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8 August I960

Robert ¿y.  Kehoe, M.D. "
Department of Preventive Medicine & Industrial Health  
The Kettering Laboratory
University of Cincinnati College of Medicine  
Cincinnati 19, Ohio

D ear D r . Kehoe:

Thank you for your letter of 3 August 1960 appraising the article,'  
"Outbreak of Lead Poisoning Caused by Tetraethyl Lead," by Captain  
Serlang, which had been submitted for publication in the U. S. Armed  
Forces Medical Journal.

On ¡behalf of the editors, I wish to express my appreciation for  
your assistance in reviewing this manuscript.

Sincerely,

, /> - .. f}

MAY ¿HERMAN, M.D 
Associate Editor
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M ay Sherm an , M .D , • -
E d ito r ia l O ff ice
United S ta tes A rm ed  F o r c e s  M ed ica l Journal 
230d E  S tree t, N ,W . -
W ashington 2 5 , D . C.

D ear  D octor  Sherm an: •

I r eg r e t  that I have b een  so  long in  gettin g  to the exam ination  of 
Captain Sch lang 's paper on T etraeth y l L ead P o ison ing . U nfortunately, 
the T h ir teen th  In ternational C on g ress on Industr ia l H ealth in New York  
carnè on the h e e ls  o f m y  retu rn  from  a  m iss io n  abroad , and th ere  has 

, been) no t im e  un til now to look th e  paper o v e r .

T h is paper m ay  w e ll b e  pub lished , I b e l ie v e , in  o rder  to acquain t 
o th ers w ith the s ig n if ica n ce  o f the exp osu re  to leaded  g a so lin e  which 
gave the r esu lts  d escr ib ed  in  th is  paper. It should be m od if ied , h ow ever , 
In m y  op in ion , to do ju s t  th is . A s a rep o r t o f c a ses  it is  sa t is fa c to ry 
and p se fu l. A s a d isc u ss io n  o f the p rob lem  or  s e r ies  of p rob lem s 
a sso c ia te d  w ith the g en era l d is tr ib u tion  and u se  o f g a so lin e  contain ing 
te tra e th y l lead , i t  le a v es  v e r y  m uch to  be d e s ir e d . M oreover , the 
handling o f the d iagn ost ic  a sp e c ts  o f te traeth y l lead  poison ing is  not 
c le a r  b eca u se  the au thor co n fu ses a num ber o f the fa c ts  and is s u e s  of 
th esb  c a s e s  w ith th ose a sso c ia te d  with p o ison ing  induced by the inorgan ic 
com pounds o f lead . He in it ia te s  th is a t the ou tse t by h is  t i t le  which 
shou ld  be "An Outbreak o f T etraeth y l Lead P o ison in g. " T here a re  
c e r ta in  th ings in com m on in the two se ts  o f con d it ion s, but the im portant 
poin t is  r ea lly  that te traeth y l lead  po ison ing d if fe rs  s ig n if ica n t ly  from  
in o rgan ic  lead  po ison ing a t a lm o s t  ev ery  im portan t point* b eca u se  o f the 
natu re o f the d istr ibu tion  and u lt im a te  fa te  o f te tra e th y l lead  in  the body. 
Captain Schlang e ith e r  d oes not know th is , o r  he does not r e a l iz e  i t s 
im p or tan ce in  d iagn osi s , p rogn osis and th erap y .

I needi not go in to the d e ta ils  a t th is  po in t, but ra ther  i l lu s t r a te  m y  
po in ts by sp e c if ic  exam p les:

1. D r . Schlang should not have a ttem pted  to d isc u ss the h azards 
a sso c ia te d  w ith the u se  of te tra e th y l lead (page 1) w ithout sep ara ting 
them  (Completely from  occupationa l lead  poisoning in  g en era l. It is  true 
that the te trae th y l lead  in d u stry  has con tro lled  the exp osu re  to th is 
com pound, but th e im p lica tion  that exposu re to lead in  industry  g en era lly
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h een  co n tro l led , i s  v e r y  fa r  fro m  being  tr u e , L ead p o ison in g  is 
I til© m o st frequen t p is ease. in  A m er ica n  in d u stry . .

