-
er highly toxic organic chemical, from
the James River in Virginia. Battelle has
suggested using a beit-type system,
pullod behind a barge, to absorb the PCBe
from the sediment,

‘This technique bas been practical lom

PCBs from .

 water supplies. e
One o( the most Intriguing poulbnm-
. Involves the use oi dllcnnhd automobiie
tires.
mllu t m culmﬂu company,
old shredded tires are capable of nhnr{-
Iu heavy metais from lumnwnhr run

smcc discarded tires are readily avail-
ablein lll‘lc quantities, the idea seems an
‘sconomic
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