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En route to St. Louis June 12, I stopped to see Dr. Enos at the O=ens-
Tllinois plant in Alton, Dr. Enos s=id that Dr., Siebert is re-
garded with considerable respect by members of the medical pro-
fession in the St, Lovis zrec, ef indiceted by his affilistion

with the medical school of Washington University and his position

as consulting psthologist in five hospitels. Dr. Enos said thet
although it is well known that Dr. Siebert dees not abhor the

use of hard liguor, he is not rdgarded as an slcoholica

Dr. Enos! remzrks confirm other evidence, such es listings in
medicel directories, that Dr. Siebert is regarded as an authority
in his field. He performs some seven hundred autopsies yeerly
and reports his findings to the medicel practitionere, whose
izgnoses are checked with the findings in the sutopsy. In addi-
tion he spends five or six hours daily at a microscope disgnosing
tissues sent to him for sectioning. From Mr. Bartley I leemn
thet Dr. Siebert is regerded by organized labor and the insurence
cong anies as ar incorruptible witness whose professionsl testimony
is not subject to infiluence by any consideration other than hie
scientific judgment.
For us I believe it is extremely fortunste that Dr. Siebert has
this kind of temperement and professionsl attitude. His approach
to the assignment given him by ¥r. Bartley is to do a thorough,
scientific job that will make him an authority on the health aspects
of Fiberglas.

+ * 3t

After registering at the Park Plaze, I met Dr. Siebert in his labors
tory at DePsul Hospital. In an adjoining room where he keeps blood
plesma he showed me the Fiberglas samrles that he had received froo
Newark., We returned to the Park Plaza, where we met Mr, Bartley for
lunch. Aftermerd Mr. Bartley, Dr, Siebert and I went to Dr. Siebert®
apsrtment in the St, Regis, where we discussed the proposed report
for five hours. Result of the discussion is the appended outline of
procedure which indicates the scope of the investigation upon which
Dr. Siebert is launched.
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Frecuently durirng the discussion Dr. Siebert sidetracked himself on
rimute points thet seeced to fascinete him es & scientist. For exarple,
while describing to Xr. Bartley the investigation that he carried on
in Toledo and Newark on June 2 and 3, he told of exarining scores of
Newary erployees, Ke was amazed to find, he sezid, that there were po
cases of eye irritztion in the plent. fNow,” he seid, ®I would like
to know why. As a pathologiet I would like to determine what happens
to perticles of Fibergles that get into the eyes, as they certeinly
must do. ¥nen I ask the ergloyees in Newark whether they get any glass
in their eyes, they tell me: 'Sure, now and then, but it don't botther
pe none.d Undouttedly it is beceuse the blink reaction tekes cere

of it and washes it out of the eye, But I am concerned with what
would happen to an employee whose plink reaction might be peralyzed

by a scar above the eye. Undoubtedly the ekin irritation experienced
on arms and wTists by new emplcyebs is to be expleined by the fact
there are no mucosa on these parts of the body to wash away the fivers.
But they all say they get used to it. Agein end agein I heard that
phrase: It don't bother me none,'"

Becsuse it was obvious that Dr. Siebert was outlining for himself a
years-long progroe of research, I offered the suggestion that he

might use in his report some such statement as this: mOur best
knovledge et present indicetes that the fibers have no deleterious
effect whotsoever on the eyes because the fivers are entirely non-
toxie and inorganic, and because of the fineness of their diameter
they lack sufficient strength to penetrate the micosa.” I suggested
thet in this connection he cite the work of Dr. Roy Philip Schelz who
is using Fiderglas for surgical sutures and docunent the reference
with e footnote, if he chose to do so, indiceting that the whys and
wherefores of this situation might open up a fruitfl field of ingulry
for & research student doing postgraduate work in same medicel schoole
To press home the point, I suggested that a person building a hame
nented glass panes in his windons because they were transparent and
kept the rzin out, The homebuilder, I suggested, did not insist that
the contractor explain why the glass in the pane resisted water. That
was a ovestion for the glass technologist and the physicist to explore,
Thus I tried to get acress & praguatic point of view, suggesting that
the union members would be getisfied with his finding that Fiberglas
causes no eye irritation or severs dermatitis, and that if scientists
wart to know why, they cen pursue their inquiry elsewhere more appro=
pristely. Nr. Bartley concurred in this point of view,
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Dr, Siebert szid he has received the blopsy from Dr, Campbell and
is planning to make a microscoplc section for exemination., He &lso
showed Xr, Bartley a picce of glass fiber that he hss in his owm
thumb. He ssid: It don't bother me none, but it's there, and 1
know exactly where and when I got it., I am going to make a biopey
of it and put it under the microscope,"

