- ASBESTOS TEXTILE SALES DIVISION

PLAINTIFF’S EXHIBIT

RaybestosffManhattan

August 17, 1972

Mr. W. W. Cathriner, President
Coastal Supply Company

1107 East Freeway

Houston, Texas 77001

£0990 'NNOD '1HOJ3DaIEd 1S 370N soz B

Dear Mr. Cathriner:

Subject: Lint-Free Fabrics Available From Raybestos-Manhattan
Chapter 17 Occupational Safety & Health Admlnlstratlon
Department of Labor, Part 1910
Occupational Safety & Health Standards

In response to our customers concern relating to the above standard per-
taining to approaches to asbestos dust, Raybestos-Manhattan has intro-
duced a product line to aid in complying to the standards. The thrust
of the lint free program covers three main areas.

1. Any commercial fabric now being used by customers can be treated
with a light coating of acrylic resin. This treatment binds the fiber
and the yarn together and tremendously reduces dust and lint particles
in the air. The coating is available at a nominal price and can be
ordered by specifying "lint free" following the style number.

2. A new fabric called L-71-1133 is now available in Underwriters
Grade. This fabric is the result of new design and production technique
and will be sold lint free only. Its price represents a reduction when
compared to its nearest counterpart. The welghts per square yard are
2-1/4 pounds and 2-1/2 pounds.

3. Our revolutionary new wet process for making asbestos yarn has
enabled us to offer a line of smooth finished lint free fabrics called
NOVATEX. These remarkably new light weight fabrics are available in
8 ounce, 16 ounce, and 24 ounce constructions. The fabric is graded at
AAAA and will perform in environments up to 1000°F. The real surprise
is discovering that the NOVATEX process fabrics will sell in the general
price range of conventional Commercial Grade cloths. We feel that these
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Mr. W. W. Cathriner
Page 2
August 17, 1972

programs and products truly make our approach to OSHA's standards a
progressive and intelligent one. We are continuing our research to re-
duce, even more, the dust which is present in asbestos cloth. Of course,
I am available to consult with you or your customers to design new
fabrics for greater human safety in areas that we are not presently
dealing with,

If I can leave one thought with you, it is that we offer the most varied
and unique line of lint free fabrics available in the marketplace today.
We are pleased that Coastal Supply Company represents us in the Houston
area and confident that, jointly, we can offer our lint free products
successfully to your customers.

Very truly yours,

Lo sl D ol

Christopher D. Colson Ao

kgo
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New treatment for asbestos products
MEETS OSHA REGULATIONS
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(‘ON\'ENTIONAL ASBESTOS CLOTH ASBESTOS CLOTH WITH CLhAN GAR TRFATMENT

Developed to meet the Occupational Safety and Health Act, Porter Clean-Gard
process eliminates the need for labeling as a possible health hazard.
Clean-Gard total impregnation also increases abrasion resistance up to 50%.
Asbestos products with Clean-Gard provide a safe, clean product
for further fabrication in your plant, and are well within

. OSHA requirements for most of your end products.
Clean-Gard is the latest in a coinplete line of treatment and coatings
developed by Porter for cleaner asbestos products.
Write for full information and a sample of asbestos cloth with Clean-Gard to
Thermoid Division, H. K. Porter Company, Inc.,
Porter Building, Pittsburgh, Pa. 15219,

Thermoid. .. consistently dependable.
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) THE FACTS ABOUT
° ASDESTOS AND HEALTH
y Presented by )
W.P.,Rgines, Secretary of
The Asbestos Tnformatioa Asscciation/North America
At a Pross Driefing H:ld lMarch 2, 1971 .

in the Cverreas Pross Zlub, New York City
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In the past few years, many grrups, both public and private, have beea

clainin~ that asbestos is a threat not only to thone occupatioually expoucd to

»

