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" on a substantial insulat:on contrapting buainbsd in connsction with

- building and ship-repairing.

Dral:
gras

The Ministry of Lobour and
latlangl lepvias,

ractory .auparteent,

S5t. Jares’'s fiquare,
Lendon, 3.U.1,

Dear Sirs,

I Praft tepulntions [(mﬂL!m:i.gdgﬂg'

gnd T h-p-repioing o
A copy of the above drafs Hogulat)ons‘hpn resentiy
been sent to us by our Sutsidiary Company, lewalls Insulaticn
Cu. Ltd. of Woshington Station, fo. Durham, they being conserndd
with the referonces contained tharein to astestus, since they carry

shipbuilding and ship-repairing. S

In additlon, ancther Subsidiary c:)mpanyro'r Turner &
Newall Ltd. 1s ocnserned, namely J. W. Hoberts Ltd. of Hidland
Works, imaley, Leods, that Company boing the odners of sartain
patents widor which the iloberts Asbeatos Spray Pro‘:sla:sa is ‘operated;
Newalls Inoulation Co. Ltd. hold a Liasnaw from J. W; Roborts Ltd.
in respect of the use cf that Process in connection with ship-

The draft Regulaticns suggest that statemunts should
be sent to the Ministry, indicating briefly and prcvisionally what
potnts on the draft legulations 1t is desired to dighuu. and
nacordinzl.y I have beon acked to put the following points forward

for consideration by tho Department and for later dissussicn.

1. 1t may first be of advantage to refar to the oircular
letter sont out by the Ministry in Auguat 1945 under the
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hezding of “Azbestos Insulatiun adcard Ship-", to whish 1n
fact a lengthy reply was sent to the Chief inspestor of
Fastories by Turner & Yiowall Ltd. om 4th Octobor 1945.  Su-k
rf;'ply showed {inter siia) that no difficulty arcse so fau us
wWu vigre sonuerned in the <ace of the siz point:}i‘nentionezl in
tho sir-ular letter of dugust 1645, uxsopt point 3 -;nn-:ci‘nitps
'th'a Use ot\ respirators. Az ragards that pointy cur rgply K
indi:atod that the surr, 1stion that worlmen nngared in fitting ‘
or mm.vim; any dry mw. Lation materia.l ..ontnining asbastos
(3 on board ship (as suggested fu point 3 of the sircular lettec:
‘ . w#a in our vicw quite unnacossary and Inappropriate, and that
.‘ , " if any such acticn vere ioposod in that manner it would mean
A in effo:t a very wide extonsion to tha asbestosis Hogulations,
as the lxtler have always applicvd in general to manufgaturing
processas only and have not >_1n any way applied tc finished
: gouds.  Moreover, our raply stited that 1t was ci gnificant
| ~ that our experfence in the past had shown that no ocases of
i (‘) asbestasis hava arisea amongst cmployces handiing and applying
| v _ finished produon; that, 1 underatand, 18 stiil the sass. -

<. We are concernwd only with thosu portions of the j
draft Regulations which apply to tho use or application of

g PY nﬁums, namcly the definition of asbestos in Regulation 3

i and the provisions of Rogulations 70 and 71 as to the use of

| respirators and the employmont of young porsons. y
o Tho dufinition of asbestos in Rogulotion 3 states

thit asbestus means “any fibrous s4licate mincral and any
adnixture containing any such minaral”, and vo would like to
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be allowed to submit that such definition is éertalnly
ambiguous and might be read as having an oxtre;oly wide
épplication. For the reasons montiocned in our latter of

4th October 1945 ard referred to also in this lettor, we feel
that the definiticn of asbestos should be limited to the use
and applicAtion of the fibre itself {(or any admixture thereof)
in its rav and dry unmanufastured state, and that to prevent
misunderstanding the definition should show that manufactured
goods are completely excluded frou the definition. We foel N *
1t likely that {t was not the Departwent's intention that
ﬁanurnctnrod goods should fall within the definitfon, but we

think that the position ghould be made clear,

Newalls Ingulation Co. Ltd. (in addit{oh to operating
the Spray Fru:ess) apply on board ship a large range uf

manufactured insulating materials suxh as Sestions and Slabs

composed of magnesiam and/cr asbestos; 1n nanj casea these
Insulation producti are coniod'ﬁ cotton cuw,a; or sarim

aloth, in others they are mixed with cement, and in all these

c;uu there in no astostos dust and no possibility of risk.
Horeover, a large proportion of the products '&pplud'by ' ‘
Newalls insulation Co. Ltd. are what are knovn as “B5% lMagnesta
Products", the asbestos content being the remaining 15¢ only.

