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Re: Asbestos-qum Talc

R PO
Mzny of our customers are inquiring as to our talcs. They are
interssted in knowing if our talcs are true talcs and are not .
contaminated with tremolite, a form of asbestos. Attached is -

a form letter cutlining our positicn and how such ‘inquiries
should be handled. ,

There are twe scparate types of inquiries received: onz from the
Occupational Safety And Healtﬁ Aidministration (OSHA) pertaining
e Federal Regulstions, Volume 37, No. 110, which became law on
July 7, 1972, and which concerns the allowable amounts of ashestcs
dast in the air of 2 manufacturing .plant., The other inguiry is as
a result cf the Fed2ral Drug Administration's proposed rsgulations
regarding asbestos-form talc,  Attached you will find copies of
torh the OSHA law and the FDA proposal.

Please be aware that under th% proposal of the FDA, there azren't
eny test methods suggested for dstérmining if talc contains
2sbestos-form. In addition, it is not stated what asbestos-farm
is. For exampie, a lint of pulp fiber from a bag can, if looked

a2t through a micrcscope, be classified as fibrous in nature in hav-
ing just one particle present, Under the proposed regulations, the
product would be classified as asbestos-form. We have written to
"the FDA suggesting that they identify asbestos-form mineralogically
as the OSHA Regulation does, and also that they suggest a form of
identification by X-Ray Diffraction techniques. We also suggestoed
linits be stated: example, 995 fibér-free.

Our form letter states what asbestos is; how we measure and what
our experimental limitations are. X-Ray Diffraction techniques can
detect tremolite at the 1% leVvel. This is the limitation of the
equipment and what we are saying is that our products are at least
S9% fiber free. This is not to say that some of our products are

not 150% fiber free but we know of no commercial method of determ-
ining this accurateiy and quickly. :
!
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