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Government slashes asl

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Labor
Department, saying 375,000 workers
face “‘grave danger,” issued an emer-
gency standard Wednesday that
slashes by 78 percent the permissible
exposure to asbestos fibers by em-
ployees in the manufacturing, cons
struction and maritime industries.
The Occupational Safety and Health
Administration put out an Enwrzency
Temporary Standard — the first of the
Reagan admuﬁstmtim lowering
tha legal asbestos expasure level over

an eight-hour day frorm two fibers per

cubic centimetar of air to one-half fi-

ber,
'momkhcn!orunhlo'
ly upon publ.ieation in the . :

1978, .
Under govenme.nt rulemah'ng pro-
cedures, OSHA must propose & per- :
manent asbestos standard and seek-

public comment on it within 60 daysof -
" thousands of lawsuits by former work-

ers who allege they contracted respl- :
jr:gry problems as a result of their .

publication of the emergency rule.
OSHA administrator - Thorne G.
Auchter had sald last April that he
was speeding up his agency’s work on
tightening the existing asbestos stan-
dard. In a letter to Sheldon Samuels, .
director of health and safety at the
AFL-CIO's Industrial Union
ment, Auchter said, “Personally, I

am very concernedabonttheubuws' where buildings are being demol- .
problem.” . - jished. The agency had said in October
He said at the time that.dsm. . thautwust.epplngzgovgmmcnt
planned to issue new rules hv Junq lnacthu 3

: e - .‘2 M

1984,
'm'ularscubutuﬁnm Man-'
vineco

Register. Spmmn Douglas Clark
m agency hoped that would be

In announcing the action, Laber
Secretary Raymond Donovan said the
job safety agency's risk assessment
predicts ‘‘three excess cancer deaths

per 1,000 workers exposed for one:

yuratﬁaeurmﬁpemmibluxpo-

sure level” Those risk studies also - .
showed “risk of grave danger” tom .

ple who have even short-term asf
tose:

, UNR Industries Inc. and
gp — have.filéd for bank.

Xposure.
'l‘hemoruntyrate Lunextnordl--.
nary 53 times higher for smokers wha'
are exposed to asbestos, the agency_.;

rupteyh ‘protection in the face of

‘The OSHA move was

part by increasing concern abiout the .
thdustry.

exposure of construction
workers to asbestos at work sites:

"’""‘,,«'2} vt <

the asbestos level to one-half fiber per
cubic centimeter of air will “save
many lives,j’ the agency said.

Asbestos isa Hibrous mineral widely
used as a fire retardant insulation in
buildings and reinforcement in con-
crete pipes. It has been shown to
cause cancer and debilitating lung
diseases.

Unions representing workers in con-
struction and’ manufacturing indus.
. tries-had been pressing the adminis-
- fration.to take such emergency ac-
tion. An asbestos health standard has
* been on the' books since 1972, not long
after the Occupational Safety and

. . The emergency standard cover¥
manuhcturing, construction and.
mntimemdm-leundihpmwim

include requirements that employers
train their workeu in the handnng of
ashestos, ' . -

m:tanaardi'eeom wide flexibill

lower exposure levels. The methods
include removing fibers from work-
place sites with suction-type equip—
ment, revamping Work practices and
turnishing fespirators to workers.

That may not™'sit well with the
unions, who urgue that strict engi
neering control: are tbe best "solution
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