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R E C O R D  B e r g e n  C ù u n ty ,  N.  J .
John Walcott
T A L C  T E S T S  W A N T IN G ,  F D A  E X P E R T S  A D M IT

W a s h i n g  t o n - B a b y  p o w d e r s  th a t  a r e  found  to c o n t a i n  a s b e s t o s  s h o u l d  n o t  be  
a l l o w e d  on  the  m a r k e t ,  the  F o o d  & D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s  top c o s m e t i c  
e x p e r t  s a i d  y e s t e r d a y .

H o w e v e r ,  H.  E i e r m a n n ,  D i r e c t o r  of the F D A ' s  d i v i s i o n  of  c o s m e t i c  
t e c h n o l o g y ,  s a i d  the g o v e r n m e n t  s o  f a r  h a s  found  no e v i d e n c e  t h a t  s o m e  
b a b y  and  b a t h  p o w d e r s  a r e  c o n t a m i n a t e d  w i t h  the  c a n c e r - c a u s i n g  m i n e r a l .  
R e s e a r c h e r s  a t  N e w  Y o r k  M t .  S i n a i  H o s p i t a l  h a v e  r e p o r t e d  f i n d i n g  a s b e s t o s  
i n  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  r a n g i n g  f r o m  2 -2 0 %  in 10 of the 20 b a b y  p o w d e r  s a m p l e s  
t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  t e s t e d .

tw
VT h e  F D A  a n d  the  M t .  S i n a i  r e s e a r c h e r s  u s e d  d i f f e r e n t  m e t h o d s  to  i d e n t i f y  

a s b e s t o s  in  t a l c ,  the  m a i n  i n g r e d i e n t  in  m o s t  p o w d e r s ,  E i e r m a n n  s a i d ,  
a n d  t h e r e  i s  c o n s i d e r a b l e  d i s a g r e e m e n t  in  s c i e n t i f i c  c i r c l e s  a b o u t  h o w  b e s t  
t o  a n a l y z e  the  c o m p l e x  m i n d e r a l s .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  h e  s a i d ,  t h e  F D A  h a s  
a g r e e d  to  t e s t  the  M t .  S in a i  s a m p l e s  and  to c o m p a r e  i t s  r e s u l t s  w i t h  t h o s e  
o b t a i n e d  b y  the  N ew  Y o r k  s c i e n t i s t s .
E i e r m a n n  a l s o  s a i d  t h e  M t .  S in a i  t e s t s ,  w h i c h  w e r e  c o n d u c t e d  o n  p o w d e r s  
p u r c h a s e d  in 1973,  m a y  n o t  a c c u r a t e l y  r e f l e c t  the c o m p o s i t i o n  of t h e  p o w d e r s  
on th e  m a r k e t  t o d a y .  M a n y  m a n u f a c t u r e r s ,  he  s a i d ,  r e c e n t l y  h a v e  b e c o m e  
c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  the.  a s b e s t o s  c o n t e n t  of t h e i r  p r o d u c t ,  and  h a v e  s w i t c h e d  
to  t a l c  s u p p l i e s  w h i c h  a r e  r e l a t i v e l y  f r e e  of a s b e s t o s  c o n t a m i n a t i o n ,

SAYS HANDS A R E  T I E D

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  s a i d  E i e r m a n n ,  the  F D A  l a c k s  the l e g a l  a u t h o r i t y ,  the  m a n  
p o w e r ,  and  the  m o n e y  to  a d e q u a t e l y  p r o t e c t  the  p u b l i c  f o r  p o t e n t i a l l y  
h a z a r d o u s  c o s m e t i c s  r a n g i n g  f r o m  h a i r  d y e s  to c o n t a m i n a t e d  m a s c a r a .

