DLPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EPUCATION, AND WELFARE
PUHLIC HEALTH SERVICE BRI IR Y-

. CENTEH FOR DISLASC CONTROL. e
. . Ty
( Janvary 145, 1976 BIASIOHAL ST TR $ OB GUCgPRTCTI, e
R R L TR B O 1T |

SG00 F IS 1S LANL.
ROCKVILLE, MARYLAND 20852

- i g ot P gy

To: Attendoes at Meet1ng on Pottstown Study, Akron, Dhio
January 5, 1970

From: Acting Director, Office of Extrcmurai Coorc'ination

and Special Projects W
Subject: Draft Minutes of above meeting ;
T ﬁ: i
- i
Enclosed are draft minvtes of the above meeting which you attended. . _ ;*
S ‘1
You will note T attempted to capture the main points of the discussion s
in 2 eoundeeien rencer, beszuzie of i, 7 rmay bive critted some items L
you faz) srould Se frctynng, Blaazs czed meozey covprinis 2nd 2dditinng s
as you feel appropriate and they will be included in the record of tne .
{ o .
meeting. i
W i,
3 # e A
: ke b AL Y.,
ack Butler, M.D. - . oLl
. N ’ s PR
Attachment o " ' SRR
sy
. Lt
o
' !
. . ]
. 4 !
I‘. I 1oty 2 Y
‘ AR B
‘<
AT l - I
L o+ " “ i.

~ AP00007428




Minutes of Meeting on Pottstown Study
Akron, Ohio
Janusry 5, 1976

Attendees: See attached 1ist.

Caroline Sludy on Vinyl Chloride conducted at the Firestone
Pottstown plant.

Purpose of Heeting: To discuss status of the NIOSH-CDC-University of
ort

Introduction:

The mecting was opened at 1:00 p.m. by Dr. Jack Butler, NIOSH, He
stated th2 purpose of the meeting was to discuss the status of the study
and to serve as a forun for exchange of concerns and comments among the
parties fnvolved in the study. In keeping with NIOSH policy, he stated
that minutes would be kept and made ava11ab1e to the public under the
Freedom of Information Act.

Summayy of Discussions: .

No formal agenda was prepared for the meeting. However, the discussions
can be summarized under the following topics:

1. Collaborative Aspects of Study

Dr. Ballou was concerned that HIOSH investigators had not abided by

"the collaborative agreement made at the start of the study. i.e., to

release information on the study only after the review and coencurrence
of the three participating investigators--by reporting unilaterally on

‘the fetal wastage. aspect of the study in Czechoslovakia.and through a

letter to Dr. Diaz. He emphasized that he would accept ady findings of
the study as long as these had undergone peer review by the scientists
participating in the study.

#r. Beliczky reviewed the agreement arvived at by the Unifon, Firestone,
and the investigatsrs at the start of the study. Dr. McMichael of the

University of Nourth Carolina was to represent firestone and the Union
gs one of the investigators in the tripartite agrecment with NIQSH and
DC.

Dr. McMichael stated that a breakdown in the collaborative agreement had
occurred when NIQSH pub11c1zed the fetal wastage data but folt that this
would probably not occur again and all parties were now in ctose
communicalion on the analysis of the study data.

Dr. Infante acknowledged the hreakdown in the collaborative agrecment.
Be had only recently been employed by HI0SH and was not aware of the
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agreerent sinee fL was not in writing, He emphasized that further
viLerio vt gerie ool by ot e opaztics cenmevped before public
release. '

I}. Significance of the Study Findings on Feta)l Wastage

Dr. McMichael stated that collaboration did not nccessarily imply that
all parties would concur on the significance of the findings. Both
Dr. McMichael and Dr. Heath discussed some of the weakncsses in the

"fetal wastage aspect of the study. These have been communicated to

Dr. Infante and he has provided further information to them in answer
to their questions. This information is now under review by the other
fnvostigators. At present, a letter to the edifor of Lancet is being
prepared and will be sutmitted within 2 weeks., Dr. Ballou felt this
should not be done until the entire Pottstown study was completed. . .
Dr. Wagoner stated that this would take months and he felt the investigators
had an obligation to inform the scientific community of the results of the
fetal wastage study in a timely manner., ODr. McMichael agreed that this

was a proper course and that the contents of tha letter would be reviewed

by all parties concerned before submission. In anwar to questions by

Mr. Bommarito on what cnplovees should be told, the investigators agreed

that the study in and of itself.is not conclusive in implicating V.C. as

a human mutagen. However, it is a carcinogen-and, in biologic and human
tests, it has been shown to cause chromosomal breaks. This lends support

to the concern that it may be a mutagen and for this recason human studics,
even with recognized limitations, should be reported. Dr. Wagoner and others
felt that since V.C. is being controlled in the ). S. as a carcinogen, this
should be protective against possible nutagenic effects. This is not the
case in some countries where workers are still exposed to high levels of V.C.

»

“ III. Stutus of Study

The final report on the full study at Pottstown has been delayed because of
personnel changes within NIOSH. It was agrced by the group that Mr. Waxweiler,
a NIOSH. staff member involved in the study and now in training at the
University of North Carolina, would complete the first draft of the report

in 4 weeks for roview by CDC and HIOSH., The fetal wastage data would be

submitted to Lancet within two weeks as a letter to the editor.

The meetin adjourned at 3:00 p.m.

Jack Butler, M.D.
Acting Director, OECSP

Attachaiont
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Mecting on Pottstown Study

Akron, Ohio
January 5, 1976

Attendecs

Dr, Laurence H. Ballou

Louis S. Beliczky
Carolyn Bell

Dr. Hector Blejer
Peter Bommarito

Dr. Jdack Butler

Dr. Bobby F. Craft
Robert Hassmillar

Dr. Clark W. Heath, Jr.
Dr. Peter Infante

Dr. Anthony McMichael
Dr. Joseph Wagoner
George Wilson

Firestone
URM

URW
NIOSH
URYW

NIOSH
NIOSH

" Firestone
€hC

NIQSH

Univ. North Carolina
NIOSH

Firestone
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