Bagton, Massachusotis
February 5th, 1942

Dr. B. Z. Evans,

Hedicel Deptl.,

E. I. Dupont Hemours & Co.,
Ponns Grove, N. J.

Dear Sobi-—

I talked with Howard Gehrmenn and Joe Stecher about the proposed
changes in record card for the lead sxzemination, and the possibility of
eerrying a running record on the entire group. Howard had some ideas on the
scheme snd wanted to comsult with Poulger about it before the plan was finally
put into offect. I think 1% will be a very good idea to have ths plan gone
over by as meny people as possible, even though doe iz anxious to zo shead with
it soom. '

The changes in the examination rocord that seem degirabdle to me have
been indicated on the attached record. After you have made any changes that
seem dasirable to you, you can advise Howard and he can then procesd to make
hig and Foulrerts contributions.

It seems cuite unimporbtant to me which method we use for fellowing
these nen a3 long as we express our resulis i quentibative terms. Howard
sugyested the possibiliiy of developing some type of scoring arvergement similar .
Lo that ussd for E. Ge D. workers which mzy or may not offer any advantages.

The important thing ls to bave some means whereby we can messure change in
quantitative data from month to month, since in the last analysis your opinion
of the clinical status of the men will have to be the gulde for ths management
in thelr handling of the employees. T rather think that both you and Howard
should stress the careful follow-up of clinical condition of the guestionsble
man that you are now carrying out and point out to the mansgement that, with
this type of careful clinleal supervisior of border line cases, there ia little
to be zained by Turmiszhing the mansgement with more than a bare outline or
sumnary of the over-all picture in the lead ares. Anybhing more then that would
put them in the extremely awkward position of having to meke decisions in e
highly technical £ield, for which they have hed no training, and I am quite surs
they would wish to avoild this. '

Hotes on the eard changes are itemiszed below, and are marked on. the
attached carde First of all, 1t would seem deslrable to siumplify the card and
ellminate meaningless headings and repetition. There also should be an in-
struction sheet for the physielshns which would determine the criteria by which
they Jjudge the findingss

Ltem 1. It wonld be a good idea in view of the variabillities in bloed pressuras,
followiny week onds, picnics and bolldeys, to rnots the day of the week, or day
afber holiday in addition to the date and time as is now done.

Item 2, The genorsl headings for statements sueh as digestive, miscular,

8tCey can be omitted. They seem to servs mo good purpose, and if the medical
of ficer does not ¥now to which system the findings rofer, jfieneeds to be worked one
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Then 3. Pallor can rewalin, bhut the oriteris should be seb,.
Tten 4o snsmia and pmaciastlion cun bLe omitied since the record of the weight is
Zept. .

Item 5. Colie or abdominal paln, ~ Fow people cen differentiate between the
two, =iid they can bs considered together, nparticularly since it is extremely un-
likely that =we will sncounter any genuine csses of clear—cub ssturnine colic.

Iten 5, Sraakiavt snorexls can remuain, and should cover the logs of appetite,

Ioom 7. Yomiting is so non-gpecific = me can he

is trus for comvuislions sad tlanitus.
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Tiam B, irtariogclieragia can be onlbbted Jor reasons we discussed during our

veazy oy b 3 ppor
MeE2VANT.

Lon G, A4 peparste neading sigzht be made for laboreibory findirngs under which
zantitaiive dabta and plas or mirus findings - such as allnmen, sugar ond urinary
; 1
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: bi consider whothsr or nobt it iz denivsble o ine
nowoluzme index record on th

s mene LI boo much work 1s non invelved, it
orofibeble to incinde thisz study on the goven men in the blondsr group
Li be following this yeur, since this wili gdve us an idew of the value

{ w

Itom 10, Ag discugsed in our meeblny for coding vurpeses, one uliht lanclude 2
Jow columng Jor refsrense bo findings in the various gyshems.

I believe the shortened form, pariticularly whern rearvenged in order,

>
will have definite advaniages,; from your point of visw, ug well as for stetistical
surposes, and morveover will probably leave encugh room at the bobiom of the eard
Zor nobes on the payticular exeninetions that the physicisn msy wish to meke.
T would apprecinte gelbiing your rescilon to ths lorepoing suzgestions.
With best regards, 1 am

Yory truly yours,
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