* ' ■ /' . ' ■
The gen era l d is c u ss io n  o f te tra e th y l lead  po ison in g h as b een  done

;tter e lse w h e r e . C aptain  Sch lang shou ld  d e sc r ib e  h as own c a s e s ,
h ich  do not c o v e r  the en t ir e  f ie ld , and le t  i t  go at th a t, in s tea d  of
s sum ing to  c o v e r  the su b jec t,

3. The d is c u s s io n  o f the d ia g n o s is  i s  not sa t is fa c to r y , e sp e c ia l ly  on 
/ page 11, in  w h ich  m any ir r e le v a n t  s ta tem en ts  a r e  m ad e. The e f fe c t 

o f ib is  d is c u ss io n  i s  con fu sin g , and v ir tu a l ly  a l l  o f  page 11 shou ld  be 
j  d e le ted . S in ce  the le v e l  o f lead  con cen tra t ion  in  the b lood  d oes not 

in c r e a s e  in  any  r e la t io n  to  th e a b so rp tion  o f te trae th y l lead  (as i t  d oes 
so  n ic e ly  in  a s so c ia t io n  w ith  th e ab so rp tion  o f in organ ic  lea d ), the 
sta tem en ts  about the lea d  in  th e b lood  a r e  con fu sing .

/ '
l i k e w is e  th e s ta tem en ts  about !*stipp ling,, w h ich  ne v e r  o c cu rs  in 
r esp o n se  to th e  a b so rp tion  o f te t r a e th y l le a d , a s  we ll a s  m uch o f the 
rem a in d er  o f th e  d isc u ss io n  on  page 12 d oes not contr ibu te to  c la r i ty .  
A ga in  C aptain  Schlang d oes not r e a l iz e  th e  d if fe rence  b e tw een  te tra e th y l 
lead  p o ison in g  and in o rgan ic  lead  p o ison in g , fr o m  the p h y s io lo g ic  and 
d ia g n o st ic  v iew p o in ts.

So m uch  fo r  m j y  c r i t ic is m , a t th is  tim e* X rep ea t that th is a r t ic l e 
shou ld  b e  p u b lished  a f te r  i t  has b een  l im ite d  to the s im p le  function  of 
c a se  reporting*.

I t r u s t  that x x iy  c r i t ic is m s  w il l  not se e m  to  be unduly h a rsh . I do not 
m ean  th em  tp be so . C aptain  Sch lang is  to be con gratu la ted  on h is 
e ffo r t  to  p u b lic ize  th is  s itu a t io n . It is  on ly  in evita b le  that he would fa i l 
to v is u a l iz e  th is  en t ir e  p rob lem  which has b een  under exam in a tion  fo r 
th ir ty  odd Wears w ithout b e in g  fu lly  rep o r ted . He shou ld  not a ttem p t the
im p o ss ib le , but shou ld  s im p ly  rep o r t h is  o b se rv a t ion s .

/

S in ce r e ly  y o u rs .

R ob er t A , X ehoe, M .D .

RAK e f /
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Dr. May Sherman . ,
U- S* Armed Forces Medical Journal  
£300 e  Street, K-W. .
Washington 25, D.C.

Bear Doctor Sherman*

/Your request for criticism of Captain  
Benry A. Schlang1!s arti.. ¡c of Lead

’ by Dr, Robert A.  
om the country.

*4* fcsiicm. v ....  ttention when
he returns on July 14th.

Very truly yours,

"W'i
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UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES MEDICAL JOURNAL
2300 E STREET, N, W. • WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

29 June 1960

Depar  
an 
subrai  
Jour

Robert A. Kehoe, M.Dw
Department of Preventive Medicine & Industrial Health  
The Kettering Laboratory
University of Cincinnati College of Medicine  
Cincinnati 19, Ohio

Dear Dr. Kehoe:

Because of your contributions to the medical services of the  
tment of Defense and your special knowledge in the field involv ed,  
praisal of the suitability of the following article which has been  
tted for possible publication in the U.S. Armed Forces Medical  

lial will be appreciated:

"Outbreak of Lead Poisoning Caused by Tetraethyl Lead" by Captain  
Henry A. Schlang. ■

that  
unsu  
visib:  
the
of the

Your frank criticism is invited to include reasons why you ic onsider
the article is suitable for publication after routine editing, is  

itable in whole or in part, or might be acceptable after proper re­
in. It would be of particular interest to know your opiniorj as to  
ignificance and timeliness of the subject and the technical accurac y  

article.

Please do not fold, edit, or make marginal notes on the manuscript,  
Your name will not be used in any correspondence with the author. A  
self-addressed envelope, requiring no postage, is enclosed for your  
convenience.

Thank you for your continued interest in our publication.

2 Ends
1. Manuscript
2. Return Envelope

/ h
■ j

Sincerely,

THE EDITORS
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