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Nows Divest Serviee

Che mn@aﬂ waste

By jeremy Bugler

ATTEMPTS to prevent toxic indus-
trial chemicals {rom heing dumped in

the Irish Sca and other
these islunds ar¢  not

Quantities of the chemicals—poly-
cvhlorinated biphenyls (PCBs)=—are
present in sewage sludge dumped
daily in the Thames Estuary, in the
Irish Sca off Liverpool, and in the

Firth of Clyde.
In Bnuin the Roynl Cmn

Poliution in its recen.t first
report rated as a  “high
priority” an inquiry into the
disposal of waste at sca.

PCB's were implicated in a
massive slaughter of sea birds
in the Irish Sea area 18
months  ago, and wildlife
organisations are seriously
concerned at the faiture of
control methods. “‘We're very
nnhapgy about it,” says Mr.
Peter Conder, director of the
Royal Society for the Protec-

waters off
succeeding,

is threa‘ic
to Irish

Sea wildlife

from Shisidhal in the city
it lf—40 miles
miles south ‘of the lale of Bute.

‘We've nowhere elie to
put It.” says Mr. Jobn Armour,

clly lniilnur in charge of

wm. variations, this
has been going on for

years, The water is more thea
600 ft. desp &t the dumping

ractice Manchester
t 70 Irish Sea indicate thn Mu: :h

iround;. ‘but strong currents

and  showed

the levels of PCB residues.

sludgs widaly.
the l‘:lN

Tests of sludge nunptd by

ssme quantity of PCBs is
released there.

the
being

tion of Birds. “We hoped this
wasn't going to be a problzm
that would drag on and on.”
PCB's, like DDT and dleld-
rin, accumulate in creatures.
Although they may enter the
marln‘e'environment‘ in small

effect is incalculable.
They are known to be
present in industrial effluents

rent to sewage works for|.

treatment. During this pro-
cess the chemicals mix

the organic semi- waste
~the sludse.

Sewage sludge
The PCB's in sowage sludge!|
dumped by Gluuw Corpcu(hl'
are perturbin Clyde %v.n
i rew|

Purification
ll\lﬂu In six

are milt in
months' time, you may raka R

that 1 shall ta making nmmr S

tations at Government level,”
says it director. Mt. Tan Wade
tlul!ou.

Samples of the slud
by the Board show that
resadues ere present at an avers
ape concentration ¢

taken
PCB

e ons N

v.nn. has withdrawn
vilx<—~brand
I“M-lmm
nses where they cannot
trlled and has warned [,
tomers o the danger of f etting
them esvape in effluemt,

'u in l
the chemi-
rochl

nme Al

'cm nrnnmrnr.

pargs |~

i willing (e ban the chemis
vals altorether, il m.\- cannet
be preveated from enicring the
But :mnl other
ompanies the  Continent
wr:g‘ly the chemlcah n Britain.
e sources of the 2
have aot been waced, Ghmo’:
Corporation says the chemicals
an uml by many companies In
I d p;oeuu‘n :nd hnot all the
slu e the cnrpore-
rlnn':dﬂml In’i\l r. An
attempl to trace d\. nwnn
through the sewers bas not besa
successtul.
The sludge Is carried daily ia
two ships—one from Dalmuir to

e mithon—a  ugmfl
Mensanio Chemis; mm km'

or
cereein  indumrial

It mayn

the west of Glasgow, the otber
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