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Recommended Code of Practice for the

Handling and Disposal of Asbesios Waste Matcrials

Introduction

When the new Asbestos Regulations come into force in May 1970, the piolection of
workers from tndustrial disease which might arise from the inhalation of asbestos
dust will become a statutory obligntion wherever asbesios maierals are used in suckh
a way as o give rise to the emission of dust dangerous to the health of employees, [t
15 also tinportant that the general pudlc should not inadzertently be exposed lo rusk,
such as might mase through the indiscriminate or wicontrolled dumping of asbestos
waste materials,

The Asbestosts Research Counctl has given carcful consideration lo the problems of
the collection of waste asbestos matenial in accordance with the requivements of the
new fegulations, and its disposal e such a maner that it wll not constibute g 195k
t6 ife health of the general public,

This Code of Fracice has veen drewn vp as & resutly and is recommended w the
belisf that it will assist those concerned with salrofying both of these requarements.

1 Types of Asbestos

Generally speaking, asbestos waste falls into the following categories:
(1) Tine dust,

(2) Loose fibre, swarf, sinall ofl-cuts, floor sweepings, etc.

(3) VWaste material from fiking or stripping of insulating materials
containing asbestos.

(4) Offcuts, broken picces and reject inaterial from friable
materials,

(5) Offcuts, broken picces and reject material from high density
products such as asbestos cement, moulded plasiic materials,

-~ e - . €tc.

{(6) LEmpty sacks or bags swhich have eoutained loose asbestos fibre
or mixuures contuining Inose asbestos filie.

“UH ST

X



PART I

2 Collection of Wasie

2.1 Fire dust

Fine dust is normally produced by sinding or machiing operatons
ardl the dust s collected Dy fised exaction systems, The arr iy
iltered and the dust collected T hoppees whieh we nonmally fitted
wilh bageing-off ouilens. These ontlets should he designed 1o muke
hag chanzing easy and dust beabage rmumal, \ el design 15 2
headed circular ouder ftted with a steong ciecular-secuon rubher
ring. A bag is fitted to the outlet and the tmg rolled down to secure
the neck of the bag. No damper is wed, thus chmimaling one of the
most comnion sourees of ledage. Polvetliylene hagy of adequate
wrengthF for yood Landfing are recommended so that the dust level
can he seen and the hay changed belore it is over-{ifled.

When filled, the baos should he sealed so as to prevent the escape of

dust during subscquent handhng, Pulyethylene sachs shouhl be
twisted nighily, folded over and the neck secured 1 the folded
position by wire tie, achesive tape or other equally eflective methad,
Paper sacks should be [lded over twice and stapled along the folded
cdie.

Approved resprrators and suivtbie protective clothing must be worn
when changing bags on & dust eollecor,

In some cases, the dust 18 removed by wet eollectors. The resultant
sluery is dealt with s detaed 19,1 Tebow,

2.2 Loose fidre, swarf, small offents, floor swaepings, ete,

Loose fibre i often handled by fxed extraction systems and filter
units in the same way as fine dust, T i, however, more wual for
swarl 1o accwmulate around and under machine and on {hovs,
Cleaning aownd machines and the collection of swart should be
carried ont in accordance with the requivements of Part TIT of the
Ashestos Regulations 190,

Where vacuma cleauers ae used they should be fittec with disposable
paper hags rather than fabric dust bags which would requure
emptying, Information and recommendations concerning machines
confoeming t these requirements cant be provided on request, Loose
 material collected by other mneans should be placed in impermeable
bags and sealed, as m 2.1,

%200 guuge folyethyline, dinble-sialed of buttam, has becn Jound sufisfachry.

23 Waste materials from fiving or stripping of insuiating,

seaterials containing ashesws

Waste material o A or steippung peralivs can be comsemently
collected or polyethylene sheeing which as subscipuently folded 10
form a sealed container, Where sueht materfal has been allowed 1
ll on flooss, it should be thoroughly damped helore sweeping up
and the damped material shonkd be placed m imperncable hags ot
other dispasable receptacks and sealed, s in 2.1,

2.4 Offcuts, broken peices aud rejeets of frizble miatersal

The variety of shapes and sizcy of offeuts, rejeets, i encountered 1n
dillerent Pactoies call for collection and disposa] methods designed
o stit individual simations. Wherever posible piovision should be
made in the design of machines for the automaic removal of oflouts,
we, and thew colleeton in disposable ecepiacles which can be
removed and scaled s deseribed n 2.1.

When automaiic removal and collection is inpracticable, suitable
receptacles must he provided. Attention should be given 1o the
lollowing requirements:

(1) Receptacles muwt be capable of being chised 50 a8 to prevent
Lhe escape of dust.

