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Six I-deral =zgewcies today agreed’ to unbum an: Lw
taciy £o7zc to eoori.zate. a govermment-aide 1m-u.-umhu.m4.
pzmivciion of foud and ofilr proiects,

ICD's (polychleorizated biphaayiz) are a family of chemicals: m

used Jor intusirial purposcs.. For: at lsast 43 years, the sebstasces.:

have been uscd in. the manefacturing process. ok 88 1. componsants. off

mony preducts,, including some plastics: and' ulfn.ivu, printing. ipks,..

clectrical ~nd Bullding materizls,. liest aamgy Teani v-omd pop
products.. . :

~he t-slk force will. be coordinated t.ﬁtm'gbm Office of Sgtevse snd
Toehaclony cnd the Council on Emﬂrﬂl:.l‘.n; Quality,. Othiew wembors. sxm:.
the x:n.r:rc_wmtal Protection Agnn.y, the Teod snd Drug: Adbinistratiem,.
tl.._ Az lzzal lnstitucer of mwn M&.‘em “vlh‘.‘..
Department. of Agxiculture,.. ) . :

The tc.sk force wus. created at a-meeting: nn«w ¥ 1970, by
the FRA to share: infoxrmation. gathcred: by-that Agewcy and: by USDE... Both-
Agencies Lave been inwolwed-for soms Cime- iu;lm inwetigstions:-of-
scverzl {ndustrial incidents.which:liave resulisd in-low-Jeval FCR-

>

adulteration of various food-preducts. R ) o _
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——OPD Reports From Europe

Pesticide Residues Scrutinized
With Other Pollution Problems
By EEC and OECD Membership

International cooriination on the problems of control of pesticide residues

and other forms of “unintended occurrence of

Is in the

is beginning to become real in Europe with moves by the European Community
and by the Organization for Economic Cooperation & Development, which also
includes Canada, the U8 and Japan. The first )}

interes:ed in this problem, and lta poten-
tial for affecting trade patterns, last
March, Since then an expert committee
has moved with exceptional speed to com-
plete a draft set of binding regulations
which could come Into force in 1373 when
the Community ls expanded by the addl-
tion of new members.

The OECD approach is consultative and
is designed mainly to share information
about the problem and regulatioms. But
the scheme will also give any member
state the right to object when a regula-
tion by another member threatens adverse
economic effects.

Limitations 30 Far

So far such moves have been limited to
‘he highly industrialized countries of
Europe. But there s a growing move to

now for investigations iato such long-term
effects.

There are alto plans for other research
teams to study safe. economic and efficient
pest control techniques {for the health and
agricultural prodblems of tropical coun
tries. This work is being supported by the
Overseas Development Administration of
the British Foreign Offiee.

"XJ'h:.lCo?‘m:gty plan is the first multl-
natio nding regulatory projeet of
this type, reflecting the fact that in Europe
pollution does not respect boundaries.

So far only the Community farm pro-
gram has taken the form of dinding cez-
tral regulations: in other spheres, the
Council ull Ministers has preferred the

na-

bring developing and tropical i
fato the plcture, both for farm product
and for public health purposes.

General Agreement on Tariffs & Trade
in Geneva has {ssued a study on the trade
aspects of the problem (OPD, 8/30/31, pg.
7). But there are aiso serious health prob-
lems in soma countries which are kept
uader controi only by the use of DDT or
other pesticides which are under fire from
conservationista and environmentalists.

Dr. P.T. Haskell, director of the new
Center for Overseas Pest Redearch In
London, beileves there is a serious lack of
evidence on the long-term effects of pesti-
cides on tropical agricuiture. The center Is
negotiating with several tropical countries

of
tional rules.

Agreement On Probiem Difficudd

But the problem of pollution is not
really ble to the pro-
cedure which can allow nearly endless
studies before any action is a
the other hand, getting dinding legisiation
through the Council of Ministers has al-
wavs been difticult.

The OECD spproach is based on the
trade consequences of chemiecal coutrol
legislation. It cites a food imparting coun-
try lowering permitted pesticide resi

ports of another country. This also has

been happening with tropieal food exports

and is a cause of serious, if largely un-
d In tropical

Without comment on its “reslity,”
QECD also mentions as & possi

4 country could discriminate against food

an exports
by suitably varying its own internal regu-
lations.

OECD has set up a Sector Group on
Unintended Occurrence of Chemicals in
the Environment as part of its larger
Environment Committes. The sector group
is first on com-
pounds, polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs),
and, to the extent of the data, cadmium.

A two-year tria]l period has started on
the new consultation scheme. Under this,

MONS

622167



