- . ASBESTOS INFORNATION COMMITTZE _
c"grlu'y of first yoar'ﬁ worg —— Cemert i

- i to 30th april 1968

tion of /fsbestos

Vo Information Committees

The .Asbestos Information Committee was formed in
april 1967. Its mecbers sre Turner & Newrll Ltd., Cape
Asbestos Co. Ltd., B.B.A, Group Ltd., end Centrrl :‘sbestos
Co. Ltd., It retcins Rill & Knowlton Internationnl as its
public relations consultesnts ond operztes officially from
the !#{11l & Xnowlton offices in 10 Vordour Streat,

London, VW.l.

2. Structure

The dotau of 4#.X.C. work is ph.nnoc' by the
following lub-comittocs:

Press Relntions angd .-.dvortisinc
Literature

Linison with ssbestos Fibre : , .
Importers Comnuittee _ =
Architecture end Duilding. : ' :
rPeriiementary

Conference : o
Films . - -

3. ss Roletions

SRS first ot a series of conastructive mezsures tnkcn
by the Asbestos Information Cosmittee was a press ° -
conference on 19th May 1967 at whick the incdustry's
concern over health and its st record were fully
explained, it the sams time it was amnounced that the
use of blue fibre was being volunterily restricted, that .
gibre was being imported in dust-proof packs (end blue
palletised), taat £100,000 wes errmarked for the /sbestosis
Research Council over the next 3 yotrs, that Codes of
Practice for additional user industries were being

" propared and that four asdbestos companies had get up ths
asbestos Inforuntion Committes to keep the pubdlic

- properly informed on matters concerning asbestos and hoalth.

“Por the first time, ae a result, npress coverage prosontod
~the llho.too 1nduntry in a ttvournblo light. - - )

The co-uttoo lpomorod a oupph-ont in The ‘umo on’
S X"=agbestos on 23th Noveaber 1967, which covered the :

- positive bonefits conferred on industry and the pubuo by
the use ot nlbostol-bana produetu. end incluced an
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5.

6.

. t
iﬂhugu-undoratood the intent of a D.E.S. circular on asbestos

?oloviaion

nouboro of Parliauont
_——w

Civil SQrvico

. Sth January regarding tho Disposal of Asbostos Yaste,

- building applications.

1lplrt1‘1;lrt1°10 on tho heml+h question by The Times!
md Lu- wrnopoudont .

lulloadtnc trticlo. 1n medicel, technical and local
Journnls bave been clallerged by letters to editors. The
Committee sponsored & useful special number in the
mageazine "Insulation” on the subject -of asbestos, proparod
an article for publication by the iAsbestos Fibre

Inporters'! Comnmittee in the P.L.A. newspeper "The Port®
..and an article in the Safety Officers' jJowrnal "Protection".
" The Committee have esppointcd a retained medical Journalist o
for a probationary periocd of three months, o

Leaders of the industry and its medical advisers
have baen given professional instruction in case it
proves necessary for an industry spolkorman to aipear o.:
a tolovioion Programnae.

The Committee met oightoou Meubcrs of Parltnnont
at the House of Commons on 30th January 1958. A copy
of the menorandun produced at the time for #.P.s is
attached. The A.I.C. panel explained the asbesios
indus:ry's achiovements and policy on asbestos and health -
and answverad quesiions, The panel received a f.vourablc
recepiinn and were impreossed by the responsibdla and o
informed approach of the M.P.s who attended, Several N
M.P.s have visited the factories of member compenies
and been shown the industry's practical safety mesoures.

It apvoa;a that tvo intordopartnentnl noetings have
now talian place on ashostos and health, the Miniotries
represented bteing Labour, Health, Housing and Local
Government and Board of Trade. Ve have hearsay ovidence
that the oivil servants presont expressed balanced views, o
though wo atill understand that the Factory Inspectorate are
proposing to circéulate a list of substitutes for asbestos. .
The Ministry of Hcusing and Local Government circulated
various bodies and companies in the asbestos industry on

Repragentativos of the A.I.C., A.R.C. and the Asbestos
Association will in due course bo invitod to a meeting .
at the Ninistry to discuss the contonts of a quostionnaire
and the sample of the industry to whom it should bc gent.
The Dopartment of Bducatlon and Science were persuadod

to write to looal authority architdcts who appoar to have

and llcalth as calling for substitutos for asbestos for
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A paper on tho pnat, prosont and future
usage of blue fibre was prepared for the T.U.C.
‘The A.J.C. will be making personal contact with LR
various interested Union officials during 1968, s 2Ty

