


May 11, 1943

¥Mr., E. V. Parker,

Eeputy Commissioner.,

U. 5. Employees! Compens&tlon Ccmmissien,
1241 Calvert Buillding,

Baltlimore, Maryland.

"Dear Mp. Parker:

I am very glad to reply as well as T can to the additional
questlons in your letter of May &4.

First, with reference to the significance of the stippling
initially reported by Dr. Nofsinger and commented upon
additionally in his subsequent letter to you, I scarcely
think there is adequate evlidence to enable us to interpret
the precise significance of the stippling in this case. I
would not wish to say dogmatlcally either that the stippling
as reported by Dr. Jofsﬁnger vas the result of the hemorrhage
or that it was not. HNeither would I be 'willing to say that

it was the result of lead &bsorpticn or that 1t was not. The -

Tresence or the guantity of stippling is rot sufficiently
nredictable to justify a conclusion on this score,in my
opinioen. Therefore, I am left in the same position as I was
before,., I am not sure that the claimant had enough exposure
to lead to be- respensible fer an attack of lead intoxication.
Heither em I sure that he 4i1d not have signiflicant exposure.
Consequentlyy T should be disposed to assume that he did have,
and therefiore give him beneflt of the doubt. In other words,
I uhould not 1lilke to combat the judgment of a professional
colleague in the absence cof adequate evlidence.. Thls is not
only awmatter of professional courtesy, but more importantly
a matteér in which there is & reasonable doubt.

With neference to your second question, my conclusion that
d¢sabmlity from lead absorption would not have heen preclonged,
is based on the fact that the claimant did not have any of the
more SQrious manifestations of lead intoxicatlon, namely,
paralysis or cerebral lead Intoxication. It is our general ex-
_nerience that lead intoxication, which 1s limlted to gastroe
enterﬂc symptoms and hematologic changes, subsides regularly
and fdarly rapidly vhen further exposure to lead is brought to
an end. The dlsabllity may occésionally lmst longer than
eight Veeks, but 1t is only rare that it does, and usually
there are<cther factors active in the rare cases to prolong
the d*sability. In thls instance, I cannot find any good

RE 0016750

JRXT g



Mr. E. V. Parker - (2j - May 11, 1943

reasons for belleving that this man's hemorrhage was cdue to or
WE inf‘luenced by such lead sbsorptlon as may have cccurred.

‘ ; here was lead absorption, I fall to see any

by this would have preoipitated ‘hemoyr ha.ge from
e, nne can supposg all ma.nner of th; g .y &

Very truly yours,

" Robert A. Renoc, We Do
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