. the dust, but also to the general public. These groups have included the

federal government, local and state goverrments, politicians, environmentalists

and concurmer protection advocates, som2 doctors, and quite naturally, the ncus-

paper, magazine and radio and television writers who report what these people

say. .
Let's take a brief look at what ezch of thesc groups is saying and doing

about asbestos. . |
At the federal lcvel,.many departments and agencies are studying asbestos-

related disease., The Institute of Occupational Safety and Health of the Depart-

ment &f Health, Education and Welfare is preparing a report recommending necw

- federal dust standards for asbestos processing plants and mines,

e,
o

4

Regarding the gencral public, a special committee of medical experts has

been sct up by the NatiénalhAcademy of Sciences under a grant from the Office

‘of Air Po}lutionVControl of the Environm2ntal Protection Agency. It will

draft recommendations for the control of asbestos dust emissions into the
ambient a2ir. Dr. George Wright, who-is,with*u§ nere this ﬁorning, is a member

. 3 . -

K

of that commigfce; ‘ ‘
| In additipn; a number of non-govarnmentél fcséarch institu;es and
organizaﬁions_ére studying various aspects of the asbestos—healfhbproblem
on grants from the federal governrment,
A rapidly growing number of citf and statc governments arc looking to
banyor impose strict regulations on the use of certain asbestos products, -

primarily asbestos-containing spray finsulations used in high-rise bujlding
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construction, Nast of you are prohally wcll avare that finv Yorlk City and
~Philadelphia are considering proposals to ban the usc of asbc§tos in this
application,

On the political front, certain politicians, especially those in cities
and states where sprayed asbestos is under investigat{on, have launched attacts
An_gsbestos. Many have been expressions of genuine concern for the public
welfare, but other§ have been little ficre than attempts to cash in on the
current interest in the cnvironmeﬁt. |

Additional adverse publicity has been generated b; environﬁentalists
and consurer protection adveocates such as Barry'Commoner, Rene Dubos and Ralph
Néder, vho éreqpently include asbestos in their list of allegéd public health
hazards. Nader's recent utterance abeout the use of asbestos as a filler in
cigars and cigarecttes is a prime example. I might meantion in regard to Nader's
clatims that t; the best of our knowledge Egkasbestog is used in the manufacture
of cigars or cigaréttcs. ‘

Considerable publicity has been generated by doctors investigating
various types of asbestos-related disease, Their comments agd speeches have

often been exaggerated or quoted out of context, and their opinions or theories

reported as absolute fact. 1In other-instances, these doctors themselves have

,

spoken out without knowing the full facts of a2 particular situation, or have
exaggerated the size of the problem in order to attract more attention.

The net result of 211 this publicity has been to foster a scries of
very erroncous and vcry.damaging impressions in the public mind -- that, for

cxanple --

DPMC-00715
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. Asbertes 18 a major air pollutant

general public

.« Asbestos causes lung cancer and other dlsease among the'

. Once asbcstos gets into the lungs all of it remains forever

« A little bit of asbestos can kill you T

. That asbestos is more hzzardous than cigarette smoking

until it is proven safe

. Because asbestos cannot be c01*r011cd it should be banned

o Substitutes for asbcstos should be used whenever possible

. The industry is doing nothing azbout

the problem

This situation is most unfortunate with regard to asbestos and health,

for the truth is.that the known facts about

support these erroneous impressions.
What are the known facts?
Simply stated, they are:

. Asbcstos is bacically an occupctiocna

-~

I

asbestos-related discase do not

al hcalth hazard

« The effects of asbestos are both doce 2nd time related. That
is ... asbestos-related disease can develop only after the
inhalation of large amounts of asbestos-dust over a long period

of time, And....

