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lMammum Tolerable Limit
.'Of PCB Recommended

. ‘" According to the Council, the
recommendation s based on
#» official investigation Andings,
Agurings and assumptions, and
various official American re-
ference date, !
The Japanese people's aver-
age dully PCB intake has deen
figured at 72.4 micrograms by
relating the average of PCB
content in food samples the
icouncil sxamined and the mex-
Imum  powsible PCD  Intake

through the fiscal 1968 nation-
al  nutrition  survey ﬁndma-
A predominant 0.4 per cent of

(c -

72 s
six major inshore or (nland
fishing grounds are contaminat.
43 well over 3 ppm, he added.

Other crltics considered the .,
Tecommendstion far from ad- ,
equate because of its neglect
of the past PCB accumuisations
in the bodies of Japanese.

Admitt H

the 72.4 has Dbeen
sssumed 10 come from fish
and shelifish,

American resesrch data con-
cerning  the semi-acute and
chronic toxicity and 4} genetic
effects of PCB so far discover-
od through experiments on
mlu showed that, in human
, 3 micrograms per oac

kllozrum of body wugm, that
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For an averasge IJapanese,

that )imit could be observed it
his daily PCB Intake through
fish and sheilfish, the major
items in the Japanese meals,
is held down at 180 micro-
grams. In that case, the mox-

fish and shelifish dally consum:
od should be 1.41 ppm.

The 141 ppm figure has
been out down to } ppm and
the two different stendards
have been set for offahora and
inshore fish and shellfish be-
cause the offshore fAsh ‘snd
sholifish  usunlly eaten by the
Japanese are three um. the
inghore types.

The councll has deferred its
decision on such provisional
standards  applicable to preg-
nant women and infanis due
to shortage of restarch data.
1t alvo the need for set-
ting simllar standards for meals
and vegetables.

Both the Council

and the

cleimed the standards could
bring good results f properly
applisd  through new surveii-
lance, guidence and consulation
measures o ba worked out in
sbout a month.

Dut the provisional recom.
commendation and Its back-
grounds have Invited an In-
stent surge of criticisms and
complaints from numerous ob-
servers.

A typieal criticism was voic-
ed by Dr. K. Fujiwara, chief
researcher at the Kyoto Muni-
cipal Public Health Institute he
considerad the 3 ppm limit set
for inshore fish as too high,
It nm»ld have been set

pius many derive-
uve moduum. he asserted.

He also wondered how ef-
fectively the Ministry expects
the Inadequately-equipped lo-
cal health authorities 10 do the
PCB analyzing fobs." " :

Fish and shelifish inJapan's

fmum: tolerable PCB content in}

Health and  Weifare Minlstry |

local heaith nulhorhleu un-l)|I~ !
cal capscities, even an environ-
mental officisl of the Ministry
said a)) what each Japanese '

¢an do o defend himselt
against PCB contaminaiion I»
to prefer offahore fish to coantal
ones a8 far as he can,

NITI To Build Yest Plant
For P(B Treatment
To protect the humen body
from environmentsl pollution
under. & measure for security
guesrantes of chemical products,
the Ministry of Internationsl
Trade and Industry hes decld.
e 1o bulld & pilot plant t0 |
rocover and incinessts ebcciric
appllances such as transformers |
and condensers, and pressure
sensitive papers containing PCB i
i
i

(poiychiorinated biphenyl) in co-
operation with The Japan
Electric Manufacturers’ Associe-
tion.

The pilot plant will be con.
structed 81 the Environmental
Pollution  Resources Research
Laboratory, for completion this
Seplember.

MITI, moreover, pians estabi
ishment of a semi-governmentsl
new company to carry out re- |
covery and treatmant of sub- |

i
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stances containing PCB, and
study of treatment '
within this year, . > . ..
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