
Mar ch  I S , 1957

Mr . T . L, Eon an , 

Dear  Tom:

As you  re que s te d , I  ch e ck e d  in t o  t h e  s i t u a t io n  a t  Hu go, Oklah om a 
a s  r e p o r t e d  by Mr . Dean  Walker o f  t h e  Dean  W a lke r  Mo to r  Company i n  h i s  
l e t t e r  t o  The Te xa s  Company. - ;

The fo l lo w in g  p a r t i e s  w ere co n t a c t e d  e i t h e r  on  Th u rsd a y a ft e r n o o n  
o r  F r id a y  m orn in gs M r .. Bean  W a lk e r , Dr . E. A. Jo h n s o n , D r . H. W. Ke n a ga , 
Mr . H a s k e ll Ca ld w e ll and  Mr . Br u ce  M a t h is .

I  do n o t  f e e l  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  any ca u s e  fo r  a la n s  a s  n one o f  t h e  
ca s e s  o f  s u p p o se d ly  p o is o n in g  h a ve  o ccu r r e d  r e c e n t ly  b u t  a l l  o f  t h o s e  w it h  
w h ich  Mr . Wa lke r  was fa m i l i a r  h ave  b e e n  sp r e a d  o v e r a  p e r io d  o f  a  y e a r  o r  
tw o. Mr . w a lk e r  i s  n o t  p a r t i c u la r ly  a la r m e d  b u t  r a th e r  cu r io u s  a s  t o  t h e  
e x a c t  t yp e  o f  p o is o n in g  w h ich  h a s  b e e n  o c c u r r in g , sin c e  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  
w h ile  somewhat ig n o r a n t  on  t h e  s u b je c t , h e , n e v e r t he le s s , m akes a  hobby 
o f  m e d ic in e .

In d iv id u a l ca s e s  in v e s t ig a t e d  w ere a s  fo llo w s :

| m e c h a n ic , l o s t  a  f in g e r  a p p r o x im a t e ly  a  y e a r  ago 
and Mr . W a lke r  in d ic a t e d  t h a t  he b e lie v e d  t h i s  was clue to  le a d  p o is o n in g .
Dr . Ke n a ga , who t r e a t e d  Ca s t le b e r r y , in d ic a t e d  th *-t  he  p e r s o n a lly  d ia gn o s e d  
t h e  ca s e  a s  a  low  gr a d e  o f  i n fe c t i o n . Ho s t a t e d  t h et  M H B H H k jS r a n k  a 
l o t  and h is  r e s is t a n c e  was lo w . He d e f i n i t e l y  d id  no t  r e e !^ H ? ^ L t  was le a d  
p o is o n in g  b u t  seemed t o  b e  o f  t h e  o p in io n  t h a t  le a d Bligh t  h a ve  b een  p a r t i a l l y  
r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  t h e  i n fe c t i o n . I  was u n a b le  to  lo c at e  Mi

had s e v e r a l in fe c t io n s  on  h i s  h an d s a b o u t  fe ix 
m on ths a go . u r . d on n eon , who t r e a t e d  h im , s t a t e d  th- t  he f e l t  t h e  le a d  in  
t h e  g a s o l in e  was ca u s in g  co n g e s t io n  o f  t h e  p a r t , lea v in g  i t  op en  to  i n fe c t i o n . 
He d id  n o t  d ia gn o s e  t h e  t r o u b le  a s  le a d  p o is o n in g . He t r e a t e d  b y •c a u t e r is in g , 
u s in g; s i l v e r  n i t r a t e . _

had an  i n fe c t i o n  o n  h is  hand  ab ou t  two y e a r s  a go . He 
was t r e a t e d  by1 h a d d t o r  who i s  no lo n g e r  i n  Hu go. Ma th is  f e l t  t h a t  ETHIL Gaso­
l i n e  m igh t  h ave  b een  r e s p o n s ib le  b u t  in d ic a t e d  t h a t h is  d o c t o r  had  made no 
su ch  a s s e r t io n .

Mr. h im s e lf, h a s  had s e v e r ;! in fe c t io n s  on  h is  han d sth e
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l a s t  a b o u t  s i x  m on ths a go . He h a s  been  t r e a t e d  by Dr . Jo h n s o n , w hose o p in io n  
h a s  ;d r e a d y  been  g iv e n .

Rone o f  t h e  men e ffe c t e d  a r e  d e v o t in g  e i t h e r  t h e i r  e n t i r e  o r  even  
t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  t im e  r e p a i r in g  o r  h a n d ling  c a r b u r e t o r s . A l l  o f  
them do g e n e r a l m e ch a n ica l work an d  t h e i r  work w it h ca r b u r e t o r s  se ld om  
e xce e d s  m ore t h a n  on e  e ve r y  o t h e r  d a y . I t  d oes  n o t  seem t o  me t h a t  s u ch  
p o s s ib le  e xp o s u r e s  t o  le a d  compounds i s  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  g iv e  any t r o u b le  from  
t h a t  s o u r ce . :

A ft e r  n y c o n t a c t s  w it h  t h e s e  p a r t i e s , w it h  t h e  e xcep t io n  o f  t h e  
two d o c t o r s , I  do n o t  fe e l  t h a t  an y o f  them a t t r ib ut e  t h e i r  d i f f i c u l t y  t o  
le a d  p o is o n in g . I  d id  n o t  a t t e m p t  t o  d is c u s s  t h e  cas e s  w it h  t h e  d o c t o r s  
o t h e r  th an  to  o b t a in  t h e i r  o p in io n s  and  t h e i r  d ia g no s is . Bo t h  d o c t o r s  
e xp r e sse d  a  w i l l in g n e s s  t o  h a ve  Dr . Keh oe  co r r e s p o nd  w it h  them on  t h e  
¡¡la t t e r .

You r s  ve r y  t r u ly ,

■ 'tael f;
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