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SAFETY c o m m i t t e e  

O. B . Le w s
C H A I R M A N

Et h y l  Ga s o l i n e  Co r p o r a t i o n
^  9 . .

<n % .

Ch r y s l r r  B u i l d i n g
405 Le x in g t o n Av e n u e

X i : \ v Y o r k  A p r il 6, 1937

Dr. H. A. Xehoe
K ette r in g  Laboratory o f A pplied P h ysio logy  
C ollege o f Medicine 
Eden Avenue 
C in c in n a ti, Ohio.

Dear Dr. Xehoe:

A ttached h ere to  i s  some correspondence on an 
a l le g e d  case o f p o iso n in g  from hand ling g a so l in e . Our  
rep resen ta t iv e  req u ests you communicate w ith  Dr. R usse ll 
who handled the case and, we would ap p rec ia te  your doing  
so , i f  you f e e l  i t  n ecessa ry .

Very t r u ly  y o u r s ,,

W:GCL
E nclosure
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Y New York,' A p r il 1 , 1937

Mr. R. C. Murphy

Dear Murphî

As per your l e t t e r  o f March 29th , I in v e s t ig a te d  the a l le g e d  case of lead
p o ison in g  in  B radford, Penn, and, as you w i l l  see  from the fo llo w in g  in form ation ,  
i t  turned out to  "be o f  no ve ry  g rea t importance a ft e r  a l l .

O il Company, who c a l le d  the m atter to  our a t te n t io n . . He r e a l ly  had noth ing a t  a l l  
to  do w ith  the case hut happened to  know th e trucker in vo lved , s in ce  he does some 
h au lin g  fo r  h is  company. Mr. F ie is  chinan m erely no t i f ie d  us o f the case when he 
lea rn ed  th a t there was some su sp ic io n  th a t po ison in g  from le a d  trea ted  g a so lin e 
might he in vo lved . He a ls o  put me in  touch w ith  the proper p a r t ie s ,  so th a t I 
was a b le  to  g e t f u l l  in form ation on the .whole ca se .

leum products fo r  r e f in e r s  and; jobbers in  th is  a rea . I met hoth  Mr. G iffo rd  and  
Dr. R. X. R u sse l l ,  a t  the fo rm er 's home and was ab le  to g e t  the fo l lo w in g  informa­
t io n  from them.

h a u lin g  in  h is  trucks have been non leaded  g a s o l in e, kerosene and fu e l  o i l s .  He 
to ld  me th a t i t  i s  very  seldom th a t he i s  c a l le d  upon to  hau l loads o f  lead ed  gaso­
l in e  and a ls o  th a t the l a s t  time he hauled any leaded  g a so lin e  was e a r ly  in  Febru­
a ry . With th is  in  mind, i t  was d i f f i c u l t  to  see where he cou ld  have had any pos­
s ib le  exposure to  le a d . I f i n a l l y  learned  that the on ly  p o s s ib le  exposure which 
he had was in  f i l l i n g  the tank o f  h is  tru ck s. He wais th a t th is  was h a b itu a l ly 
done a t  the load ing  rack o f the Quaker S ta te  O il R efin ing  Co. a t  th e ir  r e f in e r y  
in  Farmer1s T a lle y , Penn. .

As a  f u e l  fo r  running h is  t r u c k s u s e s  S te r l in g  C rysta l Green, a 
leaded  regu la r  g a s o l in e . He a ls o  sa id  th a t  ^ ^ w a ^ h is h ab it  to  f i l l  h is  truck  a t  
the r e f in e r y  and very  o ften  they ran some o f the - ga so lin e  over and he sometimes 
g o t h is  hands wet w ith  i t .  So fa r  as he cou ld  r e c a ll ,  th is  was the on ly  p o ss ib le 
exposure he has had to  lea d , so I  ca n 't  see how th is  would ve ry  e a s i l y  be the 
cause o f  h is  t r o u b les . . \  .

he had scra tch ed  h is  l e f t  w r is t  bu t i t  was not anyth ing se r io u s  and he does not 
even r e c a l l  ju s t  how he did r e c e iv e  the o r ig in a l  in jury . He t rea ted  the cu t w ith

Farmers T a lley  and a ls o  f i l l e d  h is  truck  tank w ith  leaded  regu la r  g a so l in e . As 
he r e c a l ls  th in g s , th ere was some s p i l la g e  and he did  g e t  h is  hands wet w ith  the 
leaded  g a s o l in e . I t  was a  p r e t ty  co ld  day and he was wearing g lo v es a t  the time 
t h is  occurred. Both h is  g lo v es and hands bedame wet w ith  g a so lin e  b u t he d id  not 
bother to  take them o f f  but s ta r te d  op t, on h is  t r ip  w ith them wet, th in k in g  th ey 
would dry out very  soon. He a ls o  adm its that h is  g lo v es  and hands were both  p r e t ty 
d ir t y  a t  t h is  t im e. He fu r th er  s ta te s  th a t in  d r iv i n g  the truck , he rubbed h is

F i r s t ,  I  con tacted  Mr. J . G. F leischm an, S a les Manager fo r  the Bradford

I t  seems that Mr. 290 Congress S t . , Bradford, Penn, owns
and operates th ree tank trucks and i s  engaged in  con tract h au lin g  o f va r ious p e tro -

By fa r  the la r g e s t  p a r t o f the petroleum  products which G iffo rd  has been

Mr. m edical t rou b les s ta r te d  about ten  days ago* I t  seems th a t

iod in e  and p r e t ty  much fo rg o t abou t i t  because i t  seemed to  be h ea lin g  in  a normal 
fa sh io n . .

