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FROM: . fl72-2 - .R. K. Massey

SUBJECT: Asbestos - Attached
Cozments o8 possible hesglth hazards of finely ground asbestos appear to
be increasing. Bas Research considered this? Any Federal contidols on
1ts use could cause us real problems.
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Sources of alraorne asbestos
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. Asbestos-lmed ducts used in centnly air-canditioned building:
e . Asbestos ducts and insulation in home central-heating plants. .

F'mm:. eumnz. and remmg “asbestos-filled mllboards a
flogrings, piping_and insulation,

fan oF ashestonlla Seiab, AN TIALT SR

- .whm%.mw%m filtered effiuent from asbestos pmessxn; plants.

~ 2 Mo'lor vehicle brake linmgs and dutth platas. .
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them up to fve years to esta
asbestos’ true role as an air poll
However, Congress may sct b
the rscarch s fnished. Says R
sentative Robert Watkins (R.,
"We're 3ten esough evidence

bill of health, With juse a little 1
daz well move for controls
anu onevn"”

Some form of asbestos contn
in the offing, public health off
are certain, il enly part of 2 &k
clean-ambient.air program. Hown
there is the danger that Congress
enact rigorous controls on the qu
ty of asbestos that could de used

1a that case both Canada and
asbestos  producs manufacn
would be hard hit. Of the five fc

' “of asbestos mined twoday, chryy
asbestes holds the predominant.
ket position because of its ins
ing and processing qualities. C=
produces more than 30% of the ¢
sotile asbestos used in the U.S
hoth countries. 3 number of se
dislocatigns would occur,

At present, there is no known
terial that ecouid fill all of ashe
strategic roles. On the other }
should Tfederal controls merely
{or higher standards for binders
shieldings, that would spark a ri
new products, with plasties
the lead.

Reason, say industry spokes
present  polymer technology
easily turn up products to rcph:
bestos in most end-usea.

a:-‘:.“ and B. L. McFariand and Associates -
ST T (Pt Worti asd Midland, Tex), 3 Asbes tos: Aw
""'.‘. > group of five companies invoived in .
"ad ™ ,.ollshore-and onshore drilling opera- The asbestos industry——mwhose end -
| .- ¥ tions, have agreed:-i0 merge subject  prgdgers are valued at more thaa $500
ey’ ~'to stockholders’ approval. The Me-  ugian/year—may be in for a shake-
%7 . :Farisnd group operatss five offsbore oy 1t could come im the form ef
F 2 idrilling rigs in the Gulf of Mexico. federal legsiation Limiting the wee of
: 0) A tenmative agreement 10 METTE g4beston, becawss asbestos has been se-
* has been reached by US. Plywood  cyged-—ihough mot yet “convicted®—
Corp. (New York) and -Champion ,a,mmmmmmb-,,a@dv.m-mmx«u
L Papers. Inc. (Hamilton, O:%.-R s sub- ~ .uu'mmmamm
*s ., ject 10 both dircetors’ and swockhold- plasties.
-y e approval The corporate identities Recent studies have convineed US,
" ol both companiss will be preserved. pyhiic Health Service speciatists and
' uther medical suthorities that about
Reducing Gas Rates 40% of all Americans have.mild,
.. . chronic cases of asbestosis, ecven
The Federal Power Commiuion has  though most of them ncver worked
. ordercd El Paso Nawral Gas Co. and  directly with asbestos.
+ . Trnanswesicrn Pipeline Co. to reduce Unlike other airborne dust particles,
* by S17 mﬂhon/year the price of na  gehestos fbers have the ability—ale
. " .twral ga3 in the southern California  muat as much as activated carbon—
market. to 3sbsord polycyelic hydrocarbons
The rate cut stems from the July and ameniczls. Furthermore, says
26 decision in which FPC turned  USPHS. in the past 30 years the 2s.
down the application of Gulf Pacifc  bestes-related cancer rate has ine
Pipciine Co. (a Tenneco subsidiary)  creased sixfold,

: ° to supply gas to the Los Angeles area The Infcrences: While the average
(CIV. Aup. 6. p. 20). Gulf Pacific  auheston worker is well protected, the
last week filed for a rehearing. mun on the wres: is not. The 3xi«

Fl. Paso and Transwestern were misron adwitos o= in his lungs can
told they.would have to lower their  yiwns from 2 varizsty of sources (rable,
rates to retiect the lower costs resuit. il e pt,

. ing from the bigger deliverics pose A mcdics! exncrts say there's no

- sibi¢ in the cxpanded system. At the = = *» zwew hydrocarbon conteat

ame time. FPC said it would condust | .= :nowe lung deposits. .
furthes proceedings to deeide if cus. \itorican Caneet Society researche
tomers should get additional henefitt  ope feet ecrtain there is 3 synergistie
‘rewilting (rom more liberal deprecia. ectationship among dirhorne asbestos,
tivn allowances. aniing and lung s3ncer. They reason
FPC has given the companies 45 | that the nomdegradable, h\’dnexrbon-
dawv 10 show cause why the redustion swabod filers may well be 3 tohstant

shoutd not take place. . roirse of lung irsitation,
.. 2 cuzmw. w:zx September 10, 1968 .
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