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January 28, 1973

Mr. Lewis Bergman

The zditor

The New York Times Magazine
229 Yest 43 S:trset

MNew York, ew York 10036

Dear Mr. Bergman:

In a New Yerk Tires Sunday Magaczine article entitled "Askestes, the ;
of lives, has a deadly side" (January 21), your writer, Rokert Sherril
unjustly and harshly attacked the United States asbestos industry for
alleged total irresponsibility regarding the health hazards faced by its
erplcyees from the inhalation cf astestos dust.

Mr. Sherrill created this herrendous and erronecus portrait by the simple
procedure o¢ purposzefully isncring and refusing to include in his article
any eviderce to the contrary, even though data con medical research spons?
by the industry, roney spent on dust control squitment over the vears and
other relewvant informaticn was sent hixm by the Industry, and which ne
clains to have read thoroughly.

although Mr. Shexrill did make a token approach to the industry for its
comments. e refuseé either tc meet wizh industry representatives or to
visit an asbestos plant, claiming that he did not have enough time to &c

so. A lack of time <an never serve 23 & legitimate excuse for a journalist's
failure to properly research and document an article. )

In printing Mr, Sherrilil's cne-sided and irresponsible article, Tha lNew Zcxk
Times assumes responsibilicy for its contents, and therafore nas a strcng
moral as well as sournalistis obligaticn to print the attached letter of
clarification, Wnile we aggreciate tha% its length i3 somewhat unus:zal,

in comparison with the 20 or so coiumns allotted to Mr, Sherxill, our
letter, if anything, is rnot long enough.

We await your response.

Very truly yours,

Matthew M, Swetonic
Exacutive Secratary
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