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DATE: . NOVEMBER 24, 1971
SUBJECT: POLLUTION IS EVERYCNE'S PROBLEM

From the publicity being given to PCBs one might get the impres-
sion that pollution was almost t sole result Monsanto's
product line, Get rid of Aroclor™ and Thermino’ fluids and the
problem would be solved. In heat transfer fluids Dow (our major
competitor) has been fairly busy at our Therminol PR customers
trying to convert them to Dowtherm rather than Therminol 55 or 55,
In fact some Dow salesmen have got a little bit carried away by
the occasion. We've heard stories that Dow claim Monsanto is »nut
of the Therminol business and that we have precious little indus-
trial experience with Therminol §6. Both stories are far from
the truth,

It was therefore with some surprise that we read in the St., Louis
Post-Dispatch on November 18 that diphenyl oxide heat transfer
fluid (of which Dow is the only U.S, manufacturer) had contaminated
drinking water in a local community, The point that must be made
to all customers 1s that heat transfer leaks can lead to environ-
mental pollution whatever fluid 1s used., To emphasise that view
Chemical Week of November 24, 1971 has an article on a Senate Bill
(§-2770) that sets zero water pollution from industry and muni-
cipalities by 1985, The chances are that this bill will be passed
by both Senate and House. .

Singling out Monsanto as the scape-gocat and getting mad at us for
converting our Therminol FR line to Therminol 55 and 56 gets no
one anywhere, We are sure they are probably as busy now at Mid-
land as we have been, Therminol 55 and 66 do not contain diphenyl

ether,

¢ e —

Cumming Plton;

P.S. Please use my own write-up discreetly. Do not xercx it
for customer distribution,
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Water’s Taste Traced To A Ieak: {

lThe source of erblg\l%n‘::-)

tap water in soulh St. Louis
County has beer traced by the
County Health Depariment to
& Teak In & chemical line at the
Ashiard Chemical Co. plamt in
Valley Park.

Willlam Starkey. plant man-
ager, when restived at & sales
convention in Columbus. O., re-
fused to say Wha: the pluct
manufactures or what caused
the ieak or what'the cubscance
was that lesked i=tn the Vera-
mec River. The Hieramec s
the water source for south
county residents,

Jon L. Tuepker, vice presi.
dent of preduction of the St
Louis Water Cn.. said the com-
pany had found a treatment
in remeve the substance laie
Tuesday and consumers shw'd
not be bothered with the bad
taste any longer.

The taste was first resorted
Yom Kirtwood ast Tlarsd. W
ind the prablem _reached
wik Tn'l

(¥ L forr
N
water system: the suzply comes
from 1“e Meramec.

A spokesman for the environ-
mental division of the County
Health Depurtment said the
chemical compound was found
to be biphenvi ether. He said it
way Iitl a5 @ heat exchange
material at the plant, Thied
Street and St. Louis Avenue..

“The mowral,” said H. Ciil-
ford Mitchell, assistant commis-
sioner of emvirunments) heaith,

II/ I} }‘/
sused »o significant whh“
huhh problems. In email con-
centrations. it is not harmiul.” *

“The quality of the watcr Le-
ing preduced by she St. Louss
County Water Co. meets ol
public  health standards for
drinking,” Mitcheld said.

He said the chemical plant
was shut (mmediately after l‘rt
leak was discovered. !

However, oliicers at the p:ilt
refused to say whether cperu-
tions had been resumed. '
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