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- prather reviews of recemt research done primarily by gevermment
 agencies, umiversities and medical schools.

‘im encess of 20 years. This study found me ezxcess deaths
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June 7, 1982

Mr. Romald Clark
Bditerisl Page Bditer
§T. PAUL PIONBER PRESS
55 B. 4th Strest

8t. Paul, MN §5101

Dear Mr. Clark:

Your May 17 editorial en PCB chemicals wrongly assails
industry's motives im seeking a vreview of the latest health-
¢ffects information om PBCBs.

Contrary to your assertion that "those pushing for the

review are eager to vesume manufacturing and vsing PCBs,"
Monsanto Company, formerly the sole U.S. producer of PCBsg,

has ne intention or desire whatsoever to resume PCB production.

Once PCBs had been judged an environmental problem, Momsamto
took prompt and responsible action teoward them. Ia 1972,
the company voluntarily begea Ehagimg out the sale of PCBs
for certein uvses, and by 1977 had halted all PCB manufecture.
This occurred two years prior to the 1979 federal ban om

mnew production ef PCBs.

Your editorial alse states that imdustry studies of PCB
effects ”@mgh& to generate more skepticism than optimism.”
Setting eside the %ﬁﬁ@n% unfairness im implyiag that all
industry health-related research is suspect, you and your
readers should kmow that the studies you cited (dome by
contrectors for the Bdison Blectric Institute and the Cheaical
Manufacturers Association) ere mnot origimesl research but

mg this work, for exsmple, is & study performed hg the
fntiomal Imstitute for Occupatiomal Safety and Health invelving
Bore them 2,500 electrical equipment menufaecturimg workers,
more then half of whom were ezpesed to PCBs om the job

smong the workers mer amy imcrease in mortality duve teo
cancer, cardievascular disesse or meurclogical disorders.
53@éﬁ@f findings have omerged from other epidemiologic
gtudias. ,
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Monsanto feels that am open-minded reading of the complete
sclentiflic record om PCB heslth effects leads B reassomnable
porson te comclude that PCBs, while envirenmentally lomg-lived
end 2 poteatliasl scurce of temporary dermatitis, are mot

human csncer asgents nor are they associated with other
lomg-term serious hemlth effects. Im short, the “sign

of welcome relief” emn PCBs rejected by you is emtirely
justified im our opimiom.
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Monsento supports reascnable regulatioms and disposal
requirements for PCBs. Agein, we are not imterested iam
geing back into the PCB business. But we are concerned
about everly zeazlous comtrols based upon imcomplete science
and an hysterical public fear of these compounds out of
all proportion to their genuine risks.

Sincerely,

7 John H. Craddock, Ph.D,
Product and Environmental
Safety Director
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