MEMORANDIUOH

- s XN e = e e

‘ Hé.vuu’ibe_r.. 224 19&8 ’

Subfect: PAPER READ BY DR. W. C. HUEPER OF THE SUBJECT OF
OCCUPATIONAL CANCER BEFORE THE APHA

Doar Doctor Woodyt

A paper entitled Prevention gnd Conirol of Industrial Cancer was read
by Dr. ¥, C, Bueper, Chief, Envircnmental Cancer Section, Cancar Control

Branch, National Cauncer Ipstitute, Bethegda, Md., before tha Industrial
Eygiens Section and Subcommittee on Medical Care of tha American Public
Health Associatlon, The occasion was the 76th Annual meeting of the .
APHA mand an audience cstimated by the wiriter at 200 - 200 people were in
attendance at Taldot Hall, Mechanics Building, Boston, Massachusetts at
2130 P.X., Novembar 11, 1948, 1

In his preliminary remarke, Dr. Husper indicated that research on the
etiology of “cancer {ndicated a sirong link between enviromment and cancer
4ncidence. Recent evidence haa pointed out a definite correlation be-
tween cancer incidence and expoeures to ultra~violet radiation, asbestos,
benzol, certalin orgauic amines, paraffin oils, as well as heavy petroleum
distillatas and degradation products such as tare, cokes, and pitches. He
then discussaed an {dealired approach to the control of the prablem which

would involve the following pointst

1) Xvaluate the carcinogenicity of suspected compounda and materials
through animal experimentation.

2) Investigate vital statlistics records for cases of cancer and
trace the amployment history of these indiriduals. In certain
instences it sight be necessary to emploay Soclal Security records

o - “4o follow the employment of the individual,

-———

3) In case that the foregoing provides evidence pointing to an un-
usual incidence of caucer in a certain fndusiry, the plant rec-
. ords of that industry will te investigated to detsrmins what
activities and exposures within that i.nd.utry produce the higher

inc{dences of cancer.
&) Medicel diagnostic procedures tmust be {mproved as a great many

cates ars being missed at the present time. Considerable work
of thie type is being done in private laboratories and the
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Pnblic Health Service is setting up wuch g la.'boratory at
Georgetwn Univu-aity. Washi{ngton, D. C.

S) Initiate pravontlvo measures as soon as possidls eince - the
identification of the offending agent ia not necessary.
‘Industrially, the approach would.be as follows:

'a) Through technical conmtrol aim at ths complete elimination
of the exposure, ar,

d) Minimirze the exposure by seeking improved industrial ap-
paratus euch as leak-proof equipment, closed syatems, eto.

€) Provide suitable personal protective equipment such as
glovas, boote, impervious clothing, etc.

4) Provide mdequate sanitary facilities. This would require
an expanaion of lockar facilities in most existing plants.

o) Ipstruct the workers in the proper use of the protective
moaguree providad and tell them why their caoperation is

required,

£) Tor certaln cperatiens ia industry fhe expasure may be
ainfnized by the use of teams, trained to psrform their
duties with a ninim of exposure, aund provided with special

safeguards,
§) Madiecal control pregrams must bs set up, not only for current

divgnosis and treatment, but aimed at following the worksr through-

out a latent period vhich may extend for 15-20 years.

7) A goveramental factory inspection system would ba set up to in-
sure that the foregoing requirsments are met.

8) Protcct‘lon for worksrs in interstats cemmarce would be sectured
by setting up standards for containers and suitable warning

latelse.

9).. Registration and licensing by a government sgency would be re-
= ‘'yuired for those factories handling known carcinogense.

10) Awending of present State occupational diseass lsws to provide
suf{table compensation for occupatiaonsl éander and te insure the
industriasl control of exposured.

Cgé pr-2 @M
Olyde M. Barry, V/4
Induatrial Hygteniet
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