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IRA 1. BROUGHT & ASSOCIATES

CONSULTANTS
1138 EDISON BUILDING

TOLEDO 4,0HIO

May 9, 1957

Mz, Harolc Bosschenstein, President
Cwens -Corning Flberglas Corporation
National Bank Building

Toledo 4, Ohic

Lear hiy., Boecschenstein:

: Two serious blows have beea daalt by the Asbeatos
workere Union during the past scveral months te the Fiberglas
In tustry. The {irst blow was outlined in my lettar of April 25, 1957
which indicateC that & wage promium Bad been damanded by the
New York local §u their wage megotiation agenda., This, we were
successiul in having deleted. Ths second blow, and » mors alarm-
ing one, was dealt recently by the uaive during their Westera States
Conlerence hela in Oskland, California, which was atteadsd by
busincss agents from all over the westera portica of the United
Etat:-5. Ja the published minutes of thely meeting, which was
mailed tu each of the tweaty thousand members, fhe fellowing state-
ment was made:

“The problems of Asbestosis and Silicosis were dlscusped P
at large, stewnming from the repert of Local No. 16, fa

which it was revealed that eleves ambers passesd away

this year. A large sumber of the mea had definite symptems

of the alorementioned hazards of our trads. Most of the

locals in sttencance spoke om this vital subjset, Presidemt

Sichles speaking from an Interastionsl peint of view, said

the Interaational {o compiling facts and figures on this

Sastter,

President Sickles stated furthsr that the regulstion requir-
ing the companies to furnish safety equipment still holda,

The Navy Yarc employees explainad the safety precavtions
taken by the Navy Yards in ragard te this mnetter. Af this
times a metion was made, seconded an¢ passed that the
Eateruational continue to (avestigate the casses of Asbestoels
aad allied luag silments causel by fibrous matarials, and to
determine what measures sas be found to ¢ombat sad provent

these diseases. "
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The circulation of this statement (0 the wnion member-
ship will, mo doubi, cause an {ncreasing amount of slarm thremghout
the country as 10 the bealth hazard, Al of tkis, ia my opiaion,
emphasisres the need for the {mmediste application of recommenda-
‘fons made {n our report of Janvary 15, 1945. Is a "nut shell* the
Jecommeniations were that every branch sales effice should be ia
{ntimate and {requent contact with all business agents ia their sales
farritory. The relaticaship should be sufficiently close so that the
braach manszer or the {ndustrial salesmic would acquire fmmediate
kaowledge of unrest brewiag in the local whick might spread through-
out the United States. All business agents are sither sales assets
or sales Labilities. If the business agent is a friend of the industrial
salesmnan, he will inform him of pending troudle, = my opinien,
the jncustrial salesman wharever iocated should ¢onvey an attituce
of cooperative good will to all business agemis along with the health
progran., IM trouble or unrest is detacted, it should be promptly
reportea so that remedial oteps can he taken,

Ira 1, Browght
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cc: Mr, Winkle
Mr. Kessler
Mr. Wright
Jir. Burch
Mr. Williarcs
Mr. Crepps v~
Mr. Maher