E v e r y  c o s m e t i c  t h a t  g o e s  on the m a r k e t  s h o u ld  be t e s t ,  " h e  s a i d .  The  l a w  
• today m e r e l y  p r e v e n t s  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  f r o m  i n t r o d u c i n g  a d u l t e r a t e d  o r  m i s ­
b r a n d e d  p r o d u c t s .  " T h e  e n t i r e  c o s m e t i c s  b u d g e t ,  i s  o n l y  2 - 1 / 2  m i l l i o n ,  
a n d  w e  h a v e  o n ly  8 c h e m i s t s .  T h e r e  a r e  250,  000 d i f f e r e n t  c o s m e t i c  p r o d u c t s  
on the  m a r k e t  a n d  4 0 0 0 - 5 0 0 0  m a n u f a c t u r e r s .  We h a v e  1% of the  to ta l  F D A  
b u d g e t .  "

E i e r m a n n  m a d e  h i s  c o m m e n t s  a t  a 2 - 1 / 2  h o u r  m e e t i n g  y e s t e r d a y  w i th  
R e p ,  A n d r e w  M a g u i r e ,  D - N J .  M a g u i r e  , c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  p u b l i s h e d  r e p o r t s  
of  a s b e s t o s  c o n t a m i n a t i o n  in baby  p o w d e r s ,  w a l k e d  in on  E i e r m a n n  u n -  

. a n n o u n c e d  a f t e r  l u n c h ,  w i th  hi s  s t a f f  h e a l t h  e x p e r t ,  h i s  p r e s s  s e c r e t a r y ,  
two h o u s e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  s u b - c o m m l t t c e  s t a f f e r s ,  ancka. r e p o r t e r  in tow.
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M a g u i r e  a s k e d  E i e r m a n n  to p r o d u c e  h i s  f i l e s  on b a b y  p o w d e r s  a n d  to 
e x p l a i n  w h a t  the  F D A  h a s  b e e n  doing aboi.it the  r e p o r t s  of c o n t a m i n a t i o n .

A t one p o in t, M agu ire ask ed  w h eth er the F D A  c o n s id e r s  any le v e l  of 
a s b e s to s  in  p o w d e r s ,-n o  m a tter  how low , to be s a fe . E ierm a n n  r e p lied  
that no sa fe  e x p o su r e  to a s b e s to s  had b een  found, and la te r  sa id  that ta lc  
w h ich  i s  found to con ta in  a s b e s to s  should n ot be u sed  to m ak e baby or  
b od y  p ow d er.
C A L L S  T E S T IN G  D I F F I C U L T

He sa id , h o w e v e r , that so p h is tic a le d  and t im e -c o n su m in g  te c h n iq u e s  that 
a r e  n eed  to find a s b e s to s  f ib e r s  can te s t  only m inute am ou n ts of ta lc .
B e c a u se  ta lc  and a s b e s to s  o ften  a re  m ixed  togeth er  in  in fin ite ly  v a r ia b le  
c o n c e n tr a tio n s , t e s t s  on su ch  sm a ll sa m p le s  do not a c c u r a te ly  r e f le c t  
a s b e s to s  le v e ls  in  la r g e r  sam ple-s of ta lc , he told M a g u ire .
T h e  F D A ,  E i e r m a n n  s a i d ,  w a n t s  a new l a w  t ig h t e n in g  g o v e r n m e n t  c o n t r o l  
on  a l l  c o s m e t i c s .  T h e  a g e n c y ,  he sa id ,  s u p p o r t s  a  b i l l  s p o n s o r e d  b y  
S e n a t o r  T h o m a s  E a g l e t o n ,  D - M o ,  , w h ic h  w ou ld  r e q u i r e  c o s m e t i c  

• m a n u f a c t u r e r s  to  s a f e l y  t e s t  t h e i r  p r o d u c t s  and to  s u b m i t  the  t e s t  r e s u l t s  
to  the  F D A  f o r  a p p r o v a l  b e f o r e  the p r o d u c t s  could be  sold.

