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Director of the ‘

Buresu of Standards,
Washington, D. C.

Subject: Correspondence with William Martien
& Company.

Sir:

The receipt i1s ascknowledged of your
letter of May 7, 1923, transmitting letter of
William Eartien & Company, Baltimore, Md., re-
questing information regarding the composition
of paint used for the exterior of the White
House, and in accordanse with youwr request there
is transmitted herewith a copy of the reply of
this office thereto.

Yory truly yours,

Lieut. €ol., Corps of Engineers,

Jve/pd
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Ogtice of
PUBLIC BUILDINGS ANXD GROURDS

EEW HAVY BUILDING
18th & B Sts. N.¥W.

Washington, D.C.

411.6WeHe=3 May 9, 1923,

R A e
William Martien & Co.,
206 Candler Building,
Bal timore, Md. :

Subject: Paint for plastered surface of White House.
Gentlemen:

Your letter of May 3, 1923, addressed to the
Bureau of Standards bas been referred to this office,
and in reply I have to inform you that the pmint which
is used for the exterior of the White House is com-
posed of white lead, French zinc and linseed oil in the
following proportions: vwhite lead, 70%; white French
zinc, 30%; with 1inseed 0il used as a thinnmer.

¥Yory truly yours,

G. 0. Sherrill,
Lieut. Col., Corps of Engineeors.

Jvc/Dp
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