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SCHOOL OF PUBLIC H EALTH

D e pa r t m e n t o f  In d u s t r ia l H yg ie n e

55 Shattuc\  Street 

‘Boston 15, ^ Massachusetts

January  2 ,  1947

D r. R obert A. Kehoe ■
K e t te r in g  L abo ra to ry  of A pp l ied  P hys io logy  
.U n iv e rs i ty  of C in c in n a t i
C o l lege of Medicinei. ,
Eden Avenue ■  ,
C in c in n a t i ,  Ohio

Dear Bob* ,

Answering your l e t t e r  abou t p o s s ib le  le a d  p o iso n in g from  c u t t i n g  up 
s h ip s ,  I  am send ing  your l e t t e r  t o  Mr. Edward J .  T racy , Di re c to r  of S h ip ­
y a rd  Labor R e la t i o n s ,  U. S . M arit ime Commission, W ashington, D. C. and he 
p robab ly  w i l l  w r i te  you d i r e c t .  I  am to o  much out of a l l  t h i s  now t o  be of 
much h e lp .  I  remember th e  exper im en ts we d id  h e re  a t  my la b  in  c u t t i n g  up 
s t e e l  p l a te s  w ith  s ta n d a rd  ty p e  of le a d  p a in t in g  on them . R e su l ts  showed t h a t  
ex t rem e ly  h igh  le a d  c o n c e n t ra t io n s  were p o s s ib le  i n th e  a i r  b rea th ed  by men 
m an ip u la t in g  o x y -ace ty len e  t o r c h e s .  There i s  no doubt a t  a l l  t h a t  p roceedures 
which would be used today 'w ou ld  be a lo t .  more l i k e l y  t o cause le a d  p o iso n in g  
th a n  th o se  used  a f t e r  th e  l a s t  war i n  d ism a n t l in g  ba t t l e s h i p s .

L ike you, I  remember v i v i d l y  tr ie u n fo r tu n a te  s e r i es  of le ad  po ison ing  
cases  found in  v a r io u s  Navy y a rd s .  Modern p r a c t i c e  i n  yielding and c u t t i n g  i s  
a l o t  f a s t e r  th a n  t h a t  used  tw e n ty - f i v e  y ea rs  ago . I  b e l ie v e  t h a t  th e  s h ip ­
yard  do ing  most of t h i s  work i n  t h e  E as t i s  p ro b ab ly  Bethlehem S te e l  Company, 
Sparrows P o in t ,  M ary land. Th is may be th e  same sh ipy a rd  t h a t  you v i s i t e d  
w ith  me d u r in g  th e  w ar. I t  i s  run  by th e  same ex e c ut iv e s  and th e  m edical 
s t a f f  i s  under D r. F loyd S h a f f e r .  'You w i l l  remember, I  know, our f a i l u r e  t o  
ge t any r e a l  he lp  from Mr. Jack W i l l i s ,  th e n  and now in  charge of th e  
Bethlehem y a rd .  ,

S '  ’ j r s 9

PD f? P h i l i p  D r inker

ccs Mr. E. J .  T racy
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