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AIR HYGIENE COiSSITTEE MEETING

June U| 1955^-:-

IN ATTENDANCE WERE;

D. R, Holmes
Ralph Smith, General Asbestos 
Dr, Kenneth Smith, Johns-Kanville 
Hr, George Grisrwold, Southern Asbestos

MORNING SESSION

in.
The firBt item on the agenda was the discussion of '

ic'?»el»tion^-toi^the Taylor catfb^ltt'Lancaster, Fa,, in which a otatitflfaK«A#QaB£dsrfr 
the case 'lOSvor of the employee on the basis of finding an AsbaetbSiB-CancejL- 
rfi£t^bne)^i:p*-, This decision was made by the referee on the basis of writings* 
by Dr, Hneper of the National Institute of Health, Bethesda, Maryland,

It is Dr, Kenneth Smith's opinion that most medical men consider that a 
normal X-Ray pattern must be shoxm in order to establish an Acbestosio-Cancer 
relationship.

Prior to this meeting a memorandum was received from Industrial Hygiene 
Foundation entitled PROPOSED EPIDEMIOLOGICAL STUDY OF LUNG CANCER IN ASBESTOS 
WORKERS FOR TEE ASBESTOS TEXTILE INSTITUTE.
■>

There are too questions raieed in reference to this memorandum - 

1, Whether there is a relation between Cancer and Asbestosis, and

2, Whether a relationship exists between Lung Cancer and considerable 
exposure .to asbestos fibres and dust.

There are about, 2,000 workers in this Industry whose employment records could 9* 
a bads for. ouch * survey* During the weeks of April 23rd and liny 7th, visits 
were made to seven plants of the Asbestos Textile Institute, Conferences were 
held xrLth representatives of management from each plant. The purpose of this 
visit was to determine the extent of availability of medical records and employ* 
ment records in a period of time covered by them. Each plant was questioned 
regarding the number of known cases of Asbestosis and Lung Cancer, if any.

The I,H.F, advises that there are at least 1,600 asbestos textile workers 
employed under observable conditions for poriodo oufficiently long to got a total 
of no less than 1?,0Q0 person-years. They also advise that this should be an 
adequate basis on wliich to predict with 90£ accuracy, providing the plant 
incidence is actually higher than that in the general population,- - ......................

It is anticipated' that the field work for such a study would consume ap­
proximately six months. An analysis of the data and any necessary, review in 
preparation,of the report an additional six months. On this basis, cost of the '
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