« There is presently no evidence of hozard to the general public
from cxposure to the minute amounts of asbestos that may be

present in corrnunity air

These are the knoun medical facts. As you can sce, they contradict

thg*impressiohé being given to the general public. let us take a closer look
23

at each of these impressions and see how the:r

facts,

relate in detail to the known
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Asbestos is a major air pollutant. This erroncous statement is based

amounts of asbestos fiber in

»

:priﬁafily on reports of the finding of small
;he luﬁgs of city dwellers at autopsy. Somé of the asbestos ébpnd has been

“fo the form of coated fibers, commonly called "asbestos bodiqs" of "“ferruginous )
““bodies." Some has been in the form of tiny fibrils, éicces of asbestos so small

" that they can be seen only with an electron microscope. I should point out

before proceeding that the asbcétos found in the lungs of these people had

absolutely nothing to do with the cause of death or with any known history'

of pulmonary disability. The lung tissucs studied were seclected at random

and all of the people had died from other causes.

It had been assumed until recently that the main source of this asbestos

-

in the lungs of urban dwcllers was from construction activity, including asbestos

spraying and demolition, and from the wear of brake linings, which, as .you savw _.
v - . - . - 'l'" -

in the movie, also contain asbestos,

The idea that these are the.gglx or eveﬁ'the Erimhrx sources of asbestos
in the comswnity air is now being scriously called into qucs;ion. '

fﬁc theory regarding brake linings, f;r example, was answvered a féw
years ago through a study b, Jerewiah Lynch of the U.S. Public Health Service,

which showed that only a very small fraction of the asbestos in brake linings

is relecased in its original form when brakes are applied. The rest of the

.

asbestos is converted into fosterite -- an inert material -- by the heat of

friction.

Despite this evidence, many doctors, writers, politicians and others

still point to brake lining wear as a substantial source of asbestos con--

1

tamination in the ambient air.

Preliminary .results of investigations of dated polazr ice have shoun

that snmall quantities of asbestns from natural sources may have existed in

41L00-0p4q

- e nde_ perhaps millions of years., Chrysotile asbestos,
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the most commonly used variety of the material, is found in small quantitics

in almost all serpentine rock, Serpentine is one of the most common types
of rock found in North America. Most of the states in the Union and most

provinces in Canada -- especially those on the east and west:coasts of both
! - .

-'COuntries -~ contain deposits of this type of rock. Over millions of yecars,
the naturél forces of weather and erosion could havé rclcased the ashestos
fibrils conéaincd_in outcroppings of this rock and perm;tted them to become
airborne. This.phenomenxxwoﬁld éiplain vhy background levels of asbestos

are to be found even in the most rural areas, as well as in our large cities.

What is Eignificantlhcre is that man probably evolved into his present form
in an atmosphere containing some “asbestos. Thercfore he obviously can

.tolerate small quantities of the material in the air which he breathes,

. 4 . . . . y
Commercial and industrial talc is another source of asbestos,

Tremolite, a form of asbestos, occurs naturally in nearly ali télp.uscd in .

\.

this.éouﬁ;ry. The percentage of,;feﬁolitc in‘iqdustrial talc ranges as high'

'
- - - 0

as 30 percent, Since more than 800,000 tons of talc are used in this country

g

each year, it must be considered a prime source .of the. asbestos fibrils 'in
our air. - A R

Zs

e

et
. N ]

This is not to say that the only sources of skbestos in'community air

are from naturai erosion or from talc. Thcre is no doubt that some ashestos
is released inté the air at improperly controlicd.spray sites and in the
construction and demolition of Saildihgs;~y .
.Now that we have cstablished some of the motc-likcly'éourccﬁ of asbestos
{ih the com%hnity air, the question must arise -- howAmuch asbestos is there in

. conmunity air and of vhat consequence is {t?

e | . ... - -7 . DPMC-00718
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Studies to find answers to these questions are still going on.

