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THE BEST PAINT.

The question very naturally occurs to the -

man who is about to paint: * Whichk és the most
economical plan for me—io use a paini I éan buy
ekl ready Jor use, o7 purchase the malerials and
mix them by hand P . .

The answers to this and similar questions
sometimes come from persons with prejudiced

minds, or from those whose knowledge of the -

subject is deficient. Now, while we are inter-
ested in certain paints, we will endeavor to an-
swer this question in w candid way, basing our
statements upon the results of actual tests made
by disinterasted as well as interested parties; and,
as our long experience and ample facilities for
abtaining facts ought cestainly to qualify us for
speaking intelligently upon the subject, we may
safely affirm that our opinion is of more than
ordinary value. We therefore unhesitatingly
say that preparcd painfs, such as THE SHERWIN-
WiLLiass Pant, will be found more economi-
cal to use than others. By this we do not wish
1 be understood ta mean that all prepared
paints are morc economical to use than hand-
mixed Jead, zinc and oil, because the greater
portion of the mixed paints in the market are
far from being good. Were it not for this fact,
the sale of ready-mixed paints, lasge and rapidly
increasing as it already is, would before this have
superseded the sale of paste paints, and we have
no doubt that the time will come, and that in the
near future, when rekable brands of prepared
paints will as fullmke the place of paste paints
as the latter, within the memory of some who

will read this, took the place of dry pigments,
which had to be mixed with oil by hand in the
most crude and laborious way.

THE REASON WRY.

It is much to be regretted that so little atten.
tion has been given in ~ur educational institu-
tions to the chemistry of pigments and the ve.
hicles used with them. Instruction on the nature
of pigments, the laws of harmony and contrast
of colors, etc., would improve the minds of suc-
ceeding generations on what is most durable
and economical in paints, and develop a more
correct taste in the selection of colors; and,
what is even more desirable, clevate the pro-
fession of practical painting and decorating 1o
its proper place in the useful arts, For many
years there has Leen a prevailing impression
that lead was the only pigment suitable for
good paint. While it is truc that carbonate of
lead possesses some of the best elements for
paint, it is also true that in other respects it is
deficient. The merits of Oxide of Zinc have
become so well established that the long-pre-
vailing prejudice against it as a paint is wear-
ing away, and it is now found that a more dur-

able surface and a much smoother appearance
are secured by uniting these two pigments in
suitable proportions.” Again, it has been thought
that paint was just as good when prepared by.
the painter or consumer as by a paint manufac-
turer. “This, of course, is an error, which has
7
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ing given samples by letter or number, thus
making an additional saving of \ime required
to match shades. ANl the good points here
suggested are found in THE SHERWIN-WiL-
L1aMS PAINT, which is prepared with the great-

“est of care, under the immediate supervision of

educated, practical painters and first-class me-
chanics.

The advantage of- this paint over other ready-
for-use paints is the same as that which any
paint made only of the very best materials
properly united possesses over those made of—

well, anything cheap, #at will pass. The dif-

ference in the quality of THE SHERWIN-WIL-
L1ams PAINT as compared with cheaper paints
is found in its application, great conering pomwer
and durability. It spreads out under the brush
as any well-mixed lead and zinc does, not re
quiring to be *‘flowed on,” as is directed by
the wanufacturers of cheap mixed paints, It
is decidedly the paint for painters, and it is to

them we most freely commend it on its merits -

alone,

Economy is one of the avenues to wealth,
and the fact should not be overlooked that the
best is often the cheapest. This was never
more clearly illustrated than in the use of
paint. While it is extremely important that
careful attention be given to color effect in the
application of paint, the most important pur-
pose it is designed to serve is the preservation

10 q

of the material to which it is applied, 7. ¢,
quantity required to properly cover the sur-
face and the length of time it will endure
The paint that fills these requirements best is
the best paint. We assert and are prepared to
show that TRE SHERWIN-WiLLIAMS PAINT, by
reason of its excellent quality and the correct
proportions of materials of which it is com-
posed, and the improved methods of prepar-
ing it, is better than others in this respect.

To illustrate: Two small houses of equal size
are to be painted two coats each, the surface
measurement in each case being about 2,500
square feet. ‘The first house is painted with an
average quality of mixed paint, which is retailed
at $1.40 per gallon, the manufacturers claiming
that one gallon will cover 225 square feet two
coats. ‘This would take 13 1 9 gallons for the
house, which would cost $15.56. The labor
we will estimate at $25.00; total for the job,
$40.56. The building to be kept well pre-
served will require painting again within two
or three years, which makes the cost of keeping
the house protected with paint not less than
$13.52 per year. The second house is painted
with THE SHERWIN-WILLIAMS PaINT, One gal.
lon of which covers 300 square feet two coats.
For 2,500 square feet of surface it will take 835
gallons, which, at the retail price of $1.75 per
gallon, makes the stock cost $z4.58; the labor
the same as in the first house, $25.00; total,

