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| Docton Say Working With Asbemos
May Cause Cancer After Many Years

By KARL ABRAIMM

Asheslos, onc of industry's
and widely
used raw materials, was placed
unter additional suspicion here
vesterday as a possnblc calise of

Here is some of the QVldchC

(P, t)

" that was prcscntcd by a New
York physician, Dr, 1. J, Seli-
koff, 10 a mecting of the Ameri-
can Industrinl Hygtene Associa-
tion in the Sheraton latel,

Dr. Selikolf's medical  re.
search {ecam hag studied all of
the men wha have become niem.
bers of the New Yark City-Newy-
arlc, N, J. locals of the Interna-

\.

tional Union of Heat and Frost
Insulators and Ashestos Work-
ers, AVL-CIO, since Dec, 31,
1942, They. are building tradcs
workers.
Research Report

At the end of a 20-vear pere
ind, as of Dee. 3, 1962, report.
ed Dr, Sclikoff, the researchers
noted tho following:
- —Tliey ,selceled records of
632 men who had heen expozed
{o asbestos for 20 yecars. On the
basis of peneral

‘(:anccr;

}ha

‘roundma the lungs. Actually
there were 45 such cancer vie-
l{\m< They wouid have cxpect-
ied less than ten cancers of the
colon and rectum, but -there
were 29, e
—Dranchiogenic  carcinoma
was responsible far almost anc
omut of cvery five deaths, an in-
cidenee seven times that ex-
jpeeled n the preneral popula-
RICTR 1
'\Cnnccrs in Hamsters

>

= fpeil 30, /9ty

tealth Rescarch Institute of
Fairleich Dickinson University
recently had reporied creating
cancers in hamsters: by inject-
ing ashestos into the lining
around their tungs,

malipnant discascs of the funps
of ashestos workers engaped in
specific
such as mining and ashestes
processing had been reported 30
years ago. )

trades workers,
“a gmroup with relatively
ashestas exposure,”
SclikofT,

plications of this study, said Dr,
Scliknft, that-nl) of-the huild-
ings  trades .
United States and workers in

population
mortality statistics, 203 should
have died. However, the actual
death rate in the group was 255,
The difference was almost en-
tirely attributable to death from

~In"this group there-should
ve been, according to gencral
averapes, hetween six and seven
‘dcaths because of cancer in the
lungs or the pleurd, a sac sur-

Dr. Salike!f pointed out that
'pr. William E. Smith of the

MY

U

5.5

He said that the hazard of(n

industrial’ operations

The New York arca huilding
however, was
little
said - Dr.

So formidable were the {m
the

workers in

selected other industrics should
he subjected to the widest pos.
sible study, so that this and
some other materials vnder sus-
picion could be proven or laid}s
Lo rest.
3,000 Products

He said "hecstimuled therel
were about three millinn build.
ing trades workers in the nation.
In addition, he said, .there are
about 3,000 ashestos products,
from pipe ‘insulation to auto
brake linings to floor tile, with
an  undetermined numbcr of

[

workers,

“I doubt that modern indus-
trv could survive without asbes-
tos, Wnrld production
prown {rom 30,000 tans in 1900
to moare than three million tons
in 1960, said Dr, Selikoff,

Warking with De, Sclikolf are

De, Jacah Churp and DL Gy,
ter Hammond, all of ML Sinwi|

lospital in Mew York. Dr.
Hammond also is dircctor of

bly st tancarch,

has|’

m‘l 0r eI c"m than 420, (nOOT
xmbl;”m md H pn -smokers fast
Degeraidr t4aL produced a ma- ™,
]0!“(1114'1 glnanr af cx;:are» SMOR-
infras a hes it hazard,
Miecacopia Tikears

Ashesiug iu.x mineral, a class
of frecia (has U e rh(rrrcntf
chemics comy -.s itinns but share
the P\ﬁpt‘ t¥ o¢ bemp made by

nature iot the-form of Gpitiy
piacked 1lners™ Polverized  ns-3
hestos [itees can be of micros.
copic s ; .

D, Tictdmif-roparcted. that ol ;
the ! ._...;. cancer victimg studied ¢
in New York, ail had been ex-f
LT fn as l“el\w at least 22-
veurs, This, e said, mdlcater\"
thet if uitir cudcers were relat-
ed o (. o asbestos, then it was a
very sinwlv degelaping diesase. |

e exposurd of these \wrk-;
ers Intlilding trades, he said,
wonla. Geepraator than thay of
the sancal pepulatinn, hut how l
much creaater i wagTwould he

liard {n 337 without considera- ‘

1

Anl

“.

Ta dié nofe that a resear ch(‘rl
\\orl'-.\:; in <Qu h Africa had|
tudica -theJunes of a larpe!
rrmm aiprents theee and (ound !
z,, ;;c.\mL tn fontain asheslos!
partxc c .n vraall amounts, |
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