Any chance of harvesting
fish for commercial marketi
v s also ruled out, whicl

ficult. Monsanto, the nation's
lone producer of the chemical
in St. Louis, uses a special
incinerator.

But the chemical nif} gets
into waterways — and even the

rompled a spokesman for the il — where the contamination
‘l’u!ood Mu:i:yk to demand an Persista. i
. immediate ban on the chemicat gan' officials have

., compound.
' Pg;‘!' invaded the environ-

| ment through direct discharge
from industrial users — now
— or through the break-

down of waste materials in
mumc in which they arc

. introduced mbout 1936, the
chemical has been used mainly
as cooling (luid in electrical

«, (ransforners and other equi
ment, as heat-iransfer fluids,

an hydraulic oil. Il also is
in plastic products, paint, print.
ing inks, hand soap and carbon-

{* less*'carbon’ paper.

»_Once in the environment,

' m.wpmm_nm are hed

Y wigts on which i
foed, ll;"u?entering the food
chain, and finally reaching

“humans where they lodge
mostly in fats.

¥ “Woareintrouble,” said Na-

. theniel Reed, an expert on fish

. and wildiife, in discussing the

i high PCB leveld found in fish.

1“1 think the fish are trying to

* tell us somethin

Lo Treatment o PCB is dit,

urged a national ban on domes-
tic and imported PCBs, except
in closed electrical systems
such as transformers. How-
ever, they still worry even
there about mishaps which
may release the chemical.

Dow Chemical and ether
firms did report enceuraging
results in developing PCB sub-
B the Is slow and

ui the progress Is sl

industry warns the cha er

could casily cost $500 million a '

year, which would be passed on
to consumers.

+ Also, they claim fire insur-
unce rates would skyrocket,

. since substitutes aren’t as safe

a5 PCB's in electrical systems.
Critics, however, argue that
the voluntary program to curb

use launched by industry in.
1972 hasn't worked — and that -

PCB contamination, if any-
thing, is getting worse.

The
fense Council, an environmen-
tai group, not only wams the
use of PCB's phased out
complately — even in close

[ o

. came under heavy

atural Resources De-.

PCB's feared peril to humans

electrical system — but advo-
cates the tolerance Jevel in fish
set by the FDA be reduced, a
move made recently by Cana-
dian authorities to protect fish
consumers.

Similar proposals are pend-
ing before. the Michigan
Legisiature, and special
interstate i oversee:

American peaple — get on with
it (the job)."

The conference adjourned,
however, without coming up .
with any instant solution to the -
PCB problem or corrective

steps.
“We don't have them (easy

ing poilution problems of the
Great Lakes have urged tighter
controls.

The federal Environmental
Protection © Agency (EPA)
fire during
the conference for “foot drag-
ging” in taking corrective steps
in stopping PCB disaarges,
and cleaning up residues,;

EPh:y] K suff
say they lack sufficient person-
m{ funding and rnearﬁl and
that there are pressing other
poliution problems to deal with.

The agency argues aiso that
it peeds more effective enforce-
ment powers from Congress. .

But Reed, wha is an assistant
Secretary of the lInterior,
admonished the EPA for nat
doing enough:

“Quite  frankly, |
throughly disgusted by the
gnashing,of_teeth, wailing and
Tubbing of hands (here).

*To the agencies which have
the enlorcement responsibil-
ities, a word on behalf of the

esman, however,.

am.

I

Biaaviatidtiicisen

solution) either," admitted one -
bewidersd EPA rosearchee.
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“7 impgine every sus of u is Carrying swne
PCB in our body tiomse,™ 3 spusier ol O 99
experts whe gatherad for the Chicage confer-

-
mad-_--mmnn--
aamans, passible ‘m_:’

lamil im virmely
ity campypnds are
hd-dp‘n‘h‘_l?
a

was tracet te rice il Cotamineted With the
chemicel. .

and lake trout hove bown enchie 10 repraduce,
‘one governmant syacialist repevted.
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alw are o wce € af-
—m‘r‘"‘ ne!d

Alse, sxparinenss st the Univorsity of Wis-

the fish they canch -:&:--‘h
{ear of ingasting dengareus ievels ?
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