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Mr. N. J. Andrcws
Director of Safety

233 N. Michigan Avecnue
Chicago, Illinois 60601
Dear Nick:

Tha

rope to heat rail when making joints.

s has reference to youv letler of-January 28, 1981 written
to Steering Committee members concerning the use of asbestos

Since early 1978, we have used coarse sawdust,building insu-

lation in bags (rock wool) and/or rolls of insulation

(fiberglass) which we saturate with fuel oil and place along
rail. These matcerials are used 1n place of asbestos to

SO ..

53 eliminate the problems associated with handling, burhing, or

breathing ashbestos.

Sinccrely,

// S T
//L" ",'V_;‘\‘_. Lo

‘LL_S, J\L‘
Dlreccor eLgonal Injury Prevention

C. w] Bailey
G. W. Gearhart
W. T. Mathers
G. P. Burns

W W. F. Wingate

cc: Messrs. M. Kaylor
' MacDonald
. Pilcher
Baldwin

R
J
S.
P. Barry .
C
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. Lindguist
. Mitchell
H. Sadler

P. L. Disinger
'G. S. Pollard
R. D. Shaver
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Februery 106G,

Hr. . J. Andrews, Director of Safcty
[T1inois Central Gulf Railroad

233 1. tichigan Avenuc

Chicago, 11linotrs 60601

Dear fiick:

has reference to your Jetier of January 28, 1981
‘s practice of wusing asbeslos repe as @ wick to

S
cancerning [CE
ex moking joints.

heat rail wh

In checking with our [nginceriag Depertment, they gave
me three photsgqraphs of a system we arc presently using which
consists of & lengths of pipe, 8' lony with a guick disconnect
coupler used n Lhe center of cvery twe ltenygths of pipe. Tor
heating a raii, we place 3 of these heaters each 10% 1n length
along the side of the rail. '

In photograph 3 you will sce lLhe pressure regulator and
the hoses. The hoses will reach from the center 106° picce out
to each section 156" away. We use approxamately 20 pounds of LP
gas pressurc with the pressure adjustwent being done at the
regulator on the gas tank.

The &' units it in the back of a pickup truck and can
be casily handled Lo any location where we have a pull-epart.

The only nroblem we have found with this system, to
date, vs that we lose pressure in the P tanks when we have
extramely cold weather; somciimes il is necessary to place the
tanks 1n g warm envivonment to gecnerate gos.

Singcrcly,

C“(‘/ /L (( (.4

C. W. Bailcey
Director of Safely

JLR/3Je
Attachment
cC: /\/\_l( Stecring Commillece
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S10 Woest Jack<on Doulovard
i;) Chicaga M 6G06G
Phonge 312 a8 3000

Febvaary L2th, 1981

Mr. N. J. Andrews

General Mjnager
Safety/Technical Trainiag
Illinois Cencral Gull RR.
Two lllinois. Center

233 N. Hichigan Ave.
Chicago, [1. 60601

Dear HMr. Audrews:
Reference 1s made -to your letter of Javwuary 28, 1981 coucerning asbestos

rope and-its use as a wick to heat rail when making jolnts. -

We are now testing a fiber glass filament rTope. Once the results of

the test avre finel will share same wilh you.

Very chly yours,

G. J. Bdrry v N

Dir. Rules & Safety

ccvé;AARvSteéring,COmmicCee
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February 17, 1981

Mr. N. J. Andrews

General Manager-Safety/Technical Training
Illinois Cecntral Gulf Railroad

Two Illinois Center

233 orth dichigan Avenue

Chicago, Illinois 6OGOl

Dear Kkick: .
This is in reference to your letter of January 28, 1981,
concerning mcthods uscd to bring rail ends together.

In normal maintenance and productlon procedures we use either ?
the Simplex ratchet (mechanical) rail puller/expander or the
Simplex 120-ton hydraulic rail puller/expander. However,

during winter months when faced with .pull-aparts, we do

utilize asbestos ropc. -

1hc asbestos -yooe usced by Conrail is not a pure material but

a compound of intenvoven fibers. It is loosely wrapped in
wire to aid in holding the rope together and prevent damage,
and, in turn, is kept in a secealed metal container. The rope

is soaked in fuel oil in this containcer and ncither the |
_ soaking nor ignition break down the rdpe or 1ts constituents
. and ‘asbestos fibers ‘are not released. -

Our procecdurcs require that the rvope be carried to the site

in the containcr.  1The rope is then removed Lrom the fuel oil
using a tool or by hand, suitably protlected with gauntlet
style gloves. Once in place, the cmployces ignite the rope

from the upwind side using cither a fusee or gasolinc
distributing can.