I
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lead paint has becoms rough and chalks off
when rubbed, think the lead was adulterated,
and so blame painter, dealer or manufacturer,
‘neither of whom should be blamed, unless it be
the painter, who should be well enough in-
formed on the chemistry of paints to explain
these points. Some may ask: Why has car-
bonate of lead been 30 generally considered
the first choice of paint? Why? Simply Le.
cause it has good covering properties in the
way of oparity, and lead which is thoroughly
corroded by the strict old Dutch process, mixed
with good oil and applied to a good, hard sur-
face, not spongy or soft wood, is a good paint;
not nearly as good, however, a8 THE SHERWIN-
WiLLIAMS PAINT, as has been shown. Preju-
dice, born of ignorance, permits paint mixed by
hand still to be used by otherwise very intelii-

gent and honest people.

14

e

S. W, P, WHITE.

It should be understood that paint used on

the outside of buildings is much more dura-
ble when made with as large a proportion of
linseed oil as it will carry than if made with
spirits turpentine, benzine, liquid dryers, ete,
The oil is not only the most important element
in a durable paint, but the glossy surface it
helps to produce improves the appearance and
keeps the pigment from being washed off when
dry; and when the surface becomes discolored
by smoke and dust, it is washed clean by a
good shower. Now, inasmuch as linseed oil in
its pure state is of a light yellow color, the paint
made with it is not as white as that mixed with
a colorless liquid, but it will be found whitc
enough for the purpose, and rapidly bleaches
after exposure. After having made the above
statement, it .is hardly necessary to caution
buyers in purchasing white paint for outside
use against very dark or very white paint,
cither of which is liable to be of inferior
quality.

For inside use, or where not exposed 10 the
weather, the paint is not injured by using in
thinning a large proportion of spirits turpen-
tine, but produces a chalky white, the Rat,
dead finish now so much preferred. Paint

15
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mixed in this way is not so heavy in body as
the oil paint, and therefore covers more square
feet of surface; but, being spread out thin, usu.
ally requires more coats than a heavy paint;
yet the work when done is much more satisfac-
tory, always appearing hard under the close in-
spection it necessarily receives. :

PAINTERS’ MEASUREMENTS.

We have, in addition to our own knowledge
of this subject, inquired of practical painters
accustomed to estimate on work concerning
their methods of calculation, and we have
failed to find any uniform scale or rule by
which to measure surfaces. Nearly all master
painters have a basis of calculation, but the ac.
curacy of their estimates depends so much upon
personal judgment as to the nature and extent
of yariations that their methods would be use-
less to persons of less accurate judgment, Be-
sides, the methods vary according to the nature
of the work and the training of the painter.
No two would measure in the same way, per-
haps, yet they might reach nearly the same re-
sults, Although it is true that very much de-
pends upon the painter’s judgment, we shall try
to give a few hints which will be found in some
cases entirely trustworthy, and in all helpful.

One way of measuring i3 to get the number
of square feet in the sides and ends-of a build-
ing as if they were flat surfaces, give a rough
guess as to'the dimensions of trimming, etc,,
and Jet it go at that. ‘This plan may work well
for a good guesser, but for general use it does
not prove very satisfactory. Another way on
wooden buildings is to measure the length and
17
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are panels with beads and other projecting and
receding features, brackets, etc., carefully meas-
ure one of each, count the number on the build-

ing and multiply by the dimensions of one, and.

the product will be the total dimensions. Open
brackets on cornices and scroll and lattice-work
on verandas should be measured solid, as the
edges fully make up for open spaces, The utter
lack of uniformity in house trimmings compels
more or Jess reliance upon the judgment of the
painter in measuring them, We can suggest
no rule for measuring which can be used with
satisfactory results in all cases. What would
be admirably suited to one building would be
wholly unadapted to another, simply because
the architectural features are unlike. Here
there is no alternative but to exercise judg-
ment in considering these important features,
In calculating the quantity of paint required
upon the basis of surface measurement, from
1234 10 40 per cent. should be allowed for
trimmings, etc., according to their size and
shape, For plain work from 15 to 20 per
cent. will be found a fair average. ‘This de-
pends, however, upon the number of windows,
style of frames, etc. We do not announce this
as 2 positive rule,
* On Queen Anne structures, which are painted
with two or three body colors, and are burdened
with numerous and claborate trimmings, caleu-
lation must be made of the portions of the
24

buildings to which the different body colors
are to be applied, either by divisions of total
measurement, or by separate measurements,
and the trimmings considered separately.

28
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QUANTITY REQUIRED.

As outside painting on buildings usually con-
sists of two coats over a previously painted sur-
face; or, il ou a surface never before painted;
preceded by a primary coat, it is customary to
estimate the quantity of paint required for two
coats. Surfaces are so variable in condition
that no rule can be given which will be found
applicable to all cases. An experienced prac-
tical painter can judge as to this.

