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Mr, Jaceb Blausiein, lst VP & Gen. Hgr.,
Amerlcan 01l Company, '

American Building,

B&lma, Hde

Eea.r Hr. Blaaatswx

Fith the exyammxg buginess of the Ethyl Gascline Garporaticn our -

ﬁsﬂ:«.cﬁl Dirsctor, Dr. Robert A. Kchos, has beem-on the walch to see thai no

additional healih hasards are incurrved. He hes always considered ome of the

- greatest points of posszible risk to be in the shipping of ETHIL fiuid over

‘railroads axd other transportation facilitiss. Beeently we had a less than

carlded shipment of 10 drums thet srrived with ope drum in s leaking condi~
tion, quite a swbsteniiel amcunt of ETHIL fluid havipng spilled out of it.
Ihis fluid saturated a part of the floor of the cur and alsc some of the other
shipping cases in it. Tae railvesd compsny people apparently made ne attempd

40 elean up the Finid-and when we found out sbout the situvation we hed to

trace & shipment of empty bottles in carions all the way to Texas, and the
car itself back to the ?mladelim& y&ms in order to get this spillage entirely
cleaned up. E

Dre Kchoe feels that we and omr cusiomers are teking an unwarranted
risk in attemptihz to ship EIHYL fluid in less than carload lots which, Baf
you are aware, ihvolves the rchandling of the drums at transfer points frim one
car into another: by inerperienced mlfaaﬁ Ereight m:zlers who nndoubtedly
sllaw them to drop and imock against other things so thsd it would seem in the
course of time we could probably anticipate thabt a given yarcerzt&gss of the druma
of ETHYL fluid so shipped would lesk to some sxbtent. This is not the first or
only time we have had & leaking drum but the events that occurred in this

particular instance have mada 331':. Rehoe realise the passa.hle seriocus trauhle
that dan arise. .

Then csrload lots of ETHYL fluid are shipped from our Plant we ere
able to do our own chogking of the drums end we have worked cul & specisl pra—
cecure which insures the drums will not move in the car, unless the entirs car .
itself were to he demolighed in s wreck, which passmility we Cdnnot very well
entirely eliminate. The car is sealed after it is loaded and is not touched
by the railreoad handlers or anyone else until it arrives at the refineries. of
our distributors whe have supposedly trained perscnpel who cam recognize-the -
dangers inwlm in the event all of the drums are not intact and would see that
all spillage is carefully and properly cleaned up before the car is releasged..
¥e might say that we have nevexr had eny trouble mth carlsad shiﬂm'snts.

Te have been locoking over your use of m‘ﬁ‘ﬂ. i’luz.d and it appa&rs even’

during this winter season that you sre .zsmg ‘about 10 drums a month. A minimuam
caerload is 44 drums. - ~




Br. J« Blaustein, - / 50729’.

e do not like to ask you to carry too large an inventory of ETHEL fliuid
but Dr. Kehoe has insisted that we fake up the guestion with all of our customers .
who are st the moment ordering in less than czrload lots and advise them that he
considers it necessary for them to order full carloads sb a time. ¥e rather believe
that if you will calculale the carload freight rats, as compared with the L«Ce L.
rate, you will find ths 4ifference between the two will at least eguaiize the
interest on as investment if you will compare the average inventory of ETHIL fluid
that ¥ you keep on head today &gamst the average of your inventory on & carlead
lot orcze_\ basig. , _

If you have serious objecmons to taking 44 drums at a2 tize, yon might
have your Traffic Department calculate what it would cost you tg pey ths carload’
freight rate even though less than this guasntity of EIHIL fluld was shipped, as
ecmpared with the freighting cost on L.C.L. shipm:nts and we believe that you will
find you will mot pay any more freight om & carload basis for 20 to 25 drums than
you would by pa;e‘iag the L.CGuls rats on this seme quantity in iwo or three different
shipments. Of course, if we elget to pay the carload rate on a weight of ETHYL
fluid that is less then carload, the railrosds will still seil the car and ship it
through to its ﬁes‘s;ix:aticzn without rehandling.

¥e are writing all of our customers who order in less than >carload lots
a similar let‘éer today amd we, frangly, have ne aliernative but to accept Dr. Kehoats
advice on all qt;eatiana that rolate ta pesszble health hazard.

Te impe that you will pot be tmcmly burdened in msking the necessary

arrangements to go order ETHIL fluid iam carload lots andé swait your sdviece as to
_how you wish us to handle fufure orders for it. ’

Yours very truly,

CzC .
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