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Attached is the press query sheet 1 filled out after the
interview with the Post-Dispatch reporter, Jo Mannies.
Incidentally, she works in the Washington, D.C., news bureau.

What 1 actually said was that NIOSH approached us iIn the late
"70s with a request to inspect the work and medical records
of employees at our WGK and Nitro plants who may have been
exposed to dioxin during the time we made 2,4,5-T and Agent
Orange. I explained that we made "T" at Nitro from about -
1948 to 1969 and from about 1963 to 1969 we shipped "T" from
Nitro to WGK where 1t was blended in a 50-50 mixture with
2,4-D (made at WGK) to create Agent Orange.

I did not say we have not made anything that could have
generated any of the dioxin isomers since 1969. I was
talking only about the NIOSH registry and its focus on
employees who may have been exposed at WGK during the period

.we made Agent Orange.

The reporter and 1 did not discuss anything else. She didn"t
ask me about any other product or process or time frame.

The Globe-Democrat, in today®"s edition, also had a story on
this subject in which 1 am misquoted twice where comments

attributed to me state i1n effect that the plants (WGK and
Nitro) still generate dioxin.
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Will you confirm my notes that you told me in February that you found

TCDD at 22 to 37 ppb in the OCP and that this information was passed
to the EPA?

On February 9 our chemists reported finding TCDD at a .037 ppm average
level in the product reserve sample. We informed the EPA of this
that evening and contacted the cleanup contractor the next morning.

A Mr. Wickland of the Kansas City EPA office says you never notified
their office that the isomer was TCDD? What do you say?

We called the EPA On-Scene Coordinator, Mr. Harry Gilmer. I believe he
was in the Tfield, probably at the Mayor®s office or fire department or
wherever the EPA communications center was in Sturgeon. I suggest you
contact Harry Gilmer to confirm chat. In addition, we supplied two
samples of OCR from the reserve sample and delivered these to the
Lambert St. Louils airport on February 10. These samples were picked

up by the EPA and flown off for analysis.

This is an incredible story. Senator Eagleton recently asked the
Kansas City office which of the dioxin isomers the cleanup workers
got in their blood and the EPA says they"re not sure even now. Yet
you told them in February that it was the 2,3,7,8 tctrachloro dioxin
isomer. They“"ve kept it a secret: all this time.
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A. That"s not incongruous to me. We reported a very miniscule amount 1in
the product sample, just .037 ppm on average. That"s a very small
amount. Now, let"s say your arm got soaked in the 0OCP, which would
burn you badly. Then, someone asks how much of the dioxin impurities
got absorbed through the skin and is in the blood. The amount actually

in the blood would be astronomically low. I doubt whether there is
anyone who can say absolutely which, if any, of the dioxins was found
in the cleanup workers blood. There are 75 different isomers of

dioxin and they are difficult to identify iIn very small quantities.

(Later called the Kansas City EPA to inform them of this slant.)

Source of Answer: Notes Handled by: R. C. Isham



