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' PCB Biodegradable

¢ (Continued from page 1)
" .of more biodegradable

— The PCB discharge
from GE into the Hudwon
has been Ilovued"m luml the
company is g to even
decrease this five gallon per
day discharge from both
plants.

— ‘GE technicians and
scientists are. constantly
1ooking for an en
vironmentally (100 per cent)
sound replacement for
PCBs as it is used In the
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i » Both of the GE plants use

* capacitors

manufacture of capacitors.
The Hudson Falls GE
ma depends on PCBs for
capacitor manufacture
and sometime transformer
manufacture. )
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compound for use in soaking
K se of its
high stress levels and non-
flamible nature. In order to
have capacitors that are
fire-proof, PCBs are needed,
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Prior to 1970, when PCBs
were not considered a threat
to the environment, Hart
said that Monsanto was
using PCBs in paint, heat
exchangers and the 3o
salled ‘‘carbonless” carbon

paper. (] ]
¢ ng
the: ie s

owever, an E_w it 'E \nﬂ
capacitors and transfocmer

manufacture, hieiaid.
T THé Sports Ilustrated
story noted that “when
Iri,;ésted in large doses,
. (PCBs) cause miscarriages
and stillbirths ..."
Hart said that he feit'the
hype of PCBs GE is now
ischargihg into the Hudson
. were not endangering the
g He a that

Dr. William Burnett of the
Health Department’s
cancer bureau, is in charge
of the occupational cancer
study that is expected to be
finished sometime this
week. :

The heslth department is
also making a water sample
study in the Hudson River.

Tests have shown that
PCBs cause cancer in rats
and illnesses in humans
when ingested in large
quantities.

he admitted that it would
take time for the PCBs
residue now in the river to
disappear. He said it is the
older, more non-
biodegradable PCBs that
EPA and EnCon are finding
in higher than allowed levels
in Hudson River fish in the
Fort Edward—Hudson Falls

area.

. Hart said GE objective in
the PCBs situation is to
‘‘obtain a practical
minimum" in the amount il
uses. .
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