-

™ However, first reports indicate that the level of asbestos existing in

the borough of Manhattan in llew York City -- probably the most heavily

polluted of all American urban centers -- is at a level of about one nanogran

“per cubic foot, and can be measured only under an electron microscope. A
nanogram, as you know, is one-billionth of 2 gram. Translating this to the

levels recormended by the American Conference of Govermmental and Industrial

-

Hygienists for occdgational exposurc, we find that a worker employed at a

2

recommendad safe level of 5 fibers per cubic centimeter of air thas an exposurc

at least 30,000 to 100,000 times highe; than that of the average New Yorker.
Putting it in even more graphic terms, a New Yorker throughout a lifetime of

: ’ {
70 ycars would be exposed to an amount of asbestos no greater than that to |

which an cmployce in an asbestos mine or plant would be exposed in.
4 +

. ]
two-and-a-half working days at the ACGIH recomrended safe level of 5 fibers

|

per cc, T . . s

vhich brings us to the second major erroncous impression concerning

asbestos:

That ashestos causes lung cancer aud other discase among the general

public. 7This crroncous jmpression has arisen because some doctors, writers

.and others have translated the occupéticnal hazard to the general public
witﬁout ;ongidcring the vast differences in the amount of exposurc‘bctuccn
;fhc two gfoubs. The fact is that there is no evidence, scientific or other-
wise, tﬁat anyonc in the general public has cver contracted any discase from
_éxépéure'to the minute émounts_of asbostos that exist in‘thc'co:munity air.

-In years past, there may hzave been scu2 potential hazard to people living in

‘the vicinity of asbestos nincs, mills and manufacturing plaats. However, as

DPMC-00719
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technolopy uai devaloped for the control ol asbestos dusts in industry and

* the prevention of its escape into the cormunity air, these potential hazards

>

.t

disappeﬁred.
) The next efr9ncous impression is that once asbcétos gcﬁs into the
- lungs all of it remains forcver. This statement has.bécn'voiccd so often
'and in so man& piaccs that it is difficult to traéc its origin, ﬁowcvcr,
‘;—likc-thc other impréssion; ve are looking at, it too is false. The vast
. majority of the asbéstos fiberé inhaled into the lung are far too large-to
“be retained. Thé lung's ovn cleansing mechanism quickly removcs~the bulk
of the respirable sized fibcrs.A .
The statement that a little bit of asbestos c;n kill foﬁ is another
erroncous impfession thatvhas noAbasis in fact; ;Epidemiological studics
of occupational groups in England, in»this couﬁtfy and in Canada indicate
—--- --that agbéétos-rclated discasé wiil not chclop at lov or moderate levels of .
éxposurc. A higher than normal incidence of discésc vas found only among
--~long—térm eﬁﬁloyecs exposed to high{conécntfa?ions of dusﬁ.in their work,
As.was mentioned bcfore; even generéilj accégtablq low.occﬁpatio;al levels
of exp05u£c areztcns of thousands of fimc%rhighcf than{thaf t§ tvhich the

general public is exposed, and these low occupational levels have thus far

"produced ‘no disease. ' . . f_

.

The statement that asbestos is more hazardous than cigarette smoking
" had its origin in the misinterpretation of a comment made a year or so ago
by Cuyler Hamﬁond of the American Cénce; Society. At an orientation scssion
on eancer held for science vriters in Anaville, Pennsylvania, Harmond said
that "the use of asbestos would scom to be more serious than simoking...because
'ci§nrctrcs are not essential, but it tould be extremely difffcult to build

"“hkyscfapersj’or power plants, or any one of a2 number of different types of' DPMC-00720
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In shdrt, Hammond said that we can do Qithout cigarcttes, but that
-~ “gsbcstos is an escsential product and we should therefore be more concerned
about finding methods t; control its h#zards. As you can ch:'what Hezumond
- actually said is considerably different than the statement, so often

.

