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March 186, 1937

Mr. T, L. BRonan,
Dear Tom:

As you requested, I checked into the situation at Hugo, leéhoma
&g reported by dr. Desn ¥slker of the Qean Valker Motor Company in his
letter to The Texae Company. o

The following partles were contacted elther on Thursday afternoon
or Fridey morning: Mr. Dean Wslker, Dr. E. 4. Johmeorn, Dr. H. W. Kenaga,
Hr. Hagkell Coldwell epd Hr. Bruce Hathis.

1 do mot feel that there ¢ eny cruse for alarm &s none of the
cases of pupposedly poisoning have occurred recently but a1l of those with
which ¥r. Welker was familiar hove been spread over o perlod of a year or
two. Adr. VWalker is not particularly slsmmed but rather curious as to the
exact type of polsoning whick hss bsen occurring, since it appesrs that
vhile somewh:t ignorant on the subject, he, nevertheless, makes & hobby
of medicine.
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Individusl cases investipgeted were as follows:

_ ;mechanic, logt & finger spproximately & year ago
. Yelker indieated thot he believed this wes due to luzd polsorning,
nags, who treated Castleberry, indlceoisd thet he personally aisgno
= cage a8 & low grade of infectlon. He stated thot 1
lot &nd his resistance wes low. He definltely did pot
polcgoning but seemed to be of ths opinion that lead mi:
regponeibile for the infectlon. I was unuble to loesate ¥

F had seversl infecticons on his honds zbout kix
months ags. re Johnson, who trested him, stated th t h:, felt the lewd in
ving 1t o

the gasoline was causins conjestlon of the part, lea it open to infectlon.
Be 0id not disgmose the trouble as lead polegonings. He tree -.d by cauterizing,
using silver nitrzte. i

w had on infeection on his hand sbout two years sgo. BHe
vag treate Qt T vho is no longer in Hugo. Hathisfelt that ETHIL Gueo-~
line might bive been ruesponsible but indicated thzt his doctor had made mo
such assertlon.

j- '

¥

e t was lead
t have been pariially
-

»

¥
o

3

&'u:.- himself, has had seversl infections or his hands tho
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last about six months ezc. He hes been treated by Dr. Johnson, whose opinion
hus already been plvend

Kone of the men effected are devoting elther their entire or even
the greater part of thelir time repsiring or handling carhuretors. 411 of
then do genersl muchinical work and thelr work with carburetors seldom
exceeGs more than one every other day. It does not seem to me that such )
poseible exposures to lead compounds is gufficient to give any trouble from
that gource.
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AfPter ny contacts with these parties,
1en atiritute tha

two coctors, I do mot feel thut any of than ir
lead polsoning. I did not attempt to discuss the cases with the doctors
otner then o obtain thelr opinlons and their iz Roth doctors

sxpressed o willingness teo have Dr. Behoe corrquund with them on the
satter.

Yours very truly,
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