" Universities

A misleading memorandum circulated by Leeds 1
- Universaity to the Building Officers of Univeraities o ]
was challengod by tho Comnittoe, which succoeded 3
in securing the circularisation of the original T
addressess with the industry's rebuttal of the
nemorandum,

British Standards Institution T F

Tho Comnittee have askad reprusvesianiivens of
seumber companies who sit on Cormittoes of xthe
British Standards Institution to rasist the
incorporation in British Standards of prominent
wvarnings on the dangers .of inhaling asbestos dust,

10.  VYorld Health O:=ganisation

Dr, Holmes, Secrotary of the A.,R.C., viaited

. Copeahesgon at the beginning of January and met
D, Aage Srut, Director of tho Lenish Departmant
of Cucupational Health, and Mr. Homann Pedersen
of the Elsinore Shipyard, who had ciroulatod a
memorandun damaging to asbestos to the Associciion
of Danish Shipbuilderc. HMr. Pedersen has
subsaquently circulatcd an addendum to his original
roport, recommending \a) alternatives to nabostoo.

" whore possibisa, for irsulation, and (b) a framing
systen for asbustos-based bulkheads which oliminates
tho nocosoity for .crowing and drilling.

Tho A.X.C. have vritton to tho Board of Trado
drawving thoir attontion to the danmage which may be
oaused to the British asbestos industry's exports
- by irresponsible statoments from offiocials of tho
VWorld Hsalth Crganisation.

'.nggstouor! s

The Committoe has attempted by porsonal approachos
% ¢0 encourage various largo usors of asbostos noterials
- to concontrate on effoctivo control moasures rathor
than the substitution of alternative materials to
asbostos. It hoped to arrango a conference of
_ dntornational etanding of key health policy maKors 4n
1ar¢er organi.ations in Fobruary 1959,
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Advertising
Becauze of a grevwing balief that 4t {s unaafe to

ocoupy bulldings in the structuro of which asbestos-
based materials havo beon enployod, roassuring
advertisenents wero ingsertod in architoctural,
bailding, hospital and educational journals, and in

" the journal "Protection” in thoe form of a Statoment
by the Asbostos Industry.. Copies aro attached., A
positive advertising campaign on tho indisponsability
of asbestos in selectod national modia is at prosent
being considored.

Literature

. . The Comnittee pnbliohod a panphlet in May 1967
entitled "Asbostos and your Hoalth® for issuo to dockers
at ports faced with labour troubles over the handling
of asbestos cargoos. Good use has boen mado of this

pamphlet.

It has subsequently publishod a booklet,
principally intondyd as a source book for companies!
own booklets on the health problom, and for the
guidance of representatives, entitled “"Asbestos -
Safety and Cont:ol”, and a confidential loaflot for
guidance of tho 1nduatry'. sales reopresentatives
‘entitled "Putting the Case for Asbestos®™. Copies of
all three publications are attached. -

) At the samo time the /lsbastosis Rosearch Council
has in addition to tho edisting Codo of Practice on
Thermal Insulation, produced new Codos of Practice
covering tho Building and Shipbuilding Industrios,

is drafting a nev Codo on tho Disposal of Asbestoe
Vaste and cooporated in the drafting of a now Code
on tho Handling of Asbostos in the Dockn.

1~ . ! 11“.

' ';: Asointanc. was given to the Contral Ottice of
Infornation with a filn on asbestos for ovorseas
showing. A proposod troatmont for a 20-25 ninute

16 == colour film on asbestos and its uscos is at
pro.ont being con.idorod by the COnnitteo.

SEgakor- P-nol

‘-%‘? Tho A I.C. 1. building up a pnnol of opoakora

on asbostos who will be g€iven proper training and
briofing on hoalth matters. A prosontation was ¢
successfully given to an audience of Yorkshiro plant
oncinoor- tu Loodo ‘by an A.1I.C. panol on 13th March.

.

A briofing and discussion conference for tho
publicity officors of mombor companies and their
subsidiaries was hold in Soptombor 1967, to which somo.
‘of tho constructive idoas ntnco ndoptod by the A.I,.C.
ean bo uttrlbutod.
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’ _ The Hill & Ihovxtou offtcos have dealt with
375 telephoned and 39§ written enquiries on
" ashestos, :: .

18, - Ltninon vtth othar bodies

: The A.I,.C. haa uniutninod close liaison with
the Asbestosis Research Council and the Asbestos
Fibre Importers Committes.

YPH/SK .
15.5.1968. .
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