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as were the et ot the pulmonary tissues. No
tuberele bacilli could be found anvwhere, but through-
out the lungs there were ' curtous bodies " which are
<o distinctive of asbestos partieles iying in hving
tissues  These bodies were scen o fibrous zones,
in the alveol, and ¢ven included within grant phago-
cytes This man, aged 49, had been  totally
mcapacitated with pronounced dyspnoca on exertion
and  cardive  fadure  Particles  of  asbestos were
found m 10 out or 12 ~amples of sputum and ' curious
bodies 7 m 3 samples , such findimgs, however, were
not associated with Nerav shadows mdicative of
pulmonary nbhro-is  ‘The evidonce 1 agamst much
danger arising trom the manutacture ot bbro-cement.
12 L. Collis

Does-Hansiy, V) brest, oA Groka, ] Talcosis
pulmonum. [ yeskr | Lacger 1950, Dec 7,
vooHE20 No 49, 1891 7, 2 skiagrams 26 refs

Foghsh suminary

In 1940, the Dansh public health  authorities
imvestigated  the possibility ol tale porsoniig in
two rubber lactoaes, and m one O Them Ten workers
who Tad heeu emploved in it from 15 to 30 vears
were examuned with special refereuce too deposits
in the lungs Al the skiagrams were normal, and
there were no complamts of svmptons  In 1949,
one ol these factories was agaim studied with refer-
ence to tale porsonmyg, and five workers with the
longe-t time of emplovinent (trom 19 to 29 vears)
were examined A worker who had been employed
for 29 vears -howed diftuse radiographie changes
i the lungs  The present publication gives w detailed
account of tive cases mr which thore were radiographic
pulmonary changes aiter prolonged exposuie to tale
du~t during the manutacture of rubber nner tubes,
Thice of these workers had shown no radiographie
cvidence of ibrosis adter respectinely 6,15 and 15
vears of exposure to the dust But atter a further
pertod of 10 vears there were marked radrographic
change~  None ob the five workors presented any
sviptons ol take porsonmg, but three of them showed
4 shght reducthon of pulmonary hinction T he
authors recommend measures tor the reduction ot
talc dust m the industries concerned, and  they
suggest  that whea such pulmonary  chianges as
thev found are demonstrable, 1t 1~ advisable to move
the worker to a less dusty emplovment

Clavde Lillingston

pr CoMNENE, | 5 & Biessox, |
4 poussiéres de eéréales
to the Dusts of Cereals
Sfesswonnelles  Parrs 1930, v
9 higs 115 refs

L.a pneumokoniose
Pneumoconiosis due
dich. Malad. Pro-

11, No 5, 459 70,

The claim 15 advanced that dust trom such cereals
as barley, wheat and oats can cause pneumoconosts,
and published work 15 quoted m support.  Iixpert-
ments are described 1 which guineapigs were exposed
to cereal dust for 3 to | hour for 3 or 4 sesswuns per
week during 100 to 245 days  The dust contained
sharp fragments ot vegetable baus and such were
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found in the lungs of the animals. The lungs showed
changes which are divided into three stages, passind
from bronchiolitis with abrasion or perhaps dev
truction of the cpithelium of the bronchy, the
bronchioles containtg polynuclear cells and duxt
particles, to a stage in which the bronchiocles becomé
cither obliterated or emphysematous with thnckened
and sclerotic walls. The-e changes cause N-ra¥
Jhadows passing from  reticulation to nodulation
They have beent ascribed to trauma from the sharf
dust, or to histamines in the dust, ur to bacterd
introduced with the dust and gamnng iccess through
the traumatic action of the dust, or to noulds
belonging to these vegetable dusts Dusts  trom
difterent cereals difier m toxicity  Search, however.
for either bacteria or moulds has failed to detect
the noxious agent, and the authors are compelle
to blame the dust as such.  No evidence ot su~
ceptibility to tuberculosi> was found  The dust v
generated when grain is being transhipped to land,
often by mechameal clevators and chutes Tlighty-
four men emploved i the port of Marseilles were
examined and 21 of them exhibited sims of pneume
comosts  On first starting on the work, the met
expertence ' cereal tever ™ “somewhat reminiscent ot
“ mill fever *’ in cotton mulls’ which after a few day>
passes off ; but as years go by, from 510 20, bronchial
attacks become more and more [requent and assoct-
ated with asthmatic attacks, while the men become
dvspnoetc and cyanotic  Of the 21 cases detected,
Y were 11 the first ~tage, 11 m the second, and only
one m the third, Prevention lies 1 controlling the
dust as far as possible by engineer ng applance>
such as closed-in machmery and exhiust draughts:
and m medical examination before employment and
every six months thereafter  [n contrast to sihicotic
1ibrosis with tts mevitable advance, rest and treedom
from exposure would seem to perm t the lungs to
recover slowlv, L. Collis

Moraes, G G, & lorses, J ] Review of Literature
on Health Hazards of Beryllium and its Com-
pounds. (.S. Bur M. Infurm. Cin 7ol
Wash 1930, july, 28 pp. 38 rers”

This circular presents a review of literature per-
tamning to health hazards arsing trom Dberylium
powsoning.  Berylhum occurs m natire as a nunot
constituent of pegmatite ores, especially ol beryl,
a complex alummum beryllium sicate , it 1Is the
basis of emerald gems. It 1s found in many countries
1 small amounts and 1> coming tnto many ndustrial
uses chiefly in alloys with copper  Sach alloys have
high fatigue strength, Iigh tensile strength and
electrical conductivaty, hardness aul resistance to
corroston.  One particular use 15 in the production
of tluorescent lamps, although for this purpose the
leas toxic cadmuun ts being substituted. Many cases
ot berylliosts have been reported, due to direct
contact with the skin, or to the acrion of 1ts dust
on the lungs, or to general toxaemua Contact with

the <kin will set up erythema of exposed parts and
conjunctivitis ; if the skm be abraded, particles
may ger m and cause tndolent ulcers which heal

e e X

ey o o TR VA TR TRRE YT 7

[N

Vol. 26

Olll_\' af
skin g1
years :
general
liable 1.
lamps,
All bro
of dire
Inha
may i
insidio
anorex
or Llo
But th
tosis «
latent
condis
of W
bout\
Cyan
heart
Nore
Diag
clindl
The
serie-
living
bery:
sourc
work
Ce
limn
per
vent
ated
but .
du-~t
filter
exa
toge
bert
Pro.

shor

ol
to
det
the
ts
dao-
the
21
o
of
to
mn
ey




