
FILE NAME: Newspaper & Magazine Articles (NMA)

DATE: 1955 

DOC#: NMA103

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: NYT - Cancer of Lungs Called 'Epidemic1



CANCER OF LUNGS CALLED ’EPIDEMIC’
By MURRAY ILLSONSpecial to The New York Times.
New York Times (1X5 ~-Current file); Jun 3. 1955; ProQuest Historical Newspapers The New York Times (1X51 - 2003) 
Pg- 25

CANCER OF LUNGS 
CALLED ‘EPIDEMIC’

Cases Up 4-Fold in 25 Years, 
Expert Tells Coast Forum 
— Uncertain on Smoking

TREND IS HELD UPWARD

Disease Declared to Be Most 
Common in City, With Rise 

Far Greater Among Men

B y MURRAY IIXSO N
Special to The New York Times.

SA N  FR A N C ISC O , Ju n e  2—  
L u n g  can cer w as d eclared  h e re  
to d ay  to  h av e  becom e a n  ep i­
dem ic d isease  t h a t  s t i ll  h a d  n o t 
reach ed  a  peak .

T he asse rtio n  w as b y  D r. L es­
t e r  B reslow , chief o f th e  B u reau  
o f C hronic D iseases, C alifornia 
D e p artm en t of Pub lic  H ealth . H e  
em phasized  th a t  he used  th e  
te rm  ‘‘epidem ic" because o f th e  
m oun ting  incidence of lung  can ­
cer and n o t necessarily  to  im ply 
contagion.

Speak ing  a t  th e  e ighty-second 
irrnual fo ru m  of th e  N a tio n a l 
Conference of Social W ork, he 
said th a t  lu n g  cancer w as cau s­
ing m ore th a n  22,000 d ea th s  a  
year in th e  co u n try  an d  th a t  i ts  
frequency h a d  m ore  th a n  q uad­
rupled in  tw en ty -fiv e  years.

H e added  th a t  i t  w a s  causing  
m ore d ea th s  th a n  tuberculosis.

“I f  th is  d isease  h ad  increased  
in a  period  of tw en ty -fiv e  w eeks 
in stead  of tw en ty -five  y ea rs ,” he  
observed, “consider th e  excite­
m en t th a t  would have  occurred. 
T he fa c t  t h a t  an  epidem ic of 
cancer s tre tc h es  o u t over y e a rs  
ra th e r  th a n  w eeks ten d s to  dull 
our sen sitiv ity  to  it."

In c rea se  D eclared  ‘B eal’
Dr. B reslow  contended th a t  

th e  increase  in  th e  disease could 
n o t be exp lained  by c iting  th a t  
people w ere  liv ing  lon g er an d  
hence w ere  m ore likely  to  de­
velop i t  o r th a t  physic ians w ere  
b e tte r  ab le  now to  d iagnose it ,  
th u s increas in g  i ts  incidence 
s ta tis tica lly .

T he in crease  is “rea l and  sub­
s ta n tia l,” he a sse rted .

The availab le  evidence indi­
ca tes , h e  said, th a t  lung cancer 
is  “a  d isease o f th e  environ­
m en t,” t h a t  i t  “m u s t be  a  r e ­
flection  of changes” in  m an ’s 
liv ing  conditions. S tud ies in th e  
U n ited  S ta te s , E n g lan d  an d  D en­
m a rk  a ll ind ica te , he  added, th a t  
lu n g  can cer is  m uch  m ore prev ­
a le n t in  u rb a n  com m unities th a n  
in  ru ra l  a reas.

H e declared  th a t  th e  evidence 
1 “in c rim in a te s” va rio u s occupa­
tions. H e  lis ted  v a rio u s m ining 
operations, sm elting , welding, 
asbestos w ork , pain ting , m eta l 
fab rica tio n  an d  r e s ta u ra n t  cook­
ing  an d  sa id  t h a t  th e  d isease  had  
increased  tw o-an d -a -h a lf tim es 
m ore ra p id ly  am o n g  m en  th a n  
am ong women.

A s fo r  c ig a re tte  sm oking  a s  a  
possible fa c to r  in  th e  in crease  of 
th e  disease, he  held th a t  i t  "does 
n o t exp lain  all lu n g  can cer.”

D r. M orton L. Levin, a s s is ta n t 
com m issioner fo r m edical se rv ­
ices o f th e  N ew  Y ork S ta te  De­
p a rtm en t o f H ealth , review ed th e  
evidence on sm oking. H e said  
th a t  “som e cases of lu n g  cancer 
occurred  in  p ersons w ho had  
never sm oked.”
‘Know n’ E vidence on Sm oking

H e  added th a t, f  rom  w h a t w as  
know n, “w e can  only po in t to  the  
fa c t th a t  c ig a re tte  sm oking is 
one of th e  fa c to rs  w hich in flu ­
ences th e  occurrence of lung  
cancer, th a t  i t  m o st p robably  is 
n o t th e  only facto r, and th a t 
each  person  m u st decide fo r 
h im self w h e th er the  indicated  
r isk  is  w o rth  tak in g  or not.”

M iss Ja n e  Hoey. d irec to r o f 
th e  U n ited  S ta te s  B u reau  of 
Public  A ssistance  in  th e  A dm in­
is tra tio n s  of P resid en ts  F ra n k lin  
D. R oosevelt and  H a r ry  S. T ru ­
m an, w as th e  f i r s t  recip ien t to ­
n ig h t of th e  51,000 F io rin a  
L a sk e r  Social W ork  Aw ard.

M iss H oey is  now research  
co n su ltan t to  th e  N a tio n a l T u­
bercu losis A ssociation  in  N ew  
York.
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