About th ree days la t e r ,  he loaded  h is  truck w ith  non leaded  g a so lin e  a t

f a ?  0 G i l l 4 3

N
82

17
.0

1



s o r e -wrist on the s te e r in g  w heel, so  i t  would seem that whatever in fe c t io n  he d id 
g e t  would have come from the com bination .of d i r t y  g lo v e s , d i r t y  hands, "both wet 
w ith  g a so lin e  and rubbing on a  p rev ious cu t,'

me home q u ite  la t e  that n ig h t and f e l t  p r e t ty  "bad. H is l e f t  arm 
was q u ite  so re , so  he c a l le d  the doctor in  the morning. Dr. H u sse ll found th a t he 
was running a f a i r l y  h igh temperature a t  th a t t im e , 1 bel i e v e  he sa id  102, bu t am 
not too  sure o f th a t f  igu re . The doctor a ls o  found t h a t w a s  develop ing  a 
la rg e  and very  sore ab cess on h is  l e f t  thumb. This came to  a  head in  about 2b hours

Dr. B u sse ll  s ta te d  th a t , a t the time h is  f i r s t  abcess appeared, the o r i ­
g in a l  cu t on h is  w r is t  seemed to  have h ea led  a l l  r ig h t  and tha t the ab cess was not 
connected  w ith  i t .  He s ta te d  th a t th is  was not a t  al l  uncommon, th a t in fe c t io n 
might very  w e l l  en te r  the system  in  an old  in ju ry  and m an ifest i t s e l f  e lsew here in 
the body. .

The n ex t day another s im ila r  ab cess appeared fu r th er  up on the man’s arm . 
and t h is  too came to  a  head w ith in  2b hours. The fo l lo win g  day, a  th ir d  one appeared 
in  much the same manner. On the day I saw th ree seemed to  he under
co n tro l hut a  fou r th  one was making i t s  appearance. These a b cesses looked l i k e  ■ 
ord inary "boils and were very  sore u n t i l  they came to  a  head and were r e l ie v e d . The 
doctor was t r e a t in g  them w ith  some so r t  of p o u l t ic e ,  which seemed to  take ca re  o f 
them a l l  r ig h t  and a ls o  to  con fin e  them to  h is  l e f t fo re  arm.

In ta lk in g  w ith  Dr. R u s s e l l ,  I found th a t he was in no way alarmed over • 
the whole th in g . He sa id  tha t from a l l  appearances the a h cesses appeared to  be 
ord inary lym phatic in fe c t io n s , w hatever tha t may mean. He a ls o  sa id  th a t they were 
responding to  normal treatm ent ve ry  w e ll  and he had no fe a r  o f the in fe c t io n  spread­
ing to  other p a r ts  o f the body. *

The on ly  th in g  th a t p u zzled  Dr. R u sse ll was the r a p id i ty  w ith  which these 
a h cesses appeared and came to  a  head. He s a id  th a t u sua l ly  they  requ ired  bg hours 
or more, but th a t in  th is  case th ey  appeared and came to  a  head w ith in  2b hours.
This r a p id i ty  seems to  be the on ly  th in g  th a t p u zz les  the docto r .

Of cou rse, I was very  c a r e fu l to  make no sta tem en ts regarding the case 
excep t to  say th a t i t  d id  not seem reasonab le th a t the le a d  in  the g a so lin e  could 
be the cause when the man had "been su b jec ted  to  so li t t l e  exposure. Dr. R u sse ll 
sa id  tha t he d id  not su sp ect lead  p o iso n in g  but m erely  wanted to  check w ith  t is  on 
the m atter, s in c e  there might be some p o s s i b i l i t y  o f such a th in g . He adm itted 
th a t he had never trea ted  a  ease o f bead p o ison in g  and knew very  l i t t l e  about i t ,  
hut m erely wanted an op in ion  from u s on the m atter. . -

Dr. R u sse ll a ls o  sa id  th a t the p a t ie n t ’ s temperature was now normal and 
he f e l t  sure th a t recovery  would now be on ly  a  m atter o f tim e. He d id  say  th a t he 
would l i k e  very  much to  have me p ass t h is  in form ation  a long to  our m edical department 
fo r  th e ir  op in ion  on the whole th in g . .He would l i k e to  hear from them m erely  to 
know i f  t h is  case had any symptoms a t  a l l  o f  lea d  p o iso n in g . H is address i s  Dr.
R. K. R u s s e l l ,  23 Main S t r e e t ,  B radford , P en n sy lvan ia . I 'd o n ' t  know how Dr. Kehoe 
f e e l s  about the m atter, b u t I do f e e l  that i t  would be w e l l  fo r  him to  g iv e  some 
so r t  of an  answer to  Dji. R u sse l l ,

So fa r  as we as a  company a re concerned, every th ing  connected w ith  the 
case i s  in  good order. N either the p a t ie n t  nor the doctor  d i r e c t ly  blame lea d  fo r 
th e ir  trou b les but m erely wanted to  check a l l  the po s s i b i l i t i e s  in  an e f f o r t  to  c le a r 
up the ca se . They h o ld  us resp o n sib le  in  no manner but m erely came to  us fo r  in ­
form ation and p o s s ib le  h e lp . There has been no adverse p u b l ic i t y  regard ing the 
ca se , in  f a c t  th ere has been none a t  a l l .  I

I do f e e l  th a t Dr. R u sse ll  shou ld  g e t  some so r t  o f an answer from our 
m edical department, s in ce  he s p e c i f i c a l l y  asked fo r i t .  I f  the above in form ation  .
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. J wi i l  "be v e ry  g lad  ¿to ;ge t  more, i f  you d e s ir e  it .  However, 
e * mbre in  the m atter l w ith out fu r th er  adv ice fro m you. .

o n o th in g

s® || |§| f
Very t r u ly  y o u r s , 

M. P. Murdock
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