A  F D A  s tu d y  co n d u c te d  l a s t  y e a r  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  c o s m e t i c s  m a y  be  r e s p o n s i b l e  
f o r  a s  m a n y  a s  140, 000 i n j u r i e s  to A m e r i c a n  c o n s u m e r  s' e a c h  y e a r ,  r a n g i n g  
f r o m  m i n o r  s k in  i r r i t a t i o n s  to p ro lo n g e d  m e d i c a l  p r o b l e m s  r e q u i r i n g  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  a t t e n t i o n .  T e s t i m o n y  b e f o r e  the  S ena te  h a s  p l a c e d  the n u m b e r  
of c o s m e t i c  r e l a t e d  i n j u r i e s  a n y w h e r e  f r o m  2 9 , 0 0 0  to  60, 000 p e r  y e a r .
E i e r m a n n  sa id  the  F D A  now  is  s tudy ing ,  a m o n g  o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  h a i r  d y e s ,  
a n t i p e r s p i r a n t s ,  and m a s c a r a  f o r  e v id e n c e  of d a n g e r .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  he  
s a i d ,  t h e r e  is s o m e  e v i d e n c e  tha t  m a s c a r a  c a n  b e c o m e  c o n t a m i n a t e d  f r o m  
c o n t a c t  w i th  the  sk in  and  m a y  c a u s e  u l c e r s  on the c o r n e a ,  the  t r a n s p a r e n t  
c o v e r  o v e r  the  l e n s  of the e y e .  If the b r u s h  u s e d  to ap p ly  m a s c a r a  
a c c i d e n t i a l l y  s c r a t c h e s  the  c o r n e a ,  he s a i d ,  i t  can  d e p o s i t  g e r m s  w h ic h  can  
c a u s e  c o r n e a l  u l c e r s ,  w h ic h  can  l ead  to b l i n d n e s s .  T h e  F D A ,  s a id  
E i e r m a n n ,  is s tud y in g  the u s e  of p r e s e r v a t i v e s  in  m a s c a r a  to  p r e v e n t  the  
s p r e a d  of s u c h  g e r m s ,  an d  m a y  i s s u e  r e g u l a t i o n s  mi the c o m p o s i t i o n  of 
m a s c a r a .

T h e r e  i s  no  e v i d e n c e ,  on the o t h e r  hand ,  tha t  baby  p o w d e r  is a p o t e n t i a l  
h e a l t h  h a z a r d ,  E i e r m a n n  s a id .  J o h n s o n  & J o h n s o n  in New B r u n s w i c k ,  
the  n a t i o n ' s  l e a d in g  m a n u f a c t u r e r  of b a b y  p o w d e r s ,  h a s  t e s t e d  i t s  ta lc  
on  h a m s t e r s  and  h a s  found no  e v id e n c e  t h a t  t a l c  in h a l e d  in to  the lungs  i s  
h a z a r d o u s ,  he sa id .
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"When q u estio n ed , h o w ev er , E ierm an n  acknow ledged that Johnson & 
J o h n so n  ta lc , w h ich  c o m e s  fro m  the co m p a n y 's own m in e s  in V erm on t, 
h a s b een  found to be v ir tu a lly  fr e e  of a s b e s to s .  No te s t s  h ave b een  
con d u cted  pn a n im a ls  u sin g  ta lc  fro m  N ew  Y ork State, w h ich  is  u sed  in 
Som e p o w d ers and w h ich  g e n e r a lly  con ta in s m ore a sb e s to s  than Vermonj) 
ta lc .  The F D A , he sa id , has no p lan s fo r  su ch  te s t s .
"L et m e go to the h o u sew ife  in  m y d is tr ic t ,  " M acguire r e p lie d . "She 
g o e s  into the s to r e  and she s e e s  9 typ es of ta lc  lined  up on. the s h e lv e s .  
H ow is  she to know w h ich  on es a re  sa fe ? "
"We cannot te s t  e v e r y  sa m p le , " E ierm a n n  r ep lied .
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