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r, Jozeph Felsen
120 agt 39th 3treet
Hew Lork

Dear UVoctor Felsan:

I ama scrry that T d1d not
have & chance to zee and btalk with you in Cleveland.
Howover I was only there for a short ti-e and nrac-
tienlily all »I' my tlne was taken while 1 was there

in talking with various psonle about our axhiblit.

1 was intereastod In what
you had. to say ubout the discoloration of the intes-
tinal mucosa. Actually I have never had occcasion %o
ilook for the condition you deascribs through the use
of the proctoscone, I have gsen thls condition in
experimental ahdimals and T heve no doubt it exists
ireguently in ths human being. I have had occaslon
to gee this condition in the external snel tlssues
and I think there is very little cuestion that 1t
is discernible much mors Ifrequently than is a lead
line in the glingival tlssues. I shall be vsry much
interssted in youwr article but I am afrald we shsall
not be avle to contribute much in the way of additional
Infermation. One reason for this is, of cowse, that
all of thess observations have as thelr purpose the
detaction of abnormal gusntities of wmetal &as & mesans
of estimating the magnitude of the exposure to metal
compounds which give rise to a black sulphide in the
body. Our own experience has been chlefly with lead
but we have also had some Interest in thlis same prcblem,
particularly in the case of bilismuth., In both instances,
however, we have had facilities for the determination
of the magnltude of the lead exposure in very precise
terms, as determined by the study of the lead content
of the excreta, blood or tissues. Having such infor-
mation we have not falled to jske the ususl observations
as to the exlstence and character of & lead line, but
we have not resorted to the use of ths vproctoscope.

I may say furthermore that although this is a very in-
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teresting and, I think, useful procedure, it could hardly
be used regularly or even freguently in industrial practice
as a means of detscting evidence of abnormal lead exposurs.
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No doubt you will realize that one of the most
important aspects of our work has been ths practical
consideration of how under industrial’ ronditsons

one could ‘determine the existance of hazardous lead
SXDOIUTS . This, we . believe, 1is dons mors effectively
hy tHe qtudv of the lsad content of tha blood or of
tae excreta, than by any other means.

Cordially yours,

RAK :i3 : Hobert A. Xehoe, ¥.D.
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