' attributed to him; that asbestos is rore hazardous than cigarette smolting.
I should point out, however, that cigarctte smoking has been strongly
i i&dzcated in at least onc study as significantly %ncrcasing éhc lung cancer
A‘hazafd among asbestos insulation workers. There was, iﬁ fact, only ong casc
of lung cancer amogg the asbestos workers in this study who dih not smoke
cigarettes, ‘ - i ; '.;, .
The moét important parttof the crroncous imp;CSSiOA that because

asbestos cannot be controlled it should be banned until provcé §éfe; is the
- first phrasc...that asbestos cannot be controlled. Tﬂis stétsmcﬁt-is not
‘trﬁé}{-56phisticated and efficient control techniques and equfpment are in
‘uée in asbcstps,miﬁés, miils-and plants thfoughout the world.’ They have
proven theiv worth in reducing <-'Jc<_:up;1t'i01mi :Just levels to gex;;:rally
 éCé0ptcd safg limit;.' So far é;'tﬂc gcncrélsﬁuﬁlic is ééncéfnca,.fﬂe
iqduétry haé spopsorcd or conducted studie; to idéntify.pdteqtiﬁiisourées
"ﬁ‘of‘asbeétos dust in comaunity ;ir, and has supported aﬁd.coopefated in

'

successful efforts to reduce or eliminate the nuisance of even small

: amogntsigf dqéﬁ beibg allowed té escapé from these sources into the air
that the gcnéra{ public breathes. - ’

' As wvas pointed out carlier, asgésfos-related disease has not becn

. found amohg the general publicl‘and epicdemiological §tudiés of occupational

groups indicate that ambient air levels are infinitely smaller than those

known to be acceptable for industrial werkers,

DPMC-00721
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In short, asbestos concentrations in both tha workplace and in

-

cormunity air can and, in most cases, are being satisfactorily controlled,

: ) ]
‘and there is therefore no reason to ban the use of any asbestos-conteining

product, From a public health standpoint, such bans are completely

unnecessary and would serve only as a meaningless gesture.
,

Regarding the statcment that cubstitutes for asbestos should be used
whenever possible, the information alrcady presented shows that this is not

.necessavy. "It would in-fact be unuise to substitute unproven materials...the

-

possible health effects of which are unknoin...for a product that has demonstrated
its uscfulness to society over the past centuty, Froq a technical standpoint,
the fact is that for'many essential, life savihg usés,such as brake linings,
asbestos fs indispensable -- the only material that can do the- job.

Anyone vho has worked closely in‘thc asbestos-hecalth area over the

years knows that there is no foundation to the claim that the industry is

K3

doing nothing about the problem,

The. fact of the matter is that the. industry -- starting in the late

1920's -- sponsored some of the first studies of asbestos-related discase

' o

ever undertaten in this country.  The informatfon gained from these studies
became the basis for early dust control programs throughout the industry.

Over the years as better equipment beceme available and as more was learned
about health problems related to asbastos, these control programs were

. 4 . .
improved and expanded. 7Today, the incdustry has invested tens of millions

¢
s

of dollars in cquipment and techniques to prevent the iphalation of asbestos
dust by workers in the mining and milling of asbestos and in the manufacture

of asbestos-containing products.,

DPMC-00722
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Some yvepresentative types of equipient for the protection of enployees

P

include:
"+ Hoods for the removal of dust from the employces' work area.

. Enclosed asbestos fiber bag opening stations in which loose
fibers are svept into ducts by air eurrents as a bag is opened.

. Various types of bag housc dust collection systems to remove
asbestos fiber from the air circulating inside the plant and
also to prevent it from esczping into the outside atmosphere,

There arc-manygadditional types of eguipﬁéﬂt and techniques used to
protect employees and the phbiic, and these are constantly being refined

-

.

and improved,

- On the research side, the industry- sponsors br'éooperates ian a wide
‘variety of projects designed to fdentify asbestos health risks wherever they

may oceur, and to dcvclop\mcthods for. their control.