CONSOUIT AL D TN AP AITTYY
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Chicago, Lllinois 60601

Febrouary 18 1981

b

Mr. NLJL Androews - 1 :
Ceneval Manager = Safety/Technical Training
111inots Central Gul{ Roillroad e
'FNU/lllinoiSICenLqr" ' { .

233 North Michigan Avenue d

Dear Hicl:

This has reference to your letver of January 28
to the Assaciation of Amervican Railvoad's Steeving
CommitiLoee Members concerning use of asbestos rope o
heat rarl while making joints A

We have cheocked with onr Foginceving Department
and find that we do not use asbestos Lov wicking ma-
tersal Lo heat the yarl. Ve use cotton rope saturatoed
with fuel o1l which is dgnited to supply sufficient

heat to expand Lha rail in makiug the prescribed joints

Yours truly
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! Geddis " February 24, 1981 Gt L GC-798.15.C
P . Yoyre Uedos )
! Uradley .

M. NLJ. Axrows

Dircctor of Safety

I1limors Central Gull Railroad
233 North Hichigan Avenue
Chicago, Illirois 600601

Dear Nick,
This refers o your letter datesd Jamwavry 2¢, 1981, requesting
procalures followod relative to naking rail joints on break-

aparts.

CP Pail uses asbestos rope soaked in kerosezre when the space

is less than thvee inches.

A rail puller with 120-ton capacily is uscé in conjunction with

the asbeslos rope, where requived.

Yours {anuly,

Suparintendent, : i
" Accident Prevenlion

*.)5‘ AN R Galety Scction

Steering ComniLlee
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© - Tt T v G . SRNED
) o Jacksonville, Florlida February 25,-1981~ "*
) 8-
CMr. R. £. Frame .
Chlef Englneering Off{cer : ; = ': T 3

N - The offlcers of the AAR.Safety Steerlng Commlttee receatly-=i= -w'ot 0¥, o
“exchanged information on methods used to heat rall whlie making jolnts,
especlally the usc of asbestos rope for thls purpose.

For your information and revlew, attached is our f
letters recelved. Please return thls Information and we wil

.should It be necded again. . : o .

M. F. Wingate, Dircctor
Accident Reporting € Analysis

WFW/cmg

attachment




BURLINGTON NORTHERN -
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Hro w. J. Andrews .

Geneval ilanaper-Safetyv/Technical Training:
Illinois Central Gulfl Raillrocod

Two Illinois Center )

233 Horth Michipgan Avenue

Chicapo. IL = 60601

:

Dear ', Andrews:

reference yeour letlter of January 16, 1981 corcerning

ennlovees <uc to explosion or fire “uring weldinm or
Jocormolive fucl tanks.

infuries unstained Ly
cutiing onerntions on

We have had no incidenls repardimg this type operation in 1930 or any other
vear. '

Peference your letter of Jnnuary 26, 1901 concorning tihe usc of asbestos
repe as o wick te neet rail when.makine: Joints.

On the Springfield Rerion, we usce o machine called an ‘exporoder’. 1L uses
a 3's B enrine to drive a byérauvlic vwsp.  The pressure rulls the rails to-
rether so thal a stripped joint-con e repairad.

N

Tne use of rope and ©il to hezt the rail has been dincontinued.

Uincerely,

N a C
; SRy Ly

A A A A P

Go DL T'oddard

Director Gafecty and Pules

ce: AAR STRERING COMATYrLL Hiken




. _ Jacksonville, Florida  March 23, 1981
. n-1 :

Mr. R.OEL Frame
Chicf Engincering CQfficur

This roeloers Lo ﬁy letter of Fébruary 25, 1981 relative to nAR.

Steecring Cammittee information on methods uscd to healt rail while making
joints.

Attached are fwo uddlL\onn] letters.  Please yeoturn
formation and we w;lL retain it should it e nceded again.

in-
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F. Wingate,
Acc;d ent Reporting & Analysis

attachments
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