
FILE NAME: Asbestos Textile Product Use (ATPU)

DATE: 1981 Apr

DOC#: ATPU015

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: Conference Presentation Abstract - Asbestos- 
Induced Mesothelioma - Results of a Retrospective Study



IN: OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH SERIES,
INTERNATIONAL LABOR OFFICE, GENEVA, . Code
1982; No. 46: 204-212. - (PROCEEDINGS 
OF THE INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON THE •
PREVENTION OF OCCUPATIONAL CANCER,
HELSINKI, APRIL 21-24, 1981.)

204

L ao
o -5

U J  T J

trt ^o

cr _•
O  3T  ^  u-

Z  > -•  ‘-0— ts\
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ASBESTOS-INDUCED MESOTHELIOMAS -  
RESULTS OF A RETROSPECTIVE STUDY
G. IV. Konetzke, B. Beck, H. J. Herold,
Central Institute of Occupational Medicine, 
Berlin (German Democratic Republic)

Abstract —  Résumé

A sb esto s-In d u ced , m eso th e liom as -  R e s u lts  o f  a  r e t r o s p e c t iv e  s tu dy " In  tlie  German D em ocractic  R e p u b lic , a s b e s to s  i s  u sed  e x te n s iv e ly  in  in d u s t r y .  Both, lu n g  c a n c e r  and th e  r a r e  m a lig n an t m eso th e liom a a re  d is c u s s e d  a s  one e f f e c t  o f  a s b e s to s  d u s t in h a l a t io n .  By means o f a  r e t r o s p e c t iv e  s tu d y , 915 c a se s  o f m eso th e liom as (557 m a le s , 558 f e m a le s ) ,  cov ered  by th e  N a tio n a l C ancer R e g is te r  over a 6 -y e a r  p e r io d ,  were exam ined. The d ia g n o s is  o f m eso th e liom a was v e r i f i e d  h i s t o l o g i c a l l y  in  a l l  c a s e s .  Of th e  w o rk e rs , 36.7% u sed  a s b e s to s  in  t h e i r  work and 0.896 n o n - o c c u p a t io n a l ly . In  9.196 a s b e s to s  exposu re  was a  p o s s i b i l i t y ;  33.7% had had  no c o n ta c t  w ith  a s b e s to s ,  and in  19.7% i n s u f f i c i e n t  in fo rm a tio n  was a v a i l a b l e .  Head of th e  l i s t  among a s b e s to s  m a te r i a l s  u sed .w as  a s b e s to s  f o r  in s u la t io n  and p ack in g  m a te r i a l s  (4-7.7%). and a sb e s to s -c o n ta m in a te d  t a l c  (19 .6% ). Weaning of  p r o t e c t iv e^ c lo th in g  made. f p.om.. a s |ie ^ tn a ^t.exfci.)Le ,̂=.̂ iaused  ffl£^^hejULÔSH5‘T îr^T 9 f?r il̂ llT O '?O T m dasD estos-exposiire  o f u n t o 2 v e a r s  in I Î 7 3 % s:=n f :=gS§5:s=:âH Ï l a t e n t  p e r io d s  o f  more th a n  40 y e a r s  in  49.5%. Of exposed w o rk e rs , 36.8% were aged l e s s  th a n  20 y e a r s  on f i r s t  c o n ta c t  w ith  a s b e s to s .  The m easu res r e q u i r e d  f o r  re d u c in g  th e  c an c e r h a z a rd  a t  th e  w orkplace in c lu d e  d u s t s u p p re s s io n , l i m i t a t i o n s  on a s b e s to s  u se  and l i f e l o n g  m e d ic a l fo llo w -u p  o f exposed w o rk e rs .
M éso théliom es p ro v o q u és  p a r  l 'a m i a n t e  -  R é s u l t a t s  d 'u n e  é tu d e  r é t r o s p e c t iv e  -  l 'a m ia n te  a  ae t r è s  nom preuses a p p l i c a t io n s  i n d u s t r i e l l e s  en R ép ub liq ue  d ém o cra tiq u e  a llem a n d e . La p ré s e n te  é tu d e  p o r t e  s u r  l e  c a n c e r  du poumon e t  s u r  l e  phénomène r a r e  du m éso théliom e m a lin , en t a n t  que conséquence de l ' i n h a l a t i o n  de p o u s s iè r e s  d 'a m ia n te . Nous avons p ro céd é  à l 'é t u d e  r é t r o s p e c t iv e  de 915 ca s  de m éso théliom e (557 hommes, 358 femmes) i n s c r i t s  au R e g is t r e  n a t io n a l  des cas de c a n c e r , d u ra n t 6 a n s . Le d ia g n o s t ic  de m éso théliom e a é té  v é r i f i é  h is to lo g iq u e m e n t dans to u s  l e s  c a s . L 'a m ia n te  é t a i t  u t i l i s é  p ro fe s s io n n e l le m e n t p a r  36 ,7  % des t r a ­v a i l l e u r s  de l ' é c h a n t i l l o n ,  e x t r a - p r o f e s s io n n e l le m e n t  p a r  0 ,8  %.Chez 9 ,1  % d 'e n t r e  eux , l 'e x p o s i t i o n  à  l 'a m ia n te  é t a i t  p o s s ib le .  L 'a b se n c e  de c o n ta c t  avec l 'a m ia n te  a é té  é t a b l i e  po u r 33 ,7  %, e t  . nous avons manqué d 'in f o r m a t io n s  s u f f i s a n t e s  su r  1 9 ,7  %. L 'ex p o ­s i t i o n  à l 'a m ia n te  p ro v e n a i t  de m a té r ia u x  de c a lo r i fu g e a g e  e t  d 'e m b a lla g e  p r in c ip a le m e n t (4 7 ,7  %) e t  de t a l c  con tam iné p a r  l 'a m ia n t e  (1 9 ,6  % des t r a v a i l l e u r s ) .  Le p o r t  de v ê te m e n ts  de p r o t e c t io n  en t e x t i l e  à l 'a m ia n te  a provoqué l e  m ésothéliom e dans 6 ,9  % des c a s . L 'e x p o s i t io n  à l 'a m ia n t e  a t t e i g n a i t  au t o t a l  ju s q u 'à  2 ans dans 1 2 ,3  % des ca s  e t  l e  d é la i  de la t e n c e  d é p a s s a i t  40 ans chez 49 ,5  % des s u j e t s .  Les t r a v a i l l e u r s  exposés a v a ie n t  20 ans l o r s  de l e u r  p rem ie r c o n ta c t  avec l 'a m ia n te  dans 36 ,8  % des c a s . La su p p re s s io n  des p o u s s iè r e s ,  l a  r é d u c t io n  de l ' u t i l i s a t i o n  de l ’a m ia n te , l a  s u r v e i l l a n c e  m é d ic a le , l e u r  v ie  d u ra n t ,  des t r a ­v a i l l e u r s  exposés so n t l e s  m esures n é c e s s a i r e s  po u r d im in u er l e  r i s q u e  de c an c e r su r  l e s  l i e u x  de t r a v a i l .
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