. . SN ’ . - . ) P
'~ The Quebece Asbestos Mining Association, through .its support of. the
Institute of:Oécupétiéﬁhl and Enyiponmcntal Health‘iq Montreal, is-sponsoring

SN : u . - v

.+ six rescaveh projects. e

et e
v

15""~They‘are: .epidemiological studies.of"the Cénadian‘gcneral population;

- studics of asbestos manufacturing workers. in two plants in New Orleans; . -

. studies of asbestos miners and insulation workers in Italy; studies of

ig‘gnphoﬁhy}lite'asbgﬁtos in Finland; studies of experimentally induced gran-
P qlomés'in'aninais.énd studies.of the cellular basis of the biological effect

&

qf1€§bestés.,,Thc most important of thesc are the epidemiological study of

v e

*" the Canadian gépcral popﬁlation.and the New Orleans study, Both of these

.~ research projects promise to provide us with material on the incidence of

agbe§§o§~rc1at¢d discase among long-term employees and among people living

R

-

gf;'innfhe_?icinity of asbestos processing plants and mines,

R

.
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Thesc six studiecs are reprecentat ve of research vork beinp sponsarve:d
or cooperated in by independent companier in the asbestos industry in North

- America. Projects also include the Insulation IndusL}y Hygicne Reccarch

Program, the asbestos industry study beinrg conducted by the U,S, Public

- .
“Health Service, an epidcmiological study of retired Johns-Manville employces,

a 6Cudy of the relationship between fiber dimencion and the ability to
produce pulmonary tissue response in cxpcrimcntal animals, the biological
'éffccts of modified inorganic fibrous micro-particles, and a fibrBus dust
study being undertaken at the Incdustrial Health Foundation of Arerica in
Pittsburgh to investigate the ways in vhich the'major varieties of asbestos
producé occupational discase.

Itfshould be clear from the industyy sponsorship of these studics
and frop the environmental control prograns going on in asbestos mines and
plants throughout this country and in Canada that the impression that the
industry is doing nothing about the asbeStos—hcalth problem i; unfounded,

Now, let me summarizclwhat~ye have shown to be the facts about
esbestos and health, as contrasted to the er;oﬁeous impressions wc‘lookéd
at earlier;

1, Minute quantities of asbestos dust do exist in the ambient air,

but asbestos can by no mcans be considered a major air pollutant.

2. There iérno evidence, scientific or otherwise, that anyone in the
genofal public has ever contracted any diseasé from exposure to
these minute z:.ounts of zsbestos dust.

3. Only a tiny fraction ol jntaled asbestoc remains {n the Tungs,

sbestos-related discase can develop only after exposure to large

i quantities of asbestos dust over a perjed of many years.

) DPMC~-00724
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-ftﬁ materlal on this 1nportant suchct

-

5. The notion that asbestos is morc hazardous than cigarette

-

smoking is merely a misrepresentation of a statement that

6. Potentially hazardous uses of asbestos can and are being

>

controlled, and there is therefore no reason to ban the usc

of any asbestos-containing product,

7. There is no good reason from a public health standpoint to

substitute materials with unknown health effects for asbgstos,

8. The asbestos industry is deeply involved in efforts to identify

and control asbestos-health hazards wherever they may be lound,

These are the facts as we know them. As you sce, they-completely

contradict the erroncous impressions discussad previously.

to the questien....

Vhich brings us

.

Vhy was the Asbestos Information Association formed, and vhat do we

e

dhopc’to_accomplish? Gencrally Spcaking, we plannto cormunicate the facts
-about aebcstos and health to: doctors, p011t1c1ans and othcrs vho have been

ﬁmklng unfoundnd statemnnts about the problen. Secondly,'wo.hopc to bc able

to serve as an 1nforﬂat10nhl resource that tne nedla can turn to for factual

’

Additional information on the make-up of the Association and the names

'*;of'mpsé peqplé*who will be available to assist you are contained in the folder

PSR

*. distributed to you vhen you came in this morning. The Association will opcrate

“ouﬁ‘of the Né@ York offices of Hill and Ynowlton, Inc., our public relations

" counsel,

+ I hope this brief surmary of the achectos-health problém has been of

[

“rare working on storjes in this area.

L intexrest to you, and that you will be con 1tacting us in the future Lﬁon you
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