(b 17, during use, dust arises from the outh of the 1wceptacle
a dust extraction hood should be provided to preveat the
uncontrolied escape of dust into the work place.

(¢) The supply of receptacles should Le sufficient tu prevent
over-hlling and 1o be conveniently avallable 1o the werk
place.

\

() Regular reaoval of foll receptacles and replaccnneat by
emply ones should be arranged,

|

Offeuts and rejecis may sometimes needd w e hioken down 10 2
more convenient size for coliection, Wherever possible this should be
done: mechanically with adequately ventihed equipment, When
(s s not powible, Tacthuch should be dueised to teduce the creation
of dust as fav as possible (for example, by weing), the work should
be performed in an arca from which whestos dust caunot cxcape to
other working arcas, and employees engazed in the work must be
issucd with approved respiratons and protective clothing,



%5 Offcuts, broken pieces and rejecis from hiok density malerials PARTYH .~
stch as asbestos cemunt, motkly! plastic waterials, cle.,
Wasle material of this knd does 1ot nonnally give it the
emnssion of dangerons dust and in sueh cases noed not be placed in
special receptacles, Where such matorial iy kept separate from other
ashestos waste it may be stored in a sulable area to agait nansport
and disposal as cetaled in seetion  of this codl,

his part of the eadle, whiclt deals with the fina! disposal of ashwstos
waste, s heen agreed with the Goveroment Departments having oeneral
responsibilitics for environmental Lealth in Lngland, Wales, Seoland
aid Northern Irelard, Copies of the code have been sent to ail loca!
aathorities,

2.0 Enipty sachs or bags '

Disposal of Waste—Tipying Practice
Secks or bags which hiave contained ‘nose asbesos fihre, ot mistures 3V oPEg

ncluding loose ashestos hbie, should be deposited in 2 suitable 30 Ashestos waste, whether Joose or T sealed hags or other sealed
reeeptacle fee 2.4 above) imediately afier being emplied. Tor receptacles, shou'd he disposed of in sueh a way that no dust is
. X ' . i o P L P S,
disposal the sacks or bags should he bandled, under » dust extraction ! emilted o the air g wansport or i the act o lpping or

hood, and then sealed in an impermeable bag s in 2.1 above, subscquently, Where the waste is derived from bl ashestos, the
receptacles containing i should be clearly marhed o show s,

Wasie which is adequatcly contained in impermeabe hags or other
suitably sealed receptacles coes not require special transport,

Special containers can be ohtained which, when filled, are removed
by specially fitied road vehicles direct 1o a disposal tip. Whatever
type of cantainer is used stens shonld be taken to prevent emission of
dust from containers when in use,

Wet waste should he wansported 1o the disposal wren in shuclge
tankers or similar vehicls. Afer we, all vehicks and containes
should be cleared of loose fbre or dust, by vacuum cleaning or other
dustless method.

E=)

32 I the event of accidental spiffage (for example as the result of 2 108d
accident) during transport to the tpping site, the action to be taken
will depend on the type of waste involved! and the extent of the
spillage. Where the amount of spilled matesial is small, the waste
should be re-colleeted into it original receplacle and reloaded by the

vehicle diiver without delay,

\ In the event of substantial spillge, it may he necessary to scek

] assistance and evrtain procantions will need 16 be taken, Shoukd the

matetial be dusty, it shoull be contained as qui My as povibic Dy

"\ coveringgonweltingeon horh, e splled inatesial shondd e emoved s

(uickly s posible, salety precantions Leine olwerved according to
the natwre of dhe waste, wnd anly thowe pevsons directly concerned
with the wemoval permitied in the watking area, The bocal anthority
(public health inspector’s office) shold be promplly notified of the
occunience and of the medsus taken for eCovery.

L ]



Written fstrucnans on the action tu be taken 1 tlie event o aeci-
Jental sprllage should be Jssned to hivers of vehieles wsed for canying
ashestos waste,

2.9 The waste should b depesited 2t 2 ipping site, whewg, as s woumal
for the contralled tpoing of solid waste, there is vehisula acees 1o
the tipping Face so that thie waste can he deposited at the face Tl
To aveid the vk of veceptacls hreaking avd dust dispersal, velacles
e for tramgonng e waste should Fave alow discliange puint o
relation to the mound,

2.4 Whenever practicable the waete shoukd T dposted at the foot of
the tipy face itsell s0 s to mininsiee the need fo finther ditubance o!
the wasteas the ip is funed, aid so s 1o ficiiate coverage with other
soitable dre veate 1 sueh is ebo tipped 7soe 9 5 helow). Where this is
ol practiaable, and the waste fis o be depsited over the 1ip e,
thal and any subseauent fixther movement of the wasts i formavon
of s tip should he doue with eare to avoid spillage oo receptacles.
The depth of the ip Lace should not exceed six et

