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Mr. Miller has asked me to reply to your. 1etter of December .
11 regarding the Allied Research Laboratories.

First of all, I would like to tell you that insofar as the
exact terminology is concerned, we no longer have the Allied Research
Laboratories. The department formerly designated as such has now
been divided into the Paint Research Department, under the writer's
‘supervision, and the Vehicle Research Department, with Mr. Walton
as director. This change was made in October of this year. I have
no precise record of the history of the department, but we generally
~assume that it was started on Aprilk 1, 1935 under Dr. C. D. Holley
as Director. You will probably recall that Dr. Holley passed away
in January of 1942, At that time we had approximately 14 chemists -
and 3 non-technical persons. Dr., S. D. Jackson headed wp the Var-
nish Research Department more or less independently, but when he
left, the Varnish Research Department became a physical part of
the Allied Research Laboratories and was known as the Varnish Re-
search Division.

Mr, Kohr and his group working on emulsion research even-
tually developed Kem-Tone and as a natural consequence of the popu-~
larity of this material it became necessary for them to have their
own laboratory. As a result of such splitting off of groups from
the laboratory there has been no remarkable increase in the number
of peopls. At the present time in the Paint Research Department we
have 9 chemists and 6 non-technical persons, although it should be

.kept in mind that in the non-technical group we classify people
without college degrees, who nevertheless may be participating in
some of the technology work. The Vehicle Research Department has
8 chemists and 2 non-technical people, using the same basis for
classification.

. We have 1nAmind to prepare a pamphlet discussinb the vari-
ous departments at Kensington employing technical help, this pamphlet
to be given to students who might qualify as prospective employees.
We are attaching copies of the write-ups for the Paint Research De-
partment and the Vehicle Research, which probably gives you the best
idea of the general problems handled in the two departments.
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: We are attaching several photographs which we made our-

selves of portions of the laboratory. These can be mounted as to
give almost panorama views, but we believe you would be most inter-
ested in taking only some of them for illustration purposes. I '

¢ think the ceilings could be cut down and give better balanced pic—
t.ureS. N ; '

You Will.also note that we.have seht along a picture = = . g
of a representative 50-foot wooden vertical fence for house paint .
exposures. Something along these lines was once used in "The
World," issue of December~January, 1942-43. Including both metal

" and wood exposures, principally at Chicago, but also at Coffeyville
and Miaml, we have had about 20,000 exposures on the fences since
1935, of which approximately 12,000 are still active.. :

. "I know you would not be interasted in listing all of the
.. problems that we have in work, but as far as the Paint Research De-
~ patment is concerned, much of it could be classified as investi-

' gation of house paints and undercoaters, metal protective paints,
stucco and concrete paints, wall paints, enamels, plastic coatings -
including vinyls and silicones, pigment studies, as well as miscel~
1aneous specialized investigations. ) o .

_ I imagina that this is much more than you will. need to
‘prepare the brief commentary usually used for publication. How-
ever, 1f you need anythlng more that we can supply, feel free to ..
call on us., :

MVL:AR e ) Dtrécﬁbr ofngiﬁi'Résearch :




! e
%
2
b,

Paint Research 'Depafﬁéni' '

o Typioal fundanental yro‘nlens i.nvolvlng pigments and sxtenders include -

evaluations of opacity, 8hape and size distri'bution, surface area and ;
binder requirenents, v:lacosity charaotoristics, studios of sm‘facs '

activo agents inﬂuencing ntting and dispersion, and all snrfaoe ro-»

: cﬁona botvaen rimnt and vehiclo‘ Inat.rumenta.tion inclndes adequate

: :‘;v:inicroscopic and photomd.mgraphie oqu:!.pnent, reflectoneters, gloss neters,
".‘.‘-;’}plaatograph, viscosineters, and largc scalt spraying and baking equlpmnt.
Anong the pmducts rcceiving spae:lal attantian are hous- paint

creoatm and. f.np coats J.nclud:!.ng ﬁ.re-retardant, or nildew roaistant
typoa, netal protcetiva paints, chemical roaistant palnta, wall paints
anduemaels. ,Besearch 1n plast:!.c coatinga, v:lqyls, polyv.lnvl butyrals,

',;-v:‘,}»-,sj:l_;!.cones; etc. ’ 1s enphasilod. Propertias evaluatad compriso nixlng

- and grinting qualities, rhsologi.cal oharaoteristics, surface tension,
hmshing and other apylication qmli.tiea, ﬂ.w, drying, g;oss, color,
feﬂectanco, 11m permeability, akrasion res‘lstance, adhaaion, eldsti-
-j_;‘c:lty, hunidity and salt sprey raslatance, dm'ability and’ other exterior
e perfomanco characterj.at.ica, etc. A larger axposu‘ra fam 13 minta:lned
:Ln the Chicago suburben avea, supplemantad by axposures in Goffeyville,

Kanaas, and mm, Florida. : e '_ .‘ ' o id

L The pcrsonnal which exaoutes this ‘work includea chem:l.sts of :
var:!.ous typea, some having specialized training in physical, colloid or
'iorgan:l.c chemistry. The projects are carried on and reports are dist:ri.- '
"-‘\,ﬁf_'_,i'bnted for the benefit of the entire institution. Buployaent in the do-

" partasat atfords & wide experlence in paint tochmlogy end contacts
,_.f':ud.th 211 types of usage of protective coati.ngs.  N40036.01
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_, !l'he Paint. Besoarch Departnnnt deals pnmaruy wi.th long range\
fresaax-ch and dnehpment in the fleld of p:l.gnented protectin coatings. o |
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hbm‘bory, are then put into Muuum in the' fastory tnder the joint i)
“supervision of this deperiment and the Produoﬂm Daparhmnt. mbu ue-
isfhotory produotion 1 establisheda. . ..ol
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