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TO:
FROM :

PLAINTIFF’S EXHIBIT

ASBESTOS INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION
68 GLOUCESTER PLACE, LONDON WIH 3HL

MEMORANDUM
Member Associations cc Executive Committee ATA/1/4/19/POL
. for info. .
Director-General ’ 31 August 1982

Health & Safety Commission's and Mr. Bill Simpson's Press Releases on Asbestos

Please find attached press releases C18:82 and C19:82 issued respectively
by the UK Health & Safety Commission and by Mr. Bill Simpson concerning
asbestos.

Sir Neville Stack .

CAPCO JEN 0012097




LY

H

L\,

”

.
-t

'
iRy

a M2ws

o D
Paals © g .
12alth and  ~ 25Chapet sueny () 'pf‘z
~ London NW1 20T X Z] (e
o : \
:931'~17 Telephone 012262 3277 . e

Commission e

- 255 27 August 1582
Y¥ew Safetv Livits for Astestos

The Lealth and Safety Comzission is to introduce much tighter control
limits foxr Asbestos from 1 Jsnuary 1583. Work is to be undertazken to identify

what further measures can be taken.

At its neetlng on 24 August the Cozmission decided that the limit for
asbestos in general use (chrysotile or white asbestos) should be halved to
1 f/cl. The limit for amosite (brown asbastos) will be quarterci to 0.5 f/ml

and the strict control limit for crocidolite (blue asbestos) will be

maintained at its current level of 0.2 £/ml which effectively rules out its

use.

Although a great wmany workplaces are keeping exposure balow 1 £/=1
(chrysotile) a significant number are not yet doing so. If they cannot
introduce practical engineering controls to wmeet the new limit by 1 Janvary

1953 :hp ;::’ Zorce will be resuired to ueaxr suitzble protective equipsent.
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The Coznission emphasises that these control limits zre not absolutely
szfe levels. They noted that assertions had been made that there was new
pedical evidence about the effects of exposure to asbestos. They therefore
decided that a detailed review of all the medical evidépce to c=z should be
undertaken by an internationally recogmised zuthority in this £3-77

CSF 0022535

In the short term they have assked the Deputy Director General of the
Kealth and Safety Executive (Dr Duncan) to bring together a group of medical
experts to consider whether there hzd been any substantial changes to oedical
tnowledge since the Advisory Comcittee on Asbestos prepared its report.

- The Coxrission also decided to set up a Working Group including both
sides of industry, chaired by a senior officer of the health anz Safety
Executive, with the object of identifying and recommending any further
neasures for the control of exposure to asbestos dust that were not considered
practicable at the time of the ACA report. This would include 5 review of
present engineering controls zna systems of work. A review will also be
cornissioned to assess the édequpcy zrd the problems of wezring suitable

respiratory protective equipzent end protective clothing. 40_3/
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1he Commission will consider the reports of the Working Groups not later
than August 1983 when they will take into account Recomzenaaticn 1U of the ACA
Finzl Report which states “we recozmend that legislation should be prepared
making clear that an oveg—riding requirezent to reduce exposure to zsbestos
aust to the nminimum that is reasonably practicable should be applied”. The
Working Groups will have considered the implications for ingustry of the new
limit from 1 January 19%¢3. I1f the reports indicate that further action needs
to be taken on the question of control 1limits, the Commission will then

consider how this should be done.

The Commission has already decided, =zt its meeting on 2G July 15¢2,

action to deal with & number of hazzrds on zsbestos. These are:

(1) The licenmsing of asbestos insulation contractors {consiaered by

the ACA to be a group at greatest risk).
(2} ike prchibition of spraying of asbestos.
(3) The prohibition of the use of asbestos in insulation.

(4) The prohibition of the icport, use and cerketing of crocidolite

and products containing it.

In addition, an Approved Code of Fractice anc¢ Guidance Note on “hork
with ashbestos insulation and asbestos coating”™ was published znd came into

effect in Ccrtober 1951.

Since 168G efforts Lave been made to achieve coczmon stznazrds in the
European Ccmrmunity on the warketing and use of asbestos products ané the
protection of the workers in the asbestos industry. Progress has not been as
fast as would have been wished. hevertheless, the possibility of soze
2greement is in sight. In view of this the Cocmission decided on the present

action.
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The Cocmission is equally concerned about the public exposure to the
hazards of asbestos. However, most measurements of asbestos levels outside
the workplace are already considerably below the new control limits. &As the
Advisory Committee said referring to the public healtk risk, "We conclude that
the presence of chrysotile’ containing small quantities of acphiboles is
unlikely to have produced any material increase in the risk of lung cancer in
the general population or any appreciable number of cases of resothelioza.

The same is certainly true of asbestosis™.

The Cormission will use its powers to ensure that exposure licits

generally remain well below the new limit and never exceed it.

Notes to Editors:

1. The new control licmits will ioplement Eecoczendztions 14, 15 and 17 of
the Final Report”cf the Advisory Cozcittes on’ Asbestes.

2. The existing control limits are based on guidance that was issued
following the bringing into effect of the Asbestos Regulatioms 1569.

3. The Advisory Cocmittee on Asbestos was set up in khay 1976. 1ts first
two reports, dealing with thermal znd acoustic insulation and rmethods of
cezsuirng airborne asbestos, were published in June 1975. The Final Report of
the ACA was publisted in October 1979 and the HSC asked for cozments. During
the consultation period two .EC draft Directives on asbestos were published.
The first, dealing with marketing and use, was published in harch 1960 and the
second, on the protection of workers, in QOctober 198C. At its ceeting on 17
February 19681 the HSC considered comments received on the ACA's Final Report.
It 21so had to take into account the proposed EC Directives and the need to
co-ordinate UK and Europzan action on asbestos. The KSC advised the Secretary
of State for Ecployment om 7 April 1981 on the basis on which an zttempt
should be made to reach a2n agreement in the European Comzunity.

4. The proposed regulations on licensing and prohibition follow the ESC's
consideration of respoases to the Consultative Docucent on tha "Asbestos
Insulation and Coating Draft Regulations™, intended to  implerent
Pecommedations 1, 2, 3 and 5 of the ACA's First EReport, published in June
1981,

5. A statement by the Chairman of the Cormission, Mr Bill Siwpson, has been
issued today as Fress Release C 19 : 82,
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* Health and
Safety
Commission

25 Chapel Street
tondon NW1 4DT
Telephone 01.262 3277

ext 255

News
Release -

27 August 1982

ASBESTOS: " A COMPREHENSIVE RESPONSEY, SAYS BILL SIMPSON

Commenting today on the announcement of the Health and Safety Cozzission's

agreement to a package of measures on asbestos, Mr Bill Simpson, the Commissiecn's

Chairman, said:

"These decisions are a comprehensive response to public and industrial

concern about the dangers from asbestos.

- .

“The new limits will operate from 1 January 1983 and I give an assurance

that therz.will be no delay in the medical, engineering and protectiis

equipment inguiries which have beex set in wotion by the Cecmmission.

"The Commission are unanicous in their desire to reduce future exposure

levels to the minimum possible and I am confident that the actions which

we have initinted will provide acceptable answers to the practical difficulties

which have to be overcome in order to make this possible'.

KOTE TO EDITORS:

Press release C15:82 explains in detail the measures decided by the Health
and Safety Commission at its meeting on 2% August 1982

Cc19:82
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