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A t la n t i c  R e fin in g  Company 
F i r s t  R a t io n a l Bank B u i ld in g  
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Be a r  Mr . Greenwoods

2 1 s t a d d r e sse d
Co r p o r a t io n  a t  
Mr . Sh a n k . Vie

Yo u r  l e t t e r  o f Sep tem ber  
t o  t h e  o f f i c e  o f t h e  E t h y l Ga s o lin e  
B a lt im o r e , was r e fe r r e d  t o  me th r ou gh  
have  been  fo l lo w in g  ca se 3  o f a l l  s o r t s

m s lch  co m p la in t s  h ave  b een  made 
w ith  le a d e d  g a s o l in e , and I  sh o u ld
i f
avi

would 
l i a b le  on
you fo r w a r d  t o  

you r  Mr ,

b e ca u s e  o f co n t a c t  
g r a t e fu l  t o  you

in fo r m a t io n  
” ” a t

w h ich  i i  
G r e e n v i l le .

Fo r  you r  in fo r m a t io n  X sh o u ld  
p o in t  o u t , p e r h a p s , t h a t  "b lo o d  p o is o n in g " fr om  an 
in ju r y  t o  th e  s k in  h as  no n e ce s s a r y  o r  p r o b a b le  r e la t io n  
s h ip  t o  co n t a c t  w it h  g a s o lin e  o f an y k in d , and c e r ta in ly  
h a s  no r e la t io n s h ip  t o  t h e  lo a d  co n t e n t  o f g a s o l in e. 
Ob v io u s ly  g a s o lin e  is  n o t  a good  m a t e r ia l t o  in t r o du ce  
in t o  a so r e  fo r  i t  b u r n s  and a ls o  d oes damage t o  the  
t is s u e  l o c a l l y . Any su ch  damage may be an e x c i t in g  
fa c t o r  in  an  in fe c t io n  and in  a  ca s e  on t h e  fo o t  w hich  
comes in  co n t a c t  w it h  s o i le d  c lo t h in g , a3 w e ll a s  du s t  
and d i r t  from  a  v a r ie t y  o f s o u r c e s , an in fe c t io n  may 
r e s u l t  fr om  an y t yp e  o f i n ju r y . In  t h is  in s t a n ce  the  
g a s o lin e  i s  n o t  t h e  ca u se  o f t h e  i n fe c t i o n , b u t  i3  
m e r e ly  a c o n t r ib u t o r y  and i r r i t a t i n g  fa c t o r , th e  in­
fe c t io n  b e in g b a c t e r io lo g ic a l  in  o r i g i n . I t  i s  a ls o 
t r u e , o f c o u r s e , t h a t  g a s o lin e  may b u r n  th e  s k in  
e s p e c ia l ly  when i t  I s  k e p t  in  co n t a c t  w ith  th e  s k in 
b y means o f a  c lo t h  o r  a r t i c l e  o f w e a r in g a p p a r e l wh ich  
i s  s a t u r a t e d . Under  th e se  c ir c u m s t a n c e s , b l i s t e r s  or  
in ju r y  p r od u ced  by t h e  g a s o l in e  may become in fe c t e d. 
Ob v io u s ly  t h e  g a s o lin e  h e r o  i s  a  c o n t r ib u t o r y  fa c t or  
t o  th e  in fe c t io n  s in c e  i t  p r od u ce s  th e  p r im a r y  i n jur y .
So fa r  as  le a d  a b s o r p t io n  i s  co n ce r n e d , t h e r e  n eed  be 
fe a r  o f t h is  s in c e  le a d  i s  a b so r b e d  b e t t e r  b y t h e  in t a c t  
a k in  th an  b y an  In ju r e d  s k in .
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Mr# J .  Br ooks Greenwood

I  r e p e a t  I  s h o u ^ U ^ ^ la d  t o  
h a ve  ai y fu r t h e r  In fo r m a t io n  ab ou t  Mr# and
i f  he  i s  s t i l l  i l l  and i f  t h e r e  i s  an y q u ^ fr W r W ffo ut  
t h e  n a t u r e  o f h is  i l l n e s s , I  s h o u ld  be  g la d  t o  com mun icate 
w it h  h is  p h y s ic ia n  i f  he i s  known t o  you*

Ve r y  t r u ly  y o u r s ,

R&K : i s Ro b e r t  À * SSeiioe, 'M.D.
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