
July 30, 1956

M r. M anfred Bowdifcch  
Lead Industr ies A sso c ia t io n  - 
420 L ex ington  A venue 
New York C ity 17

D ear  M anfred:

Your le ft-h an d ed  rem ark s to m e about m y p ar tic ip a tion  in the "La Luce"  
a ffa ir  lea v e  m e und istu rbed. You m ay have ap p rec ia ted  the fac t that I did 
not s t ick  out m y n eck . I w as cer ta in ly  hard put to avoid  e ith er  say ing so m e­
thing that should not be sa id , o r  a cq u iesc in g  to it, and so  being quoted. I 
sh a ll be k een ly  in te rested  in th e s to ry  of the a ffair , i f  or when it is su e s  fo r th .

In the na tter  o f your D r . G ie s se l ,  I cannot be too m uch a rou sed . T here are 
m any a sp ec ts  o f the s itua tion  that a re  ju st as bad as th is in many parts of the 
coun try . A c tu a lly , in som e p la ces  it  is  b e liev ed , or  at le a s t  hoped - in any 
ca se  tue idea is  being toyed w ith  if not ac tu a lly  ca r r ied  out - that th is p ro ce ­
dure o f keep ing the ex c re t io n  o f lead  up to the le ve l  o f absorp tion , by the 
regu la r  p assin g  out o f table ts  to w orkm en by laym en, w ithout benefit of any 
m ed ica l adv ice o r  s u p e r v is io n ^  I am  p repared  to do what I can about it , but 
I do not plan to en ter  into d ir e c t  p o lem ics  on it with p h y s ic ia n s. Rather I hope 
to p rov ide som e in stru c tion  in  what to do and how to  do i t , as  a substitu te  fox* 
poor p ra c t ices  that ax'a the r esu lt  of aix inadequate g rasp  of the p rob lem .

With the fo rego ing  idea in  m ind I have w r itten  to Dr . G ie sse l as one co lleagu e 
to another, and have o ffe red  to show h im  how b etter to do what he is  attem pting 
to do. I send you a copy o f m y le t te r , w ith  the requ est that you regard  it as a 
con fiden tia l com m un ica tion  fo r  your own in fo rm ation . It Is due you fo r  your 
enex-getic e ffo r ts  in  th is s itu a tion , but no good can com e of a  la p se , so to speak, 
of p ro fess io n a l c o u r te sy , on m y p ar t. You can speak of it  a iscx-eetly  if  you 
w ish , but p le a s e  do not c ircu la te  the le t te r . I hope I am  not c r it ic iz in g  you o r 
our o ther  in te rested  fr ien d s , by im p lica tion , in m y exp lanation  to D r . G ie sse l 
of m y pu rpose and so u rce  o f in fo rm ation . I have to have som e handle to what 
m igh t o th erw ise  be regard ed  as an in tru sion .

The paper of M anv ille  e t a l m en tioned  in  var ious item s of co rresp ondence betw een 
y o u r se lf , G ie sse l and o th ers is  the one w hich I c r i tic iz e d  v igo rou sly  from  the 
f lo o r  o f the Buffalo m ee t in g . I a lso  took is su e  w ith D r inker  about i t , from  the  
a sp ec t  o f pu b lica tion . It is  a  p r im e exam p le o f what I expected  in  ra ther  stupid 
m ed ica l c i r c le s ,  and spoke aga in st in m y e d ito r ia l. Inciden ta lly , D r inker does 
not ag ree  w ith m e at a l l .
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I am  a lso  w r iting D r , G eorge o f Sydney, b e la ted ly , to be su re , but a s  fu lly  as 
I can , I’m  attem pting to c le a r  up m y  sad ly  n eg lec ted co rresp on d en ce befo re 
gettin g  aw ay to d ie m ountains on A ugust 3 , I  en c lo se  a  copy o f m y le t te r  to h im , 
s in c e  th is , c le a r ly , is  a  d if fe ren t s itu a tion  from  that in  w h ich  D r . G ie sse l is 
in vo lved .

With r eg a r d s , '■

S in ce re ly  y o u rs ,

R obert A . K ehoe, M . B .
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