TNovember 15, 1937

¥r, ¥, 0, Clements

Technical Director

Research Laboratories Division
185 West Milwaukee Avenue
Detro!t, Wichigan

Dear My, Clementsi=

In reply to your letter
of November 1llth concerning the financing of the
Ketteri ng Laboratory of Applied ahysiology and the
part played in that by the Frigidaire Corporaticn,
it seems well to review briefly the situabtion at that
tlre and the present status of the laboratory.

iy associabtes and I had
been working on the general problem of the toxicity
of sulphur.dloxlde and ce:x tain other refrigerants
since some time “in 1927, We had also been studying
the general: problem of lead polsoning not only in

_ its relationship to the hygienie problems of the

Ethyl Gasoline Corporation, but also with respect
to the total hyglenic aspect of the use and distrie
bution of lead commodities. The informatiocn which
we had obtained had been useful beth to the Frigidalre
Corporation and to the Ethyl Gassoline Corporation, but
actually since our work was published and made generally
available, 1t had no greater usefulness to these Corpora-
tions than it had to any others who. might see fit to
apply what we had learned,

* Some time late in 1928 or
early in 1929, 1t became' apparent that it would not be -
possible for us to extend our experimental studies as
far as might desired by reason of lnadequate space and
1aboratory facilities in the Medical College of the
University of Cincinnati. It seemed advisable to
develop our work and, accordingly, some discussion was
had with representatives of nthyl Gasoline Corporation
and the Frigidaire Co porstion in which,\e pointed out
our d4ifficulties and discussed with them the desirabllity
of carrying them further, After several!such discussions
it developed that both Corporsiions were s::::.ll:.mb to make
some contribution to the University of Cincinnati for
providing space and egquipment for carrying on our work,
In due %ime this willingness crystallized into a contri~
butlon made to the University of Cinclinnatl without strings
of any kind, execept that the money was to be used for one
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purpose only, namely, the construction and eguipment of

a labaratary‘which should be so planned and so arranged

; ot to cost mors than the sum- avallable For its come
pleti‘ng ‘This econtribution was made and the building

was ¢ nstructed and equimueﬁ 1t being ready for oceupancy
yer of! 1956. Tts fovmal &gdication W&S *n December

‘An agreement was entered lnto
between representatives of Ethyl Gasoline Corporation,
*rigﬁdaire Corporation and ¥, I, duPont de Hemours and
Company (the latter also contributed toward the sum of
$130,000.00 which was made aveilable), This ag nt
contained two main provisions with reference to the ‘
donors.. First that the Bcarﬁ»of Eirectarsmof the: Univeraity
bound themselves not to spend more than the sum made avallsble
in ou*lding and ‘equipping the la%aratery nd secnnd, that
the contribubars to the sunpart of'the 1. ratory mizht.
aw at any time on glving six months notice of tﬁeir
entlon to the University. (It was fully understood and
stated*in the agreement that the su*lding and its equipment
were in fact the property of the Universisy Qf‘Cincinnati
and could be used for any purpose by 'the University of
Gineinnati. Any special equ‘pment which might have been
loaned by the contributors. for the pursusnce of some phsse
of ‘the investigative work might be removed from the laboratory
within six'months of the timel sald co wtor withdrew his
supmort from the 1aboratory. As: g mab) of facty no items
of ;speclal equipment were ever lm“ed to.the laboratory for
any but the briefdst period of. time, so that all of the

equipment within the building has been‘aeknowledged to be
the property of the University of Cineinnatl throughout the
entire period of the' exlstence of the labaratory.)

Puring 1930 and 1931, and part
of 193%2, we maintaineé some gystematic experimental studles
on the toxicity of various refrigersnts st the expense of
Frigidaire Corporation. This work was of a semi-punch
charscter and was made the subjeet of reports both to the
Frigidaire Corporatlon and to various public offlcials,
In addltion most of ‘this work was published in sclentific
jcurmals., In fact, any material that was not published
was held back only because it was not complebed and therefore
was not sultarle for immediate publicabicn.. In terms of the
policies of the University of Cincinnattl and of this laboratory
it 1s not possible for it to do work primarily of commerclal
value for any 1ndustry. Our problems have been medical during
the &ntire perlod of our work. Whatever we do is subject to
publication through the ususgl scienbific channels, The
1ab®rqtorg, therefore, can not bs regarﬁed as any other than
an entirely independent sciantlfic ageney for the accumulation
and dissemination of medical information.

In 1932 the Frigidaire Corporation
found 1t necessary (for financial reasons, "I believe) to reduce.
ts budget for experlrental purposes. In line with this poliecy
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it uiscontlnued its financial support to this . 1aborutory.
~Cur work on refrigerants has besn largely discontinued
since that time, althuurh we'have carried on certain tyres
of axperinental work im which‘we are primarily interested.
« ; woolems wit which.ﬂe W' e conce%nedﬂat ‘the

The present. status of the
laboratory 1is thau of a University agency for the study of
industrial hazsrds and occupational diseases. %We have

established a certaln prestige for the' reliability and

the unblased character of our work, #4As a nssguence of
thls more problems are’ brought. to us by in stry“than we
are sble torhaadle, ‘e accept for study such problems:
as merit Investigation in our own judgme: 76 investizate
_ these problems: 1n our own wWay gnd py h the infermatign

" obtained when and where we chogse, I this arrangement
does not suit any industrigl’ organizatien that comes to us-
for sssisbtance, we do not accept the work, It should be
apparsnt, I believe, that no laboratory of standing In a
sound Unlversity c¢an zdopt any other policy.

In conclusicn I am glad to say
to you thau as the Director of thils laboratory, and as a
representative of the University of Cincinnatl, I feel
more than grateful to the industrial grauos who provided
the money to iniatiate this venture criginally. I .shall
always feel that the: executives of theése corporations by
theiﬁ action enprassed a very ccnsiderabls persunal confi~‘

disinterested thing in starting 8 pro;ect of this sort,

On the other hand it is gquite clear to me now, and it has
never been otherwise than clear to me, that these men made

an investmsnt fundamentally in an ideg, They bought nothling
from the University of Cincinunati which was in any wise
tangible. 'Any benefits which they received from the University
of Clnecinnatl in thelr business enterprise was thé result of
their own wisdom in applying such information as we have been
able to obtaln, At present they have no more right to make
demands on thils labvoratory than dces'any other. corporat*em
which comes to us with a problem that in cur judgment needs

to be solved. Obviously, however, because I have learned that
I can deal 'in a straight forward manner with these executives,

IR U TR A S



-l -

‘  There is no: documentary
evidence other than the agreement originally entered
into between the Board of Directors of the University of

'v[Gincimﬁati and the dunors cf the labaratary %hich would

Cordlally yeﬁfs,

RAK:1is | o Robart. &, Kehoe, H.D.
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