Commenting on Dr. Gerdner's investigations, Dr. Siebert repeated to

¥r. Bartley the statement he made to me in Toledo: #If these {ind-
ings hed been made by sny man other than Gardner, I would have

asked, 'Wny did you not have this investigation made by Dr. Gardner??'®
Even so, Dr. Siebert added, he wenjed very much to telk with Dr.
Gardner or at least have the opportunity to mske microscopic studies

of a1l the slides made by Dr. Gardner. (Through Mr, Staelin, errenge-
ments have been made with Dr, Gardner to send his slides to Dr. Sieberty
Dr. Siebert agreed that he wauld return to Dr. Gardner all of the
alides and would furnish an affidavit to the effect that he had made

no photomicrographs of any of them unless Dr, Gardner geve himspecific
permission to do so. He suggested that it might be of interest to

Dr. Gardner to let him know that he wee a colleague at DePaul Hospital
of Dr, Edwerd C. Ernst, roentgenologist, who at one time was associated
with Dr. Gardner in some silicosis studies.

Dr. Siebert pointed out what he described as an inconsistency in the
second paragraph of Dr, Gardner's Inmterim Report of May 16, 1941:

Miscroscopic examination of their lung tissues has failed
to demonstrate the presence of any fibres of glass. Smsll
guantities of very mimte particles, which are probebly
glass splintered in the process cresting the dust, have
been observed within the lungs. Reaction to these particles
is limited to microscopic collections of cells which could
not conceivably influence pulmonary function.

I pointed out that the first sentence has to do witb fibers, which are
not present, as differentiated from minute particles, which are exon—
ereted from any conceivable influence on pulmonary function. Veverthe~
less, Dr. Siebert ssid, this differeptiation offered one reason why

he wished to examine the slides. Furtber, Pr. Sisbert said, Dr. Gard-
ner's report implies that there is no heslth hazard because glass fibers
are too large to get into the lungs. This assumption, based on site,
he indicsted, is no longer warranted in the 1ight of knowledge that
asbestos particles much larger than the Fibergles particles do get
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erto the lungs. FRe need to know,"” he u.i_d, *yxhet aize glass fibers
do get in." Tie know there cen be no silicosis hazard from glass fibers
becsuse they contain no free sflica, but we also know that other dusis
can be injurious and it is still necessary to exonerate glass fiber
dust "

Dr. Siebert repested that it is foriunate that Dr. Gardner has done
this work, and he emphasized that he czn accept Gardner's procedure

. and techniques, Ke wishes only the opportunity to exarine the slides
and check Cardner's interpretstions with his omn. Xy hunch is thet
he looks forwerd to this opportunity to bring himself to the attention
of Dr. Gardner, It may be necexs to tundle him into a plane later
for a ore~day session with Gardneriin Saranace

Dr, Siebert ssid he wanta to talk to Gardner to incuire whether it
would be possible to take some of the glass-fiber—custed animsls and
pubject them to tuberculosis. *We need to know," he suggested, ¥whether
exposure to glass wool dust—which may be entirely benign in and of
{tself—nevertheless predisposes an organism to tuberculosis.®* He
explained thet normal, heslthy guinea pigs, injected with tuberculosis
germs, die in eight weeks., It would be very simple for Dr. Gardner,

Dr. Siebert suggested, to take several hez1thy guinez pigs as a comtrol -
group, inject them with tuberculosis germs, do the same with glass—
fiber-dusted guinea pigs, and watch results. If the glase-fiber—dusted
animsls died no sooner than the unexposed animsls, he said, it would

be conclusive evidence that exposure to glass wool dust does not pro-
dispose an individual to pulmonary disorders.