" As a basis for discussion ve put forvard for
consideration by the Department the following revised
definition - ‘

, "Asbestyus™ means any magnesiun silicate mineral in 1its

rav and dry unmanufactured state and any adaixture

-
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containing any such mineral, this definition not
including therefcre any manufa:tured products or
plastic couposed whclly or partly of asbestos”

1. As regards Regulation 70 dealing with respiraters,
the werding of paragraph (a) would te, in our ﬂcw, nush too
'wide tnless the definition of asbestos is limited so as to

exs3lude manufactured products.

We are under the impression that in general ths
references to asbestos included in the draft Regulations have

-
¥
-

|.. ' ‘been included tecause of the wide-spread uce of the Aabestos
' Spray Process abcard ship, and that such referon:es ars
_:thororurc intonded tc be diraected mainly to the use of that
Process. HNo suggestion has ever beon made to us before that
respirators should bo worn in connection with tho handling or
| _ dpplication of the finished articles; on that basis every

! plumber for instance installing Magnesia Insulaticn Sestions
(’ anywhere in this cquh.try should wear a rezpiratcr!

. Before ti;xo Asbestosis Rogulations came into offect in l
| 131, we vers sinilarly given the opportunity of making |
ﬁ represontations to the Home O0ffice.as rognfdi .t!‘n vording

® . ‘thereof, and aoriain‘ suggestions wo then made v'grq accepted i

o

having the effect of excluding all manufaotured product- from
the operation of thoso Regulations, and confining the latter L
in effect to asbostos fibre in its dry and unmanufactured

such linitation of the Regulations vas perfectly appropriate,’

M state. The incidence of asbestosis since 1931 shows that
% as ashostosis cases within this organisation sin:ze 1931 have .

<
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' in general occurred amongst employees handling dry asbestos

" fibre as such and not apongst cnmployees handling finished
. gucds made wholly or partiy of asba#tos.

4. . As regards the Spray Frocess 1tself, our skray
- operators hava been provided with respirators for & nunber of
Years at the raquest of the Department. and I am informed that
1t 18 sti1) a fact that no asbostosis cases have ociurred
amongst them, nlthough the Pro:ess haa been iﬁ use extangivsly
'ror some 20 years snd has boen cvperated to an increasing extent,

particularly during and since the War.

' The Spray Process has boen very significantly improved

~ during the last fow years through the 1nvan¢ibn (patented by
J. Q. Roborts Ltd,) of what s known as the "D;un Damping -
:Proooaa“ whersby the asbostos fitre 1s damped in a drum befors
the mixture is placed in the Noberts Spray Machine. This
1nv«ntion has reduced the dust in the ltmo-phorc su subgtantially
thut the Spray Process can for instance nov be operated by
J. Y. Roberts Ltd. 4n railvay carriage works nlonxsxdo nevly
painted railvay ccaches wkose paint is still sticky. '

This point is meationed in relation to ihc word
. Pvicinitj" in pnragraph (8) <f draft Regulation 7C. That
word 1s not dofined in tho Hogulations and we would 1like to
subait that the phrase “immodiate wiainity" should be uzsd. V
Whatever riak‘thero may be from the Spray Procvss can alnarly‘
only exist (if at all) in the immedimte vicinity of ths vork,
?rnn the expsrlence gained ty J. W, Roberts Ltd. and Hewslls
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Insulation Co. Lf.d. uvor a lengthy perioed, the risk would

. certainly anposr to be sliprht, if not negligidle, and this
opinion is supported by the conaplete absence of any '
‘asbestosis sases amongst the hundreds of spray cperatives

who hava teen concerned.

-

In ~ase our letter of Ath Ontuber 1’94'5 zentioned above
13 ot availatly to you, I en:losu & copy of it herouwith.

O . |
. ' : We wauid be gled to accopt the invitation contained -
in the krefaze to the draft Rogulaticns a3 to diz:ussing the
position pursonaily with reprosontatives of the ﬁepartmant at any

mutimlly convenient date.
Yours faithfully,

for TURRER & MIZALL LINITED,

O R i V atn ' &:Ntm. . ' ‘ -

- o —
I . . °
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