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No Chemical, Cancer Link Foiind

A prelimlnory study by Monsanto
* Chemlcal Co. hus folled to show & link
between certuin Industrlol ehemicals
- and ahigher than averago cancer rats
. such ay that found recently among
. workers st the Mubil Ol Co. refinery
In Paulsboro.
M I8 the sole i
of the chemicals, known s
..polyelilorinated biphenyls (PCBs),
{ which uro used malnly in electrical
{nsulation.

+ Ina report released last week, Mobll
sald it found seven cancer cases
o av?&nl 92 employes ‘at the Paulsboro
* nflnery,
R v —

The workers were exposed 1o PCBs
durlng an elght year perlod (hat ended
l;ncév 7 when Mobll stopped using

5.

That cancer rate Is above the
national average and Includes thres
coten of malignant melanoma, a fairly
care form ol skin cancor and two cases
of puncreatic cancer.

ut Monsanto nutes it hos fuund no
cases of either disense amony gnore
thun 300 current and former employes
who have been Involved in the
manufacture of PCBs dating back to

"l'n my opinlon, u\.e lact that we

have found no cases of either of these
cancers casts sirong doubt thet the
findings of the Mobll study were In
fact related to PCB," asid Dr. Oeofqo
Roush, director of Monuanto's
medical and environmental health
degunmenu.
'CBa are made at the ny's
s:lnl In Snuget, TU1., just south of East
. Louls. PCBs were never produced
8t Monsanto's Bridgeport hrhm.
Monsanto did find a highsr-than-
average rale of lung cancer amon,
employes exposed to PCBs but Rous|
varned the statistics are still too
vagu® to druw any conclusions,

Based on the Mobll Inform2tion, the
National Insthute of Occupationul
Safety and Hoalth in Rockville, Md.,

- has asked rezearchers in the U.8. and

abroad 1o sosrch for further links
botweea PCB3 and eancer. It hug alsg
bogun 13 own two-yesr study of New
York state workers who have been
cxrmd to PCBs,

in Januory, Monsanto anrouneed Iy
will cease production of PCBS becuuye
of environmenial concerns as soon ay
ks customers can convert to other
fubstances. /
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