Dr. Siebert alsoseid he is planning to create dusted atmospheres in

the room adjoining his laboratory in DePsul Hospital., He will do so
with a steel tennis racket, beating samples of Fiberglas with counted
strokes on successive days, measuring the particles per cubic foct.
Using himself as the guinea pig, he will breathe the duat and have
himself exsmined by eye—esr-nose-and throst physicians at the hospital
to determine the effect on the mucosa of his throat and nasal passagesSe
He will repeat the experiments with the samples of competitive products
(857 magnesis, rock wook, rock rork, etc.) sent to him from Nemark.

I celled his attestion to the fact that Fiberglas is a practically ast-
free product and described the Purdue vibrztion tests which showmed
negligible settlement after prolonged, severe dropping of a Jig and
ectensive oscillations, He requested a copy of the Purdoe report (which
is to be sent by Mr. Rogers) and said this would be very significent.
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Information on which Dr. Siebert rely falls into these three
categories: :

/

1, Date supplied from our recordsi

2. Date from sources other than Owens—Corning. (In this
category he includes informstion -aveilsble to the
géneral public, like Dr. McIllvain's report (Bulletin
No. 2 of the Pennsylvania Safe Practices Conference).

3. Independent resesrch undertaken by himself,

Although these are detailed furthdr in the attached outling, the
following information is significant, Dr. Siebert saye thet ir.
Marshall informed him that addijional data are’to be sent him within
two weeks by the Ohio Industrial Commission concerning our assertion
that no award has ever been made in Ohio to any individual on the
basis of an occupational disease attributable to exposure to Fiber-
gles products, Mr. Bartley added parenthetically that he hoped this
informstion would go back through the period befere Owens-Corning
was formed and include the time when Fibergles was mamufactured by
Owens-I1linois. Mr. Bartley, minimizing his interest in the possi-
bility of a dermatitis hazard, said he is greztly concerned over
length of exposure over a period of years as & factor in the in-
vestigation,

Dr. Siebert said that he has & protege:
- ¥. K. Ri.laon, ¥oDo

who is plant physician for Chevrolet, Fisher Body, and the new T.N.T.
plant in St. Louis. Dr. Wilson is nom in Toropto, having been sent
there by these three companies to make a study of occupational diseases,
Dr. Siebert has asked him to bring back any available information.

Dr. Sisbert requested that he receive letters fros the three ophthal-
mologists (eye—ear-nose—and-throat epe cialists) in Newark as to
whether they notice in their private practice any unusual incidence
of nose or throat infections among Fiberglas production employees.

(X have requested Dr. Campbell to get these letters for us and will

follom hmo)
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He asked also for a statement from Aetna regarding experience

with the Orene—Corning groups” (I am sending him a copy of

John Hill's letter attached. Incidently, r, Bill is following
this letter with one from Aetna's chief engineer at Hartford,)

Be also asked for letters from the United States Kavy, Budd Manu-
facturing, Gustin-Bacon, end Pan-imerican Alrways about experience
with thelr employees in the handling of Fiberglas, (I think we
should steer this one off on the ground that we have supplied

him with complete data, and that although he is free to write hinself,
be will realize »e are not amxdous to put any negative suggestion
in the minds of some of our best customers,. X¥oreover, he has Fiber=
glas Standards sheets setting fofth navel specificstions on our
products, which inply that the msteris) is satisfactory to the Navy;
he has the ¥eIllvein report to cover Budd; and we can supply him
with a reprint of the New York'Times story on Pan-American's use

of acoustical blankets, together with the application photograph
from Boeing. As to Gustin-Bacon, they are the exclusive purveyor
of Fiberglas products to the railroad industry and their statemsnts
would reflect our point of viem,

Dr. Siebert went through my collection of glossy prints showing
workers handling Fiberglas, both in the Newark plant end in appli-
cators’plants, and requested copies to document his reporte These
are going off to him,

- * * *

At Dr. Siebert's urgent insistence, I steysd in St. Louis Thursday
night and spent most of Friday with him, Thursday evening he gave
me his longhand draft of the attached outline, which I typed in
quadruplicate at the hdtel on Friday morning. Retaining two copies,
I left the original and the longhand draft with Dr. Siebert after
discussing it further with him, and sent the duplicate copy to kr.

