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M EM O RA N D U M  F O R : M r .  H ood
S u b je c t:  C o u n c il P a r t i c ip a t io n  in  M i. S in a i E n v iro n m e n ta l

H e a lth  S e r v ic e s  S tu d ie s  -  A s b e s to s  U s a g e .

( A s  is  know n b y  p re v io u s  d i s c u s s io n s  and  f ro m  r e p o r t s ,  th e  C o u n c il
i s  c o o p e ra t in g  w ith  an d  b a a  d e s ig n a te d  H a r r y  H o w a rd , B e th le h e m  S te e l  
to  be i t s  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  in  d e l ib e r a t io n s  c o n d u c te d  by  D r .  S e lik o ff  an d  
A s s o c ia t e s ,  D iv is io n  o f E n v iro n m e n ta l  H e a lth  S tu d ie s , M oun t S in a i S ch oo l 
o f M e d ic in e , C ity  U n iv e rs i ty  of New  Y o rk  in  m a t t e r s  c o n c e rn in g  a s b e s to s i s  
and  a s s o c ia te d  d i s e a s e s  in  s h ip y a r d s .  T h is  m e m o ra n d u m  13 p r e p a r e d  
fa llo w in g  d is c u s s io n s  w ith  D r .  D u n can  H o lad a y , I n d u s t r ia l  H yg iene  E n g i­
n e e r  on  th e  s ta f f  of D r .  S e iik o ff  th is  d a te ,  w ith  th e  p u rp o s e  of s u c ie n c t ly  
s ta t in g  v /h a t th is  in v o lv m e n t i s  a b o u t.

F o x  o v e r  tw en ty  y e a r s  D r .  S e iik o ff  h a s  in te r e s te d  h im s e lf  in  m e d ic h l 
p r o b le m s  r e s u l t in g  f ro m  the  u s e  of a s b e s to s .  H av ing  e s ta b l is h e d  to  h is 
s a t i s f a c t io n  th a t  a s b e s to s  c an  be d a n g e ro u s  to h e a l th  and  in  th e  a b s e n c e  of _  
a  s u i ta b le  s u b s t i tu te ,  h e a l th  s a fe g u a rd s  m u s t  be e m p lo y e e , in  O c to b e r  of 
th is  y e a r  an d  a d  hoc c o m m itte e  c am e  in to  be ing  w ith  th e  e x p r e s s e d  p u r ­
p o se  of p r e p a r in g  a  ’‘R e c o m m e n d e d  P r a c t i c e s  M anual f o r  A s b e s to s  H an d l­
ing  in  S h ip b u ild in g  an d  S h ip  R e p a i r ” . On th is  c o m m it te e  a r e  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  
f r o m  th e  p ro d u c in g  in d u s t ry  ( Jo hns-M anv ilfee), the  N avy , B u re a u  of L a b o r ,  
L a b o r  U n io n s , N a tio n a l In s u la t io n  C o n tr a c to r s  A s s o c ia t io n  an d  o u r C ouncil 
a lo n g  w ith  th e  M ount S in a i s tu d y  g ro u p .

T he
T he M ount S in a i s tu d y  g ro u p  is  funded  by o rg a n iz e d  la b o r  an d  a s b e s to s  

p ro d u c e r s  { m a in ly  Jo h n s -M a n v iH e ) . I t  is  th e  hope of D r .  H o lla d a y , a  r e t i r e d  
p u b lic  h e a l th  3 erv i< .e o f f ic e r  and  p r in c ip a l  s ta f f  oiffneerron the  p r o je c t  to  c o m ­
p le te  the  d r a f t  of the  m a n u a l in  la te  J a n u a r y .  We w il l  be g iv e n  th e  o p p o rtu n ity  

• to  r e v ie w  i t s  c o n te n ts .  P u b l ic a t io n  d a te  i s  p lan n ed  f o r  E e b r u a r y - M a r c h .
T h is  ia  th e  end  of th ia  p r o je c t  w ith  th e  e x c e p tio n  o f p o s s ib le  fo llo w -u p  fo r  
c h a n g S3 in  th e  " s ta te  o f the  a r t ” .

T he m a n u a l w ill n o t be  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  in c id e n c e  o£ d i s e a s e ,  c a s e  
h i s to r i e s  of im p r o p e r  p r o c e d u r e s ,  e tc .  It w ill a t te m p t  only  to  p ro v id e  r e c o m ­
m e n d a t io n s  fo r  b e s t  u s a g e  in  r e s p e c t  to h a z a r d s .  I t i s  b e in g  d e v e lo p e d  a s  a 
p r a c t i c a l  to o l by p r a c t i c a l  a u th o r s .  I t  is  no t be ing  p r e p a r e d  u n d e r  airy 

;% g o v e rn m e n ta l  a g e n c ie s ,  V* e w ill h av e  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  n o t o n ly  of re v ie w in g
" the w o rk  b u t d i s t r ib u t in g  i t  to  in te r e s te d  p a r t ie s  a s  a  p u b lic  a e r iv e e  u n d e r
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th e  g r a n ts  to  M i. S in a i to  p r iv a te  in d u s t ry  ( s h ip y a rd s )  a t  no c o s t .  Mo 
p u b lic  f a n fa re  i s  p ro g ra m m e d  o r d e s i r e d  in  th is  u n d e r ta k in g  by ths M ount 
S in a i g ro u p .
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