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Inquiries by stafs employed in the Docks indicate concern over
effects which, it is suggested, might result from contact with asbestos or
the dust eoming rrom cargoes of this comncdity. Reports in the National
and local Press which have been studied ipn this Department appear to have
confused and exaggerated the risks which could be involved and thg following
notes are tharsfore eirculated to clarify the situation,

Asbestosis

This 1is an Occupational disease which ogccurs only in processes
; of mining and manufacture and a prolonged and continious exposure
of the worker over a nunber of years is needed before any development
can ocour. No cases of this serious complaint have ever occurred in
the Port of London Authority's servica and soientific investigations
g arranged by the Kinistry of Labour in the Docks exoiude it as a risk
to Dock Lebour, '

Mesothelioma

This disease hag been recently publicised and its development
'requires similar c¢ircumstances to those in which aabestosis is caused,
The effocts occur only where erudo 8sbentos 18 proecosand and n
e 5 ) particular variety and grade of dust, not found in commereial cargo,
18 released into the air, Reports of fatal cases of Mesothelioma
oceurring in the industrial population are found on exeminetion to
relate to communities other than the Docks and invariebly having an
association with speclal producticn processes,

The commodity, as found in ships' cargo, involves no occupaticnal

: risk of Mesothelioma for the gengs and I have the assurance of H.¥., Madical

. Inspactorate confirming the safety of cargo hendling in this connsetion, ss
' well as in regerd to the disease asbestosis,

In deference to complaints regarding certain objectionable
consignments of asbestos received the Authority have approved a particular
pattern of Industrial Respirator for optional use and they are at the same
time Pressing for a better system of packaging.

A AAs in the case of other metarials causing nuiaaéce to staff
instructions have been issued through Dock Managemen y for p
handling,

Medinal Department,
Port of London Authority,
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