Bartley by messenger,

Mr, Bartley telephoned me Pridsy morning to say he had received a

copy of a letter written to a Mr. George A. Rodgeman of the Fidelity

and Casualty Company of New York, from Dr. Psterson of the Reference

Library of the Amsrican Medieal Association. Mr. Hodgaman had made

an inguiry of Mr. Bartley's request., The letter cited Dr, Gardnerts
. work, Dr. lanza's work, and a professor at the Colorado Bchool of
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G}ines who said Fiberglas causes keratosis, Mr. Bartley is to

send coples to Dr. Siebert and to ms, (Copy attached).

On Pridey afternoon I umpacked the samples at the hospital and
examined them with Dr, Slebert, late Friday afterncon, Dr. Siebert
end T visited the Anhenser-Busch brewsry, where I renewed my
acqueintence with Ray Seeker and Agnes Rabbit, both of wham were
prominent at the A.I.H.A. meeting Uey 19. Dr. Siebert is patholo~
gist to the brewery and is proud of his association there, He is
a8 good friend of Dr., Ted Hanser, who is industrisl physician at
Anheuser-Busch, ’

Mr, Bartley proudly displayed memofold when we met him Thuradgy
noone At his reguest memofolds 4lso have been ordered for his
partners at Bartley & Mayfield, 208 North Broadway, St. Loule:

Gene Mayfield, James Po. Kellett, Malcolm L. Bartley, Weldo C. May-
field, (Kellstt ®nce was ansocia’cod with John L, Lewis and is
former Industrial Commissioner of Illinois under Gov, Dunn)e A memo-
f0ld alsc has been ordered for Dr, Siebert,

¥ote re Dr, Siebertts fee:

I explained to both Mr. Bartley and Dr. S8iebert that we will be

glad to take care of Dr. SBiebertt!s charges for the investigation,
whatever they are, because we do not want the Union to be put to any
expense, 411 that we ask, I said, is that Dr. Siebert charge an
amount that he can sustain by sound professional opinion as being
appropriate and that we would like that to be the test because

we don't want him to be in the position of charging any more or less
than the report is fairly worth. I said that we are looking forward
to helping the Union get an honest, thorough report that any compe-
tent professional man could look at and find right, and that we are
andous that he make this kind of a report on his account as well as
on our om, I also explainsd that we have in mind following this
matter through to the point where the report and subssquent inter-
pretations of it or testimony based on it will bury completely every
question that might be reised and that we expect to feel free to call
on Dr. 8iebert in conjunction with Dr. Gardner or Dr, Campbell or
anybody else to carry through whatever further studies may be necessary,
Dr. Siebert agreed that he will render the bill to us through Mr.
Bartley, This procedure is satisfactory to Mr, Bartley, and I ex-
plained to him that we will pay any charges rendered by Dr. Siebert
that he spproves.
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Note on Timing of Report

It will be impossible for Dr. Siebert to have his repart ready for
considerstion by the Union during June, ! He 1 st111 shooting at
the August 1 date.

Dr. Siebert, I think, realizes the urgency of the situstion from
our point of view., But he dislikes being hurried. ("Remenber,

I am pathologist at five hospitals, and sick people depend on my
routine work, If I had known, Bill," he said to Mr, Bartley,

mihat this investigation would teke so much time, I never would
have got into it, But here I an and chances are that the three

of us in this room," he said, ingluding himself, Mr, Bartley, and
me, "together with Gardner and a few other fellows know just about
everything that is kmomn concerning the health hazards of Fiber-
glas.") Mr. Bartley read him ¥r, Marshall's letter expressing the
hope thet Dr. Siebertls report would be available in time for action
by the Local in June, so that a report eould go into the July iasue
of the Asbestos Worker. Dr. Siebert suggested that Mr, Bartley go
before the local at itsfext meeting (June 17) and say that an ex-
tensive report is now being prepared by Dr. Siebert, to be based
on independent research, & study of the world medical literature,
and informstion from all other avzilable sources. Mr, Bartley
agreed to give this word to Gus Schmitters, business agent of
Locel No. 1, elthough he appsared to be somewhat loath to be in the
position of pressing something into the Localls minutes for publi-
cation in the Asbestos Worker.