9.5 All waste deposiied shoubd be covered with at least g ins of consolie
dated eartl or other suttable watertal capable of forming a scab t
prevent silsequent infexference and dispersal of dust, Wheee obier
ry wasies are disposed of at the same site, those wastes may el
iclude matesials which can be used to provide the vequired eover.
Covering shoakd be done promptly (immediaiely i the case of waste
derived from Llue asheatos) and no waste should e left uncovered
at the end of @ working day,

2.6 The disposal of wet waste o dry waste tip is aceeptable, provided
that the quantitics are not ceeessive. Jushould be ementhered that,
euon st iy wet when tipped, 1t sill be covered so that dust
cannot exeape o the diied oul matdal Wheie theie is a luge
quanity of wet waste ot disposal ity hs necesary 1o matke special
arrangenients in consultation with the local authority.

Pavcentionat boeal eivenmstanees may wibke fuaceeptable © dispose of

st wasde at ey where e precatons iven i paasaphs
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g alove e ol apple abide. T cas the detatod an e
il for disposad shoub e agrced withthe apgmopriate Joeal nthiniry
e 5.5 below); those aenaugements s, of cotae, e stich as 1o
avoid the emision of dust it the aiv ding the aet of tipping and
subwoiquently, Special considerations which apply anly to the dispesal

of wasie from ligh density materinls such as ashestos cement are set o~

out in paragaph 5.8 which follows,

2.8 Whikt it iy weoepted that waste from hish density matcrals such as
whestos coment, moulded plistic mataials, cle, v not Rkely to
produce a dust hazard when upped, a hazard may arise subsequendy
il the waste is subjected o nounding by velicles prssing over it In
seacral, therelone, the methods of disposal desathed above siould
also he adopted for s type of wste, althongh e vequiresent for
chaily covering sy he s nsed it Novenlicles, the saste shoukd
wlvays be covered s soonay prachicable, Jligh cunsity waste of dis

s atal tnes theee s

knd way be disonod of also twet mls o lon
| } o

sullicient water w cover any waste depositud.

(Note: Disposal inio wer pits is NOT generally witable for other
forrns o ashustos waste, afthowsh exeeptional circumstaces
mioht make this methad acceptable-=see 4.7 above,)

4 Waste Disposal Contractors

4.1 Where a firm itsell disposes of ity ashestos waste, written tustructions
Based on this code of practics should be rsued 1o the stafl coneened.
IFa wante disposat contrctor is enployod, the velesant teems of this
code of practice should e incorporated in the contiact with the
disposal contiactor.

42 As all consractars do not have direet management of the Gps they we
fur disosal of wastes, it 3s inpostant that the fra's contsact showld
cover responsibulity of the contiactor fur cnsuatig that the recom-
mended procantions at the tp e observeds Addidoually, the firm
should canry out periodic checks o ensuce tiat the recommended
systeny of disposal is Deing followed,

5 Coatact with Local Authoritics

h Eacepl where the waste is collecied by w Toeal authority, all firms
pronlicdig ashestos wande shoubd notify e appropriate focal
aiitharity (e panagiaph 5. el of ther exiting wangemealy
for disposing o e waste, Notlieation shoutd e in wiiting and
showd state e Docation of the site o siies buing wsed, the type of
wastc being Lipped and the nme and addres of any waste disposal
contractor employed.
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The firm should arrange consulation with the appropriate local
authority whenever it is proposed to change any ananecments for
the disposal of waste. When new arrangemenls have bezn s ied the
firm should send a wntlen notification to the appropriate locul
authority a« in paragiaph 5.1 above.

Tn England {other than Greater London), in Wales and in Northern
Ircland the appropviate local authority in this matwer will be the
county borough council, borough coundil, urlan district council or
raral district council i whose arca the waste is disposed of. In
Greater London the appropiiate authority will be a Londen borough
council or the Comraen Council of the City of London. In Scotland
the appropriate authovity will be a town council or a county council.

(Note: A copy of any notification sent to & London horough council
should be sent to the Greater London Council since that
Councit is responsible for refuse disposal in London.;

September folds)

The Ashestosis Research Council

Secretary Lo the Counctl,

Fuvironmental Control Clommitice

Dr. S. tlolmes, Sccretary,
P.0. Box 40, 114 Park Street,

Rochdale, Lancashire.
Tel: 0700 47422

London WiY 4ADB,
Tel: (o1) 400 22
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