Actual tests which have been made show that
one gallon of THE SHERWIN-WiLLIAMS PAINT
will cover with two coats 3oo square feet of
smooth surface in average condition. Many
who have purchased on this basis have had
paint left, because the surface was in excellent
condition and the paint applied by good work-
men.  Others, calculating on the same basis,
have been. disappointed and obliged ta buy
more, but found on investigs:'r 1 that the vari-
ation from the quantity pror .ed by the rule
was due to one or more of the following causes:

1. Mismeasurement. Under this head we cal)
attention 1o a very instructive article on the sub-
ject of ** Painters’ Measurements,” showing that
the actual surface of the sides of a frame house
covered with siding is 1214 to 183 per cent,
more than simple surface measurement,

28

2. Rough or Porous Surface. This way b
cither brick or wood; in the latter case infe
rior new lumber or old weather-beaten su
faces which the paint has long since cease
to properly protect. .
3. Improper Application, i. ., spreading it 0
too thick or *“flowing” it on, perhaps using
wide, flat brush, This way of spreading pair
is recommended by manufacturers of cheap «
alkali paints, but is not adapted to this nor ¢
any other properly made paint,
4 Temperature. Much more paint is used
a given surface in. cold weather than in wam
because it is r.ot so pliant and free working.
After having found the total number of squa:
feet of surface to be painted, add 10 per cer
for waste and paint that will unavoidably 1
taken up in beads, edges, cracks, etc., whe
it cannot be thoroughly brushed out. Divic
the total number of square feet by 300, ar
the result will give the number of gallons
Tre SHERWIN-WILLIANS PAINT to buy.
Attention is called to the fact that near
all other manufacturers of mixed paints a
obliged to give 2 rule for the covering capaci
of their paints, requiring from 15 to 25 p
cent, more than this, smply because Tt
Sherwin-Williams Paint is properly mac
and of pure materials, and therefore admi
of being rubbed out under the brus
like any pure lead, zinc and oil paint, n
29
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requiring to be *flowed on,’ as the man-
ufacturers of cheap pamnts direct their products
to be used.

COLORS BY COMBINATION.

For the convenience 'of dealers and to en-
able those who wish to use this paint in other
colors than those shown on sample sheets of
REGULAR COLORS, we suggest a simple method
for producing any tint, shade or color desired,
by mixing two or mare of the regular colors in
certain proportions. The number of possible
shades is unlimited, but those on this sheet are
a few of the most desirable colors for modern
house painting.

Buyers will please distinctly understand that
the combination colors are not made direct and
are never kept in stock and will not be furnished

* in the colors shown, but are to be produced by

the painter by mixing the regular colors in the

proportions given below ¢

No, 782, 3 gallons 368, 2 gallons 365 and 4
gallon 367.

No. 783, 734 gallons 365, 3 gallons 351 and ¥4
gallon Black.

No, 784, 6 gallons 368, 2}{ gallons, 360, and
3 gallon Black.

No. 785, 4}4 gallons 372, 2 gallons 370, and 1
gallon 357.

No. 786; §34 gallons 351, 3% galiom 372, and
3 gallon Black.

No, 787, 1 gallon 365 and 1 pallon 367.
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paint to peel off. If your door is kard wrod,

first fill the grain of the wood thoroughly with
the Sherwin-Williams Filler, and then finish in
oil or varnish as desired, (The scope of this
pamphlet will not admit of our going into de-
tails on this part of the subject, but any inform.
ation desired can be obtained from the pub-
lishers.)

S n ———

-

FLOOR PAINTING AND FINISHIN

A few ycars ago people thought the mos
portant part of an interior decoration was
part that cost the most money. For insta
they would buy a very costly carpet and 1
it the key to the entire decoration, whéreas
the most inferior part. Anything in tlie w
& floor covering will do, provided it is
enough. Color being the principal eleme
decoration, it stands to reason that the v
ceiling and woodwork ought to be comp
before purchasing anything in the way of
pets or furniture, unless there is a parti
suit of furniture that cannot be dispensed
then, of course, decorate walls to harm
with the furniture; but where the floor is
covered with a new carpet, never purch;
until the walls and ceiling are decided 1

Prior to the new era in domestic art, sa
fore 1876, it was only in the back kitche
cheapest cottages that fioors were painted
then it was usually done with yellow ¢
which, by the way, is as good as any
when there is no objection to the color,
nowadays, when carpets give place to rug
bare Roors, the appearance of the floor
important consideration. A paint to be »
on, and otherwise injured and often w:

. p
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Subscription, 81.00 per Year.
+ CLEVELAND, 0.

INSTRUCTOR AND ADVISER,
printed in Colors for Exterior and
Tntcrior,

THE Panter Co.

Leading Maga

‘Worth many times its cost to &)l who seek infor-

mation on the subject of decomtion.

Send for Sample Copy.

Gives Artistic Examples of Color Effects in Plates

CareruLly EpiTep AND COMVETENT AS AN
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