The subject of Sickles'! letter to Schmitters regerding Consolidated
Edison did not come up. Whnether Mr. Bartley knows about it I do
not knowe I suggest, however, it will be well for Mr. Marshall to
pend him the attached photostat of the letter of June 12 from Mr»

_ Beardsley, Just received from Mr, Dias, which demolishes the re-
joinder that Sickles made to Beardsley's letter of Mey 2.

I feel sure, however, that my vieit hurried him along by nailing
down his procedure and formulating the outline, I think that by
telephoning at intervals of two or three days, correspondence, and
visits at intervals of ten days or two weeks, we may step this wp
by two or three weeks, For instance, if I were to go to St. louis
again on Monday, June 23, and stay until necessary to go to Dallas
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for the June 28 mesting, and stop in St. louls again on Monday
June 30 returning from Dallay, I can do the folloming:

1, Offer my omn services as a gufnea pig in the
dusting tesis.

2. Carry through the mechanical detalls of setting
up laboratory procedures at DePsul hospital for
the independent research he plans.

3, Stand by to get his draft dictated. (This &s the

way he works.) .
i

L. Step up the clerical work of getting the report in
fina)l shape for subaission to Mr. Bartleye
¢

Y4

Bdward C. Amss



OWENS - CORNING FIBERGLAS CORPORATION /

INTRA-COMPANY CORRESPONDENCE

- r &
— s
Geperal Offices - Toledo, Ohlo i J\/ \..')(

January 7, 1942
Attention of Yr, Parold Boeschenstein <._

Bubject 0

]
EJ¥ thinke there 46 "the germ ¢f 2 major stretegy here.” KHe
suggests

l. Conpiletion of asbestosis file, as suggested,

2. Explcre with Aetns what we cen get in woy of (ﬂ( ,),./,_./
"autometic, pienole coverage” 4n nature of .
pvblic lietility....llke coverage extended by Wr(o".\. wX
coder chert menufecturer ageinst woth holes, .

K fetom -
3. "X" step -- hew to utilize and get results o Pmnleas
a. go to unicn edic turkey and lay it on line? afip [aieid
L lelan
b. or - start with people ve know in union et
and build up conficence in worker that he
is protected and there ie no risk?
Queries:

1. Vould we have to do sare in Fquipment field?

¢. How would this affect our terms and oonditions of
sele?

/-'

DI

ECA/bw
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OCF Documents from Lawrence Madeksho

These are from two bumdles of OCF documents that I have had for
some time but never examined recently. Originally I had looked at
them and discounted their significance because they all are dated
in the 1960s. However, they proved of interest to attorney L¥ in
Texas, who culled the enclosed items from the two stacks, each
about 3 in. thick. I have the stacks, too, which were returned.

This material I have examimed and tried to group roughly in this
"order":

1. awareness of the hazard of asbestos diseases, esp.
wrt/Kaylo insulation

2. awareness and concern about dust on Kaylo block products

3. continuing battle w/union over health hazards inside the
Kaylo mfg plant in Berlin, NJ, esp. over dust from trim
saws used in finishing line to remove excess and provide

constant dimensions for products to be shipped, 1960-63,
continuing through 1969.

4. program to develop asbestos-free Kaylo (calcium silicate
block and pipecovering), indicating pressures from
customers and upper mgmt

5. warnings to product users and the general public

6. OCF contract w/Pabco (Fibreboard) on distribution of Kaylo

. miscellaneous documents of lesser interest to me

-3

July 12, 1985



