L YRR

“ e e e c ekt ¢ emmws s

- 86 ~ .

* .

"1t is desirable that National Statistical Agencies and Bodies apply the
WHO Internationa) Classification of Discases to distinguish between
l. JPrimary pulmonary and plcural malignant neoplasms, and
2. Primary per!tgneai maliqyahg neoplasms,

Certain selective processes operate through the shove sources so that the
number of cases wil) not necessarily be the same, and the usc of all sources is
likely to cnsure the most complete cover, both of thesc belicved to be occupa-
tionally linked and those in which the occupation was not thought to be invol-
ved or in which no adequate investigation of the occupation was made,

in addition an cxamination of the fibre content of the lung shovld be per-
formed wherever pessible.

Reports through pathologists and clinicians will include both occu-
pationa) and non-occupational cases. In view of the high end rapid mortality
of these cases, the mejority will be detected by pathologists or clini-
cians and appear in official statistics, but there may be exceptions. " The
reports through the pathologists and clinicians have the agvantage that they
may provide a means for detadled investigation of the océuputional histories
while the individual is alive, and this could be of censicerable help in {inpro-

ving the information sbout associated occupations and jobs.

3t is a wecllknown fact that the disgnostic criteris for mesothelionma, as
given above have not elweys been adhered to, .particularly in older studies, and

the conclusions sonctimes may have to be enwcakened.

In 187) Wagner et a) reviewed Lhe evidence available at that time, Their
revivw is sunsiarized as follows:

- Nexvly 2)) ceses of mexothelicha (ploure &ndfor peritoneum) in ®ritein ap-
pear to be of occupaticnal oriyin &nd not the result cf contanination of
the generel envircurent, In «hout J0-05% of cases vhere infernation on
1ast history has been couplete, o hi?}er.of-{:bﬁstus exposure has been

oAN{~tected in the lung.

recarded 2nd few or no asbestos todics hA»;\L
- In Aritain mesothelicmas particiiarldy cccur §ivrts «nd in cities with
facteries where asbestos has been hanile@ in lerge Brounts in the past.
- Fxposure to crocidolite apparently currijcs the orestest risks, Exposbre

to pure chrysciile or to anthephyllite frovides hardly any risk; in the
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