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bear ur_ Gusterman:

In recent months there has been lncreasing interest in
the subject df talc, particularly with regard to the
nature and extent of its ashestos content, Since you

axre one of ouxr many valued tals purchasers, we feel

you should be aware of important information on this
)(ﬁﬁ subject,

The Ocoupational Safety ‘and Health Administration {0SHA)
currently has in effact an asbestos standard which pre-
scribes that employees ray be axposed 6 no more than

2 ashestos fipeys per cublc centimeter of air for.an
8~hour time-weighted average, and tO no mare than 10
asbastos fibelrs per cubic centimeter at any time., 7Tn
October, 18375, 0SEA proposed to lower the 8«~hour time-
welghted limit to 0.5 ashestoes fibers per cc, and &
asbastos fibers per c¢. for any vericd not execaeding 15
minutes. Verw recently it has been reported that the :
National Ihstitute for Occupational Safety and Health has : {
'recommendead e regpective permitted exXposure levels pe
Limited evén {further - to 0.0 aspestos fibers and 0.5
asbeastos fib&rs per co,
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In its! October, 1975 proposal, OSHA defiges asbestos to
include chrysotile, amesite, Srocidolita, tremolitce,
- d@nthophyllite and actinolite, and every product containing :
any of these minerals. OSHA also defines an ashestos
fibex as a particulate form of any of i
which is lengér thap § micrometers, an
Giameter of 5 micrometers and = length
{’h at least 3 to 1, .
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The reason for the Proposed revision of the standard foy
Occupational eXposure to asbestos is that asbestos, in
its several comnercial forms, hag been associatrea with
the production o4 net only asbestosis pbut a varisty of
cancers and fplignancies. Because of the many unknown
factors, ineiuding the variability -of individueal
response to CBICinogens and the absence of data to
establish a sgfe level, 0SUA has concluded that emplovern
eXposure must ke reduced' as low as 15 feasible, osus
Broposes to holg hearings an tha entire subject, but
until those hearings angd subsequent delirerations tfake
place there will cuntinue to be eonsiderabls uncertainty,

Nevertheless it is brudent for your workers, while using

any talc which might centaln ashestog fibers, to avoig

Creating dust to ffe extent possible, Monitoring

procedures .should be anployed to determine dust concen-—~

trations undexr working conditicnsg. Where appropriate,

dust control gguinment or gse of respiraters should also

be conszidersd, and worker training Prograns implemeanted .

¥ou will rno,ddubt wish 4o rediew the varicus provisions

of the CSHA standard for ccoupatrioaal eXp0Sure to ashestos o
(29 Code of Federal Regulations 1910.1001) and the pPIo- Pl
posed amendments which appeaged in the October g, 19758

issue of he Federal Register,’

8inze we have no control over the conditions of use of
tale products in youy plant, it is not Tossible for us
to indicate the airborne fibeax =oncentraticns wiich
Ccould possibly resulk from your use of tale, However,
we can provide information on the asbestiform mineral
content of tha talcs wWe snpply, .

Pfizer researcdh has developed the kogt accurate azng
sensitive metiicd available today of aralyzing for
asbestos and asbestiforn mirerals in tale. - This method,
based on step scanning ¥-ray diffraction, alactron
diffraction, and transwission electron microscopy,
permits identificaticn of true chrysotila askestos at [
levals of 0.5% ang finrous anphiboles, such as tremolice,

at levels as low as 0.1% in the talc, No other identifi-
cation methods in nse today, including optical nicroscopy
and scanning electron microscopy, ave a5